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MEMOIRS 


OF THE LATE 


Rev. Mr. JAMES HERVEY, M. A. 


' Rector or WESsTON-FAVEZL, in NokTH- 


AMPTONSHIRE, 


H E Reverend M r, James: Hervey 
was born on Friday the 26th of Fe- 
brtary, 1713-14, at Hardingſtone, a vil- 
lage about a mile from Northampton; his 
mother taught him to read, and kept him 


at home tilf he was ſeven years old, when 
he was ſent. as a day ſcholar to the free 


gratnmar ſchool at Northam pow. ; there he 
continued under the tuition of a Mr. Clarke, 


maſter of the ſchool, and vicar of St. Se- 
pulchre's in that pariſh, till he was ſeven- 
teen, learning the Latin and Greek languag- 
es, in which he would have made a much 
earlier progreſs, had he not been kept back 
by his maſter, who OP of a blind pater- 
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nal affection and partiality) would ſuffer - 
none of his ſcholars to learn faſter than his 
own ſon. | 


In the year 1731 he was ſent by his fa- 
ther to the univerſity of Oxford, and enter- 


ed a Fellow of Lincoln College, where he 


reſided ſeven years, and took his degree af 
Batchelor of Arts“; during his continuance - 
here, he made himſelf maſter of Dr. Keil's 
Anatomy, Dr. Derham's Phyſico and Aſ- 
tro-Theology, and Spectacle de la Nature, 
tranſlated by Mr. Humphrey's, which laſt 
work he read with peculiar pleaſure ; nor 
was he leſs delighted with the Rev. Mr. 
Spence's Eſſay on Pope's Odyſſey, to which 


he often acknowledged himſelf greatly in- 


debted for his improvement in ſtile and 
compoſition. 5 | \ 


He entered into holy orders as ſoon as 


his age andthe cannons of the church would 


allow, and became curate to his father, who 


was then poſſeſſed of the living of Weſton- 


Favell and Collingtree, near Northamp- 


ton; in the year 1738, he went by invita- 


tion to Stoke Abbey, the ſeat of his valua- 


ble friend, Paul Orchard, Eſq.f here he 
| 2 TL 


* Mr. Hervey took his degree of Maſter of arts at Cam- 


| bridge in 1752, and entered at Clarehall. a 
I This gentleman was the father of Paul Orchard, Eq. for 


whom Mr. Hervey ſtood ſponſor, and to whom he dedicated 


the ſecond volume of his Meditations, 
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continued above two years, greatly cſteem-. 
ed and reſpected, e 


In the year 1740 he undertook the cura- 
cy of Biddeford, fourteen miles from Stoke 
Abbey; here he had a large congregation, 
though the income, with the aſſiſtance of 
friends, did not exceed ſixty pounds a year“; 
in this place, and very probably about this 
time, he planned his ingenious meditations; 
the firſt volume of which was publiſhed in 
February, 1745-6, and the ſecond in De- 
cember, 1747, which have been fo well re- 
ceived -by the public, that the twenty-firſt 
edition of thivn appeared laſt year. - _ 


About the year 1743 he returned from 
Biddeford to Weſton-Favell, leaving behind 
him many diſconſolate friends t; and conti- - 
nued curate to his father till June 1750, at 
which time, being greatly impaired in health 
occaſioned by his conſtant attention to his 
duty, he removed to London to try what 


* This ſum, though hardly ſufficient to maintain him, he © | 


enjoyed with thankfulneſs, and was univerſally beloved for his 
piety, humility, and diligent diſcharge of his duty. 12 8 


1. The reQor dying, and the new one diſmiſſing Mr. Her- 
vi Tem thy ane (though againſt the conſent of all the pa- 
oners, who would have maintained him at their own er- 
pence) was the occaſion of his leaving Biddeford. © 
1 This, if it may be ſtiled a fault, few, if an of our clergy- 
men in the preſent day, can be charged with, 4 a 
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effect a change of air and relaxation of mind 
would have upon him : here he ſtaid from 
June, 17 50, till about May, 17 52, in which 
time he had a very ſevere and dangerous fit 
of illneſs; being recovered; and his father 
dying in this year, he returned to Weſton- 
Favell, and ſucceeded him in that and the 
living of Collingtree, worth about one hun- 
dred and eighty pounds a year. 


In November following he publiſhed, in 
a letter to a lady of quality, his remarks on 
Lord Bollingbroke's letters on the ſtudy 
and uſe of hiſtory, ſo far as they relate to - 
the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, and eſpe- 
cially to the caſe of Noah denouncing a 
curſe upon Canaan; the next year he pub- 
Iiſhed, for the benefit of a poor ſick child, 
a ſermon which he preached at the viſitati- 
on of the Archdeacon of Northampton, un- 
der the title of The Croſs of Chriſt, the 
Chriſtian's glory; a fe months afterwards. 
he wrote à recommendatory preface to 
Burnham's pious memorials. 


In 1755 he publiſhed his Theron and Aſ- 

io, or dialogues and letters on the moſt 
important and intereſting ſubjects, which 
met with great from the un- 
prejudiced and diſcerning, excepting thoſe 
who differed in religious ſentiments from 
Mr. Hervey, concerning the imputed righ- 


— 


ON 


p * * ä * 4 Ph * 
MEMolks or HERVEY. un 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, of which eld dia- 

ues principally treat; eſpecially e Re- 
8 — Mr. John Weſley, Sandeman, and 
a few-others®:: + „ e ge 


In Auguſt 1757, Mr. Hervey publiſnied 
three ſermons which he had preached on 
public faſt-days, to which have been ſince 
added, his viſitation ſermon preached in 
1753, his poſthumous ſermon on & the mi- 
« niſtry of Reconciliation, and his Con- 

ſiderations on the prevailing cuſtom or fa- 
e ſhion of viſiting on Sundays; all Which 
evidently manifeſted his genuine piety, and 
earneſt deſire to promote the cauſe and in- 
tereſt of his great Lord and Maſter-— 


In this year alſo, he publiſhed a new edi- 
tion of his favorite author, Mr. Jenk's Me- 
ditations, in two volumes, with a-ſtrong re- 
commendatory preface, ſnewing the ue and 
excellency of them; but his conſtitution be- 
ing weak, and his illneſs (which was of the 
conſumptive kind, under which he had la- 
boured for ſeveral months, with ſingular pa 
The Rev. Mr. John Weſley, Sandemin, and ſeveral other 
perſons, publiſhed letters in anſwer, or rather oppoſition to Mr. 
 Hervey's Theron and Aſpaſio, ſomo little time after the publica- 
tion of the latter; endeavouring to prove Mr. Hervey's ſenti- 
ments erroneous and unſcriptural, which Mr. Hervey, together 
with ſeveral friends and eſpouſers of his tencts anſwered. {See 
2 Defence of Theron and Alpaſin, printed for C. Dilly:in the B. 
try.) n 8 5 . 8 wah 
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- fience and ſubmiſſion) increaſing on him a- 


bout October, 1758, gave great reaſon to 
fear his uſefulneſs would ſoon be terminated, 
as it proved; for on the 2d of December 
following, in the evening, after praying with 
his family, he ſeemed to be arreſted by- the 
ſtroke of death, fo that it was with difficul- 
ty his ſiſter and ſervant got him up ſtairs to 


his own room: from this time, growing 


worle every day, he became ſenſible that his 
end was near. He had now frequent and 
violent fits of the cramp, which gave him 


great pain, and a heſtic cough, which was fo 


bad at night, that he could ſeldom lie in bed 
till four o'clock in the morning,* and oblig- 
ed him often to get up at two. | 


On the 1 5th of this month he complain- 


ed of a pain in his ſide, for which he was 


blooded, at his on deſire, though againſt 


the conſent of his worthy friend and phyſi- 


cian Dr. Stonhouſe; who apprehended him 
too weak to bear it. When the ſurgeon 
came, he could ſcarcely perceive any pulſa- 
tion, and therefore took away only four oun- 
ces of blood, intimating to thoſe around, 
that the caſe was deſperate. oy 


The Rev. Mr. Abraham Maddocks, his 


„ Mr. Hervey, when in health, uſually got up about fix i 
the morning in winter, and much earlier ia ſummer, 6 
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curate, being with him in the afternoon, 
Mr. Hervey ſpoke to him in very ftrong 
and pathetic terms of his affurance of faith, 
and of the love of God in Chriſt.“ On the 
nineteenth the pains of his body abated, and 
he grew drowſy and lethargic ; the next day 
Dr. Stonhouſe came to ſee him, and decla- 
red, in his opinion, Mr. Hervey could not 
live above four days longer. | 


* "Theſe were his expreſſions, .** O what and how. much has 

« Chriſt done for me, and how little have I done for ſo loving a 
« Saviour ! If I preached even once a week, it was at laſt a bur- 
den to me; 1 have not viſited the people of my pariſh as I 
&© ought to have done, and thus have preached as it were from 
© houſe to houſe ; I have not taken every opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing for Chriſt.” Theſe expreſſions were accompanied with 
tears, which, leſt they ſhould be miſinterpreted, as they had been 
converſing of his approaching end, and his aſſurance of faith, 
he proceeded thus: —“ Don't think that I am afraid to die; 1 
« aſſure you I am not. I know what my Saviour has done for 
„ me, and I want to be gone; but I wonder and lament to 
think of the love of Chrift, in doing ſo much for me, and 
how little I have done for him. kx 


* 


| In another converſation, diſcourfing likewiſe of his ap- 

proaching diſſolution (which he always did with the utmoſt 

calmneſs and ſerenity,) and of the little which we know of 
God's word, he ſaid, © How many precious texts are there, 
« big with the moſt rich truths of Chriſt, which we cannot 
*: comprehend, which we know nothing of; ard of thoſe we do 
know, how few do we remember? A good textuary is a 
good divine, and that is the armour, the word of God. is the 
« ſword. Thoſe texts are the weapons which I muſt uſe, when 
that ſubtle ſpirit that. arch- adverſary of mankind, comes to 
< tempt and ſift me in my laſt conflict. Surely 1 had need be 
well provided with theſe weapons; I had need have my qui- 
ver full of them, to anſwer Satan with texts out of the word 
of God when he aſſaults me.“ 0 EP 


+ The Doctor happening, on this viſit, to ſpeak of the many 
conſolations through Chriſt, which a good man enjoys in the 


\ 


* 


_- MEMOIRS oz HERVEY. 


The day before his death, Mr. Hervey 
went a few ſteps acroſs his room, but find- 
ing his ſtrength failing him, he ſunk, rather 
than fell down, his fall being broken by his 
ſiſter, who obſerving his weakneſs ran and 
caught him ; but he fainted away, and was. 

to all human appearance dead, it being a 
conſiderable time before any pulſe could be 
perceived. s 


When he came to himſelf, and his bro- 
ther, Mr. William Hervey, who was come 
from London to viſit him, ſaid, we were 
afraid you was gone; he anſwered, © Iwiſn 
© I had.” And well he might with ſo, 
conſidering his painful and melancholy con- 
dition; for his 1 was exhauſted, his 


proſpect of death; and diſcourſing on the emptineſs of world'y ' 
honour to an immortal, and the unprofitableneſs of riches to the 
ungodly, Mr. Hervey replied, True, Doctor, true; the only: 
« valuable treaſures are in heaven; what would it avail me now, 
« to be archbiſhop. of Canterbury. Diſeaſe would  ſhew no re- 
ſpect to my mitre. It is godlineſs and not grandeur that will 
. « avail me hereafter; The goſpel is offered to me, a puor coun- 
4 try. parſon, the ſame as it is to his Grace. Chriſt makes no 
difference between us. Oh! why then do miniſters thus ne- 
« ple the charge of ſo kind a Saviour; fawn upon the great, 
and hunt after worldly- preferments with ſo much eagerneſs, 
.* to the diſgrace of our orders? Theſe, theſe are the things, 
« Doctor, and not our poverty or-obſcurity which render the 
« clergy ſo juſtly contemptible to the worldlings. No wonder 
the ſervice of our church, grieved I am to ſay it, is become 
« ſuch a ſormal lifeleſs thing; ſince it is, alas! too generally exe- 
« cuted by perſons dead to godlineſs in all their converſation'; 
« whole indifferent religion and worldly minded bebaviour pro- 
claim the little regard they pay to the dectrines of the Lord 
* who bcught them.” . 


MEMOIRS os HERVEY. 21 


body extremely emaciated, and his bones 
ſo ſore that he could not bear any one to 
touch him hardly, when it was. neceſl; 

to move him; yet in the midſt of his ſuf- 
ferings, he was ever praiſing God, for his 
mercies*, and for granting him patienceF. 


On the 25th (Chriſtmas day) on which 
he died, Mr. Maddocks paying him a morn- 
ing viſit, Mr. Hervey lift his head and 
opened his eyes, as he ſat in his eaſy chair 
(for he could not lie down) to fee who it 
was, and faid, Sir, I cannot talk with you 
ROW... Gs 

He complained much all the day of a. 
oreat inward conflict, which he had, lay-- 
ing his hand upon his breaſt, and- ſaying, 
« O! you know not how great a conflict I 
% have.” During this time he almoſt con- 
ſtantly lift his eyes towards heaven, with 
his hands claſped together in praying form, 
and ſaid two or three times,. When this 
e great conflict is over, then“ but ſaid 


* He never received a bit of lemon to moiſten his mouth, 
without thanking God for his goodneſs,..in creating ſo many 
helps and refreſhments to a ſick decaying body. > 


+ A few years before he died, when Mr. Hervey was at his 
brother's houſe in London, he had a ſevere fever, in which he 
had ſeveral bliſters; on this occaſion Mr. William Hervey writ- 
ing to one of his intimate friends ſays, © My brother is indeed 
© an example of patience ; he has not ſpoke one ſingle word of 
_ © peeviſhneſs during his whole illneſs.” | 
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no more; though we may naturally ſuppoſe 
he meant then he ſhould be at reſt. Dr. 
Stonhouſe came to ſee him about three 
hours before he died. Mr. Hervey ſtrong- 
ly and affectionately urged on him the im- 
portance and care of his everlaſting” con- 
cerns, as here is no abiding place ; and in- 
treated him not to be over-charged with 
the cares of this life, but to attend to the 
one thing needful. : 


1 
: 


«Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure, 
And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor*.” 


Porz. 


The doctor ſeeing the great difficulty and 
pain with which he ſpoke (for he was al- 
moſt ſuffocated with phlegm and frequent 
vomitings) and finding by his pulſe, that 
the pangs of death were then coming on, 
deſired that he would ſpare himſelf: No, 
faid he, Doctor, no; you tell me I have 
c but a few moments to live, O! let me 
6 ſpend them in adoring our great Re- 
*« deemer.” He then repeated the 26th 
verſe of the Ixxiii Pſalm; Though my 
« fleſh and my heart fail me, yet God is 
the ſtrength of my heart and my porti- 
« on for ever.“ a: 


A little while after this he expatiated in 


* Mr. Hervey was very fond of, and uſed frequently to re- 
peat theſe lines with a peculiar emphaſis. | 
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a moſt ſtriking manner on the iſt of Co- 
rinthians, chap. iii. ver. 22, 23. © All 
« things are yours, life and death; —for ye 

cc are Chriſt's.” „ Here,” ſays. he, is 
ce the treaſure of a Chriſtian. Death is 
« reckoned among this inventory, and a 
© noble treaſure it is. How thankful am 
« 1 for death, as it is the paſſage through 
e which I paſs to the Lord and Giver of 
« eternal life; and as it frees me from all 
this miſery, you now ſee me endure, and 
« which I am willing to endure as long as 
« God thinks fit; for I know he will b 
« and by, in his own good time, dilmits 
« me from the body. Theſe light afflicti- 
« ons are but for a moment, and then 
© comes an eternal weight of glory. Oh 
« welcome, welcome death] thou mayeſt 
cc well be reckoned among the treaſures of 
the Chriſtian To live is Chriſt, but to 
cc die 18 gain“. F | | - | by 


Here he pauſed a little, and then with 
great ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his counte- 
nance, repeated thoſe words: Lord, now 
« letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy moſt holy and comfort- 

6 able words, for mine eyes have ſeen th 
precious ſalvationf.” Here, Doctor, 
is my cordial: what are all the cordials 


* Philippians, i. 27, + Luke ii. 29, 30. 
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ws given to ſupport the dying in compari- 
2 of that, which ariſes from the pro- 
ce miſes of ſalvation by Chriſt ? this, this 


e ſupports me.” About three o'clock he 


faid, © the great conflict is over, now all is 


ce done.” After which he ſcarce ſpoke any 
words intelligibly, except now and then, 


« precious ſalvation.” 


During the laft hour he ſaid nothing, but 
leaned his head againſt the ſide of his eaſy 
chair, and in this poſture, without a ſigh, 
groan, or ſtruggle, ſhut his eyes eternally 
on this world, and died in the Lord, be- 
tween four and five o'clock in the afternoon 
of Chriſtmas day, 1758, and in the forty- 
fifth year of his age. 


3 
When his body was conveyed to the 


ſilent chambers of the grave, it was cover- 
ed by his own expreſs deſire with the poor's 
pall, and he was buried under the commu- 
nion table in the chancel of Weſton-Favell 


church, on Friday, December 28th, in the 


preſence of a numerous congregation, full 
of regret for the loſs of ſo excellent a paſ- 
tor: his funeral indeed was a moſt awful 


and very affecting ſight. Mr. Maddocks, 


his curate, who buried him, was himſelf 


in tears; — ſome were wringing their hands, 


others ſobbing ; many were ſilently weep- 


: 
C 


. 
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ing, but all were inwardly and ſincerely 
grieved, as their looks ſufficiently teſtified, 


It may truly be ſaid of him, that few 
lives have ever been more heavenly :—few 
deaths have ever been more triumphant.— 
He died in the Lord, and is now at reſt, 
where even the wicked ceaſe from trou- 
bling: his name is recorded in the annals of 
eternity, and the honours conferred on him 
by Chriſt, will for ever continue blooming 
and incorruptible in the world of glory. 


His character, both in his public and 
private BA was of the moſt exem- 


As a miniſter he performed all the du- 
ties of that office with the greateſt ſtrict- 
neſs.—In the pulpit- he was earneſt and 
fervent, and ſhewed that he felt the effi- 
cacy of what he preached. Nor did he 
think it ſufficient to preach on Sabbaths 
only, but ſet up a weekly lecture eve- 
ry Wedneſday evening at Weſton-Favell 
church. The laſt two or three years of his 
life he could ſcarce do any thing more than 
preach once on the Sabbath, when people 
from many miles around flocked to hear 
him. His Wedneſday evening leQure at 
ſeven, he diſcontinued for the laſt year. 
He had not been able for ſome time to 


C 
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preach at Collingtree, or to viſit his pa- 
riſhioners at their own houſes, as his cuſ- 
tom had been; but he encouraged them 


to come to him, and to converſe freely up- 
on the ſubjects relating to their eternal in- 


tereſts, and on ſuch occaſions he would 


ſpeak with a force and propriety peculiar to 


himſelf. 


He always preached without notes, ex- 


cept on ſome very particular occaſions ; 


and his method was judicious, clear, and 


not encumbered with too many ſubdiviſi- 
ons. His weakneſs rendering him for ſe- 
veral months before his death incapable of 


ſpeaking to his congregation as uſual, he 
ſhortened his diſcourſes, and took a moſt 


uſeful method of inculcating his inſtructi- 
ons; for after he had expounded his text, 
and divided his ſermon into two heads, 
(rarely into more, and never exceeding three) 


he would ſpeak briefly, and at the conclu- 
ſion of each head enforce what he had ſaid, 


by a pertinent text of ſcripture, deſiring his 
_ congregation (which was generally very 


4 
* 
- 
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F 
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numerous) to turn to their bibles, and dou- 


ble down the text.“ Now,” added he, 
my dear brethren, if you forget my ſer- 
mon, you cannot forget God's word in | 


« this text, unleſs you wilfully throw your 
"1:0 


* 


bibles aſide. Shew theſe to your chil- 


« dren, or the abſent part of your family 


6 
. 
oy 


finding of which, he pauſed in the pulpit 
two or three miautes. 


He endeavoured as much as poſſible. to 


diveſt himſelf in his public diſcourſes of his 
uſual elegance of ſtile, and to adapt his lan- 
guage to the loweſt capacity. In this he. 
followed the example of Luther, who in his 
table · talk ſays, © If in my preaching I were 
«to pay a regard to Philip Melancthon, and 


te other learned divines, then I ſhould do lit- 
ce tle, good. I preach in the plaineſt man- 


ce ner to the illiterate, and that gives con- 


te tent to all. 


His method of catechiſing children in 
church, and of ſpeaking to them in private, 


was very engaging and uſeful, He would 
atk not only ſuch queſtions as were ſuitable 


to the words of the catechiſm, but alſo- ſuch. 


as would ſtrike at the capital vices of his pa- 
| — yet without giving perſonal of- 
fence. | | | 


Some of his pariſhioners having lain in 
bed on the Sabbath morning longer. than he 
approved, and others having been buly in 
foddering their cattle when he was coming 
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« when you return heme. Then he gave a 
ſtriking exhortation, at the end of it another 
text for them to double- down, ſo that he 
had always three texts; in order to their 


af 
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to church, and ſeveral having frequented the 
alehouſe, he thus catechiſed one of the chil- 
dren before the congregation :—Repeat me 
the fourth commandment. Now, little man, 
do you underſtand the meaning of this com- 
mandment? Yes ſir.— Then if you do, 
you will be able to anſwer me theſe queſti- 
ons. Do they keep holy the Sabbath-day 
who he in bed till eight or nine o'clock in 
the morhing inſtead of riſing to ſay their 
prayers and read the Bible? No fir.—Do 
thoſe keep the Sabbath who fodder their 
cattle when other people are going to 
church? No fir.—Does God Almighty 
bleſs ſuch people as go to alehouſes, and do 
not mind the inſtructions of their miniſter ? 
No fir ?—Do not thoſe that love God read 
the bible to their families, particularly on 
Sabbath- day evening, and have prayers eve- 
ry morning and night in their houſes? Yes 


ſir. 


He uſually breakfaſted at nine, after hav- 
ing called his family together, and required 
each of his ſervants to repeat by heart the 
text which he had explained the preceding 
evening, and then he would recapitulate his 
expoſition ; by which method both his text 
and commentary were imprinted on their 


memories : after this he had prayers. 


In the afternoon when he was called down 
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to tea, he uſually brought his Hebrew Bible 
or Greek Teſtament with him, and would, 
ſpeak either upon one or more verſes, as 
occaſion offered; and in the ſummer ſeaſon 
he would now and then drink tea, when his 
health would permit him, with ſome of his 
moſt ſerious pariſhioners ; and then five or 
{ix of the neighbours were invited; and Mr, 
Hervey's converſation was remarkably im- 
proving, as he had a happy talent at ſpiritu- 
alizing almoſt every incident, and was natu- 
rally of a moſt obliging and cheerful diſpoſi- 


tion. 


In the exerciſe of his charity, he choſe to 
clothe the poor rather than to give them 
money: and he would get ſome judicious 
perſon to buy linen, coarſe cloth, ſtockings, 
ſhoes; &c. for them at the beſt hand: al- 
ledging that the poor could not purchaſe on 
ſuch good terms what they wanted at the lit- 
tle ſhops, and with ſmall ſums of money. 
I am, ſaid he, God's ſteward for the poor, 
and ] muſt huſband the little pittance I have 
to beſtow upon them, and make it go as far 
& as poſſible.“ But when money would be 
& really ferviceable to a family, as to a prudent 
Z houle-keeper, diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or miſ- 

, fortunes, he would give five or more, guineas 
at a time; taking care that it ſhould not be 
known whence the money came. He was 
= particularly deſirdus - getting the advice -- 
— 45 | 


gadgmen: could not pronounce to be ſo. 
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a phyſician (or at leaſt of ſome judicious a- 
pothecary) for the ſick poor; and was ever 
ready to procure them the very beſt medi- 
cines. He would frequently petition ſuch 
phyſicians of his acquaintance in different 
parts of the kingdom, as he apprehended to 
be charitably diſpoſed, to give their advice 
occaſionally when they rode through a town, 
to ſuch poor creatures, as the clergyman of 
the place, or ſome ſubſtantial inhabitant, 
ſhould recommend, as real objects of com- 
paſſion: He greatly diſapproved of the 
clergy's attempting to give medicine to their 
pariſhioners ; as he thought it impoſſible for 
them to do it with the requiſite judgment.. 
« Let my brethren,” he would ſay © give 
them wine, bread, or beer, and get good 
ſpoon-meats made for them ; but medicines 
are of too important a nature to be given in- 
diſcriminarely.” He obſerved that by his 
own method the ſick poor had the very beſt 
medicines, as the phyſician ſaw them himſelf, 
and bought them very cheap; becauſe the 
apothecary, knowing they were for charita- 
ble uſes, charged the phyſician no more than 
prime coſt, with ſome little allowance mere- 
ly for his trouble in compounding them; 


and as the phyſician knew what diſeaſes 


were curable, there was no waſte of medi- 
eine in fruitleſs attempts to cure cafes, which, 


though actually incurable, perſons of leſs 
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He gave away a great number of good 
books, with ſuitable inſtructions for their 
uſe, and eſpecially Bibles. In the blank 
leaf he frequently wrote ſomething ſtriking, 
or elſe ſtuck in a printed paper, relating to 
the promiſes of God in and through Jeſus: 
Chriſt. "ad 0 


His income was but ſmall, and it may” 


be wondered how he managed it ſo well, 


as to have ſuch large ſums to ſpare for cha- 
ritable uſes. He fold the copy of his Me- 
ditations, aſter it had paſſed through ſeve- 
ral editions; which ſale of the copy, and 
the profits. of the former impreſſions, a- 
mounted to about /. 7oo, all which he gave 
away in charity. He made of it a bank. 
for the poor... © This,“ faid he, © I have 
c devoted to God, I will on no account 
« apply it to any worldly utes : I write not 
for profit or for fame, but to ſerve the 
cauſe of God; and as he has bleſſed my 
c attempt, I think myſelf bound to re- 
« lieve the diſtreſſes of my fellow creatures. 
© with the profit that comes from this 
« quarter.” He has likewiſe left all the 
future profits of his works to ſome of the 
charitable uſes above ſpeciied.. | 


A 


c 


A 


Ia any expence relating to himſelf, he 
was extremely frugal, that he might be li- 
beral to others; and it was always his de- 


32 MEMOIRS or HERVEY, 


fire to die juſt even with the world, 1 
« will be my own executor,” ſaid he. And 
as he died on Chriſtmas day, his fund ex- 
pired almoſt with his life. What little re- 


mained, he deſired might be given in warm 


clothing to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. 


To the inſtances of his charity we may 
properly add an incident which affords a 
very ſtrong proof, not only of the benevo- 


tence of his heart, but of his regard to 


practical religion, and to the doing of eve- 
ry good work within his power. 
| 8 

A day or two before his death, when he 
was reduced to ſuch extreme weakneſs as 
to be unable to read, and could with diffi- 
culty ſpeak, a little account being ſettled 
with him by a friend, on the balance of 
which he received eighteen ſhillings, look- 
ing on the money with great indifference, 
he expreſſed himſelf to this effect, © I would 
_ gladly difpoſe of this ſmall ſum in ſuch a 
manner as may do the moſt good ; it is the 
only act which I now am, and probably the 
laſt that I ſhall be able to 1 Give 
yourſelf the trouble of looking amongſt 
theſe books, and you will find Mr. Rich- 
ard's pamphlet, at the latter end of which 
are, I remember, ſome hints concerning the 
means of promoting religion in ourſelves 


and others, which (even with ſome additi- 
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ons and improvements, which you might 
eaſily make) will not fill more than a ſheet 
of paper ; and if ſtuck vp or framed, might 
be particularly uſeful in that form; let then 
ſuch a number of them be printed and giv- 
en away as this money will admit of.“ His 
orders were properly executed, and the evi- 
dences of ſuch an angelic temper were 
equally matter of edification and comfort to 
his friends, as this charitable legacy (if we 
may ſo call it) will be to all who receive 
and rightly uſe it. | 


This incident, it is to be hoped, will be 
candidly conſidered by thoſe who draw ſuch 
inferences from his favourite doctrine, and 
ſtrong expreſſions of the all- ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, as his whole life did in 
the moſt exemplary manner confute. No 
man had ever a greater diſregard for money, 
which he eſteemed unworthy of- his notice, 
upon any other account than as it furniſh- 
ed him with the means of doing good. Sure- 
ly we may here borrow the ſentiment and 
expreſſion of our celebrated poet, and juſt- 
ly conclude, that, 7 


« He felt his ruling paſſion ſtrong in death.“ 


In learning he was inferior to few. Greek 
was almoſt as familiar to him as his native 
language. He was a great maſter of the. 


- o . 
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claſſics; and in the younger part of his life 
had written ſome verſes, which ſhewed no 
contemptible genius for poetry. He had 
a critical knowledge of the Hebrew tongue, 
and delighted in it. 


With reſpect to his private capacity, he 
was never known to be in a paſſion. No 
worldly concerns (though he ſometimes 
met with very trying ones) ever effected 
him. His humility rendered him invulne- 
rable. When he was miſrepreſented and 
calumniated, he would ſay, Our enemies 
are ſometimes our beſt friends, and tell us 
truths; and then we ſhould amend our 
faults, and be thankful for ſuch informati- 
on; and if what they ſay be not true, and 
only ſpoke through malice, . then ſuch per- 
ſons are to be conſidered as diſeaſed in their 
minds, and we ought to pray for them. 
They are to be pitied,” ſays he, © and I 
might as juſtly be angry with a man that is 


diſeaſed in his body.“ In his ordinary 


tranſactions, with others, he was ever cheer- 
ful, punctual, juſt, and candid, to perſons 
of every denomination, }. 


Yet notwithſtanding theſe irrefragable 
proofs,. that Mr. Hervey's opinions (even 
ſuppoling ſome of them in their remote con- 
ſequences, were not altogether defenſible) 


had no pernicious influence on ſo excellent 
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a mind; it is but juſtice to add, that he 
guards againſt the hoſes of the Antinomi- 
ans, though he has himſelf: been branded 
with that odious name.—Nay, ſome of his 
enemies have not ſcrupled to aſſert, © That 
his tenets were diſhonourable to God, ſub- 
verſive of all goſpel-holineſs, and deſtructive 
even of common morality, and very injuri- 


ous to ſociety itſelf, by making men melan- ** 


choly and regardleſs of buſineſs.” 

Theſe were the very words of an abuſive 
and anonymous letter, ſent to him by the 
poſt; on which that meek and excellent 
man obſerved to an intimate friend, with all 


his uſual mildneſs, © Indeed this gentleman. 


may be faid, I think, to write at random.— 
Surely he has never read my works; if I 
knew where to direct to him, I ſhould deſire 
him to turn to what I have advanced, page 
124, in the ſecond volume of my Medita- 
tions, and ſuch a reply, I would hope, might 
convince him of his miſtake.“ 


Whatever vein of Calvaniſm runs through 
his writings, yet the weakening the obliga- 
tions to purity and holineſs of life, were the 
fartheſt imaginable from his view: and when 
perſons of judgment have pointed out to him 
ſuch expreſſions as were liable to be miſun- 
derſtood in that reſpect, he always diſavow- 
ed any ſuch meaning, affirmed, that the 


1 


* 
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fault was not in the evangelical doctrines, ſo 
much inſiſted on by him, but in the miſap- 
prehenſion, 1gnorance, or inattention of thoſe 
who abuſed them to licentiouſneſs.— He 
would then add, he was ready to alter or re- 
tract any ſentiment or expreſſion, which he 
apprehended to be really objectionable ; but 
that to make things equally clear to ever 
one's apprehenſion,” or to have the ſame 2 
fect upon every one's mind, was an imprac- 
ticable attempt: for as the poet very juſtly 
obſerves, 


He who ſtrives th' approbation of all to obtain, 
* Shews a word of good nature, but labours in vain,” 


OBSERVATIONS” 


on THE 


Rev, Mr. JAMES HERVEY's 
L148, 
WITH HIS 


CH - A R AC T ER, 


- 


RESPECTING BOTH HIS PUBLIC AND erz 
| CAPACITY. 


" 


ROM the foregoing account of Mr, _ 
Hervey, it evidently appears he was a 
truly good man in life, as well as by profe/- 
ſion; indeed I do not remember ever to have 
read, or converſed with awy one concerning 
him, but what joined in acknowledging his 
title to the ander and eee ya a 
real Corifiaz. * r - 


Thoſe who differed from bins * | 
ſentiments, could not but acknowledge that 
he wrote as became a man of true iety ; | 
and 'greatly eſteemed hip tor that candour, 


- — — 


light, he inſtructed many by his doctrine ; 
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liberality of ſpirit, humility, and benevo- 


lence to mankind in general, which fo evi- 


dently appeared in his publications. But as 
I find him portrayed in -a late treatiſe,* in 
far more lively colours, and characterized in 


much better language than I would flatter 


myſelf maſter of, permit me to extract it, 
for the entertainment, ſatisfaftion, and be- 


nefit of my ſerious readers. 


« A more diligent, diſtinguiſhed and ſuc- 
ceſsful labourer in the church of © Chriſt, 
has perhaps ſeldom appeared; and in few 
characters was there ever a more happy 
conjunction of the gentleman, the ſcholar, 
and the Chriſtian. The vpright heart, the 
deep humility, under all his attainments, 
the warmeſt love to mankind in endeavours 
to promote their beſt intereſts, the moſt zea- 
lous attachments to truth, the nobleſt de- 


fence, as well as the daily practice of evan- 


lical holineſs, the utmoſt ſerenity of mind 


under the moſt grievous afflictions, and a 


rfect reſignation to the will of his hea- 


venly Father, are a few of the outlines of 


his character, and juſtly repreſent him to 
have been a burning and ſhining light to 


the world. As a burning light, he warm- 


ed many by his example, and as a ſbinin 


* The Triumphs of Faith. 
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he was a ſtrenuous aſſerter of the free grace 
of God, taught men to be rich in good 
works, without placing the leaſt dependance 
upon them; the Saviour was all in all to 
him, and a Redeemer's unſearchable riches 
it was his buſineſs and delight to publiſh. 
To bring ſinners to Chriſt, as needy beg- 
gars to buy wine and milk, without money 
and without price, was the conſtant aim of 
all his public miniftrations as well as elegant 
writings ; and it hath pleaſed God to make 
both remarkably ſucceſsful, and him an in- 
"XZ ſtrument of turning many from the ſervice. 
of Satan to the living God. Oh, that they 
may become more and more ſo; and that 
many may be led by the ſpirit of all grace, 
be” his ſteps, and go and do like- 
£7 


When at ſchool, Mr. Hervey was al- 
ways remarked for genius and parts: and 
he there laid the foundation of that know- 
ledge which has ſince gained him ſuch uni- 
verſal eſteem. Until the year 17 33, howe- 
ver, when he became acquainted with ſome 
perſons diſtinguiſhed for their ſerious im- 
preſſions of religion and zeal for its promoti- 
on, he ſeems to have been (as in the phraſe) 


* The writer of this account appears to be not only a yu 
admirer of Mr. Hervey, but a zealous advocate for his religi- - 
ous ſentiments, as well as a ſincere well wiſher to the cauſe, aud 
no indifferent ſcholar in the ſchool of Chriſt, himſelf. - 4 
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a moral man only. Some of his letters that 
are written from college, when he was not 
more than twenty, either ſpeak a language 
very different from free grace, for which he 
was afterwards ſo powerful an advocate, or 
at leaſt treat very confuſedly of it. But be 
this as it may, the obſcurity did not long 
continue: the Holy ſpirit ſoon opened his 
eyes to ſee the ſalvation of God. By the 
eye of faith he obtained and enjoyed clear 
views of it. He was able to act faith upon 
it: for his faith worked by love. The love 
of God was the glorious theme on which he 
dwelt ; and the love of Chritt his delightful 3 
ſong in this the houſe of his pilgrimage. Ws 
This heart-felr love to God and Chriſt, a- 
peared in every part of his after conduct; 
as a miniſter, his faith wrought by love to 


the ſouls of men“; watching over bis flock 


with peculiar care and aſſiduity; privately 
exhorting, and publicly calling and inviting * 
them, with all the earneſtneſs of a faithful 
ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, that they would 


turn and live :—as the maſter of a family, 


in the care of the ſouls of his domeſtics; in 


their reproof, inſtruction, and government; 
as a member of ſociety, in good works to 


his neighbour : in charities to the poor, a- 


Though the term faith is frequently mentioned here, the 1 
tautology, it is hoped, will not be diſguſting, as it could not 
properly be avoided, ä 


- 
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" WF bundant;* clothing the naked and feeding 
WE the hungry; informing the young, and ſup- 
porting the aged ; in zeal for the falvation 
of all, fervent; deſirous to be of ſome good 
to every perſon, and in every company, 
and of great good in many; a proof of 
which was the exemplary lives of ſuch 
erſons, their circumſpect behaviour, and, 


Lo” 
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bp in ſeveral inſtances, eminent piety:—as a 
private Chriſtian, he was under the influ- 
ence of the ſame faith working by love to 
the will of God. He walked cloſe after 


2% Chriſt, and was himſelf a ſtriking proof, 
that the belief of Chriſt's righteouſneſs be- 
ing imputed to him for his juſtification, 
was ſo far from a licentious doctrine, that it 
inſpired him with the nobleſt motives to a 
grateful obedience ;F and his holy life was, 
in truth, the ſtrongeſt recommendation of 
his principles. God had enriched him with 
great humility, as well as great gifts and 
graces. He was humbled by the power of 
grace. He had been a very vain, proud 
young man ; but this emptied him of pride 


His charity and benevo'ence to the poor and needy was 
truly exemplary, and deſerv.ng univerſal imitation, Wherever 
God has given abilities and opportunity to exert it; a friend. : 
of Mr. Herve ys obſerves, his liherality was fo diffuſive, that 
at his death he left no more than 188. befdes what would de- 
fray the expence of his funeral. | 


+ Where true grace reigus inthe heart, it will be evidenced 
by good works, in the life; ſaving faith, without works, is as 
unpoiſiole as the tun to ſhine without giving light. 
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and ſelf; and this clothed him with humi- 
lity.—In his ſtudies, the ſame principles of 
faith, working by love, was manifeſt : all 


was directed to the glory of God; all aim- 


ed at the advancement of the Redeemer's 
kingdom : © Nulla dies fine linea; nulla 
epiſtola fine Chriſto,” was his motto.“ 
Claſſical learning, for which he had a refined. 
taſte, and heathen authors, were in his lat- 
ter years dropped, to make way for the 
more important ſtudy of the ſacred ſcrip- 
zures.F Theſe were his delight, and ſweet- 
er to him than the honey or the honey- 
comb. They will be ſo to every one who 
reads them, as he did, with faith: for they 


are the power of God, and the wiſdom of 


God unto ſalvation. 


From theſe particulars, then; a judgment 
may be 1 of this eminent character; 
but ſtill more from the laſt ſcenes of life, 
and the glorious triumphs of his faith, in 
the hour of death. Its preciouſneſs, indeed, 
never more appeared than at that time, by 
it he ſaw and apprehended the ſalvation of 

God, and rejoiced in the cleareſt views of 
his own intereſt in it. At this ſeaſon, 


Not a day without a line, or an epiſtle without ſomething 
of Chriſt in it. 


+ Search the ſcriptures, for therein ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which teſtify of me, John v. 39. Sy 
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when, as he himſelf writes, © little bodily 
reſt could be got, and medicines gave no 
relief, the never failing cordial of the love - 
of Chriſt was felt: 1 


« Religion bears my ſpirits up: 
A faithful and unchanging God 
Lays the foundation for my hope, 

In oaths, in promiſes, and blood.“ 
Of his ſentiments in ſuch a ſeaſon, the 
following extract from a letter to a friend, 
will give the fulleſt and moſt amiable proof. 
It was wrote long before he left this world 
indeed; but it was wrote in the near-proſ- 
pect of death from a ſevere and very vi- 
olent illneſs. Now that I apprehend my- 
ſelf,” fays he, to be near the cloſe of 
life, and ſtand, as it were, on the brink-of 
the grave, with eternity full in my view; 
perhaps, my dear friend would be willing 
to know my ſentiments of things in this 
awful ſituation. At ſuch a juncture, the 
mind is maſt unprejudiced, and the judg- 
ment not ſo liable to be dazzled by the. 
glitter of worldly objects.“ 


* However the ſons of pleaſure or the yotaries of diſſipation 
may laugh at religion, and look on the doctrine of a future 
ſtate with contempt, as a mere bughcar- to frighten children, 
let them be laid on a ſick- bed, and, in their own apprehenſions, 
on the brink of eternity, and their thoughts, as well as lan- 
guage will (as it has often proved) be much changed, and pro- 
claim their former folly, in purſuing the falſe joys of riot and 


ſonſuality, at the expence and hazard of the eternal welfare of 
their never-dying fouls. 28 
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« think then, dear fir, that we are ex- 
tremely miſtaken, and ſuſtain a mighty 
loſs in our moſt important intereſts, by 


reading ſo much, and praying fo little. 


Was I to enjoy Hezekiah's grant, and have 
fifteen” years added to my life, I would be 
much more frequent in my applications to 
the throne -of grace. I have read of a 
perſon who would often retire to his clo- 
ſet, and was remarkable for his frequency 
and fervency in devotion ; being aſked the 
reaſon of this ſo ſingular a behaviour, he 
replied, becauſe I am ſenſible I muſt die. 
I affure you, dear Mr. ***, I feel the weight 
of this anſwer, I ſee the wiſdom of this 
procedure; and was my ſpan to be length- 
ened, would endeavour always to remem- 
ber the one, and daily to imitate the other.“ 


I think alſo we fail in our duty, and 
thwart our comfort, by ſtudying God's ho- 
ly word no more; I have, for my part, 
been too fond of reading every thing ele- 

t and valuable, and particularly charm- 
ed with the hiſtorians, orators, and poets 
of antiquity : but were I to renew my ſtu- 
dies, I would take my leave of thoſe accom- 
pliſhed tnfles. IT would reſign the delights 


of modern wit, amuſement, and eloquence, 


— 


„The thought of death, when it is ſent home with power 
to the conſcience, will put a man on thinking to prepare for it, 
before it is too late. 


CHARACTER or HERVEY. 45 
and devote my attention to the ſcriptures 
of truth. I would fit with much greater 
aſſiduity at my divine maſter's feet, and 
deſire to know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified. This wiſdom, whoſe 
fruits are peace in life, conſolation in death, 
and everlaſting ſalvation after death; this 
I would trace, this I would ſeek, this I 
would explore, through the ſpacious and 
delightful fields of the Old and New Teſ- 
tament. In ſhort; I would adopt the apoſ- 
tle's reſolution, and give myſelf to prayer. 
and to the word. 4 


With regard to my public miniſtry, 
my chief aim ſhould be, to beget in my- 
people's minds a deep ſenſe of their de- 
praved, guilty, undone condition; and a 
clear believing conviction of the all- ſuffi- 
ciency of Chrift, his blood, his righteouſ- 
neſs, his interceſſion, and his ſpirit to fave. 
them even to the uttermoſt. I would al- 
ways obſerve to labour for -them in my 
cloſet, as well as in the pulpit; and wreſtle 
in ſecret ſupplication, as well as.exert my- 
ſelf ih public preaching, for their ſpiritual 
and eternal welfare. For unleſs God takes 
this work into his own hand, what mortal 
is ſufficient for theſe things? 2 


5 Now, perhaps, if you fat at my right 
hand, you would aſk, What is my hope. 


| 
j 
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with regard to my future and immortal 
ſtate ? truly my hope, my whole hope, 1s 
in the Lord Redeemer; ſhould the king 
of terrors threaten, I fly to the wounds of 
the ſlaughtered Lamb, as the trembling 
dove to the clifts of the rocks. Should 
Satan accuſe, I plead the ſurety of the cove- 
nant, who took my guilt upon himſelf, and 
bore my ſins in his own body on the tree. 
Should the law denounce a curſe, I appeal 
to him who hung on the accurſed tree, on 
purpoſe that all the nations of the earth 


might be bleſſed. Should hell open its 


jaws, and demand its prey, I look up to 
that 8 Being, who ſays, © Deliver 
him from going down to the pit, for I have 


found a ranſom,*” ſhould it be ſaid, no 
unclean thing can enter into heaven, my 
anſwer is, The blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 


from all ſin. f˙ Though my fins. be as 
ſcarlet, through this blood they ſhall be as 


white as now, ſhould it be added, none can 
ſit down at the ſupper of the Lamb with- 
out à wedding garment, and your righte- 
ouſneſſes, what are they before the pure 


law. and piercing eye of God, but filthy 


rags? theſe I renounce, and ſeek to be 


found in Chriſt Jeſus. It is written in the 
word that is to judge the world at the laſt 


day, © By his obedience ſhall many be 
made righteous.” Þ | 


Job Xii, 24. + x John i. 7. f Rom v. 19. 15 
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© So that Jeſus, the dear and adorable 
Jeſus, is all my truſt. His merits are my 
ſtaff, when I paſs through the valley of 
the ſhadow death. His merits are my an- 
chor, when I launch into the boundleſs ocean 
of eternity. His merits are the only riches 
which my poor ſoul, when ſtripped of its 
body, deſires to carry into the - inviſible 
world. If the God of glory pleaſes to take 
notice of any mean endeavours to honour. 
his holy name, it will be infinite condeſcen- 
ſion and grace; but his Son, his righteous 
and ſuffering Son, is all my hope, and all 


my falvation.”* 4 


Thus far my author, from whom e may 
learn that Mr. Hervey, both living and 
dying, was a zealous advocate for the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, and a faithful follower of the 
Lamb, till he was called away by his great 
Lord and Maſter, to receive, in the manſi- 
ons of eternal bliſs, that crown of life which 
ſhall never fade, reſerved for thoſe alone 
who are faithful to the-death. . 


But as it js often obſerved, and it may be 
with no little propriety, that the life of ã 
good writer is beſt read in his works, which 
can ſcarce ever fail of receiving a peculiar 


tincture from his temper, manners, ſenti- 


= 


Acts iv. 12. 
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ments and converſation ; the diſtinguiſhing 
character of his mind, his ruling paſſion 
and moſt favourite tenets, at leaſt will in 
them appear undiſguiſed: on this account 

rmit me, reader, to examine impartially, 
and both for your entertainment and inſtruc- 
tion, preſent you with an orig inal portrait 
of the late Rev. Mr, Hervey, faithfully 
drawn in genuine extracts from his different 
publications, 


Among his letters to his friends, the fol- 
lowing, written to the inhabitants of Col- 
lingtree, near Northampton, expreſſes his 
character of a true miniſter of Chriſt, how 
far he anſwered the deſcription, and reſem- 
bled the portrait; they who were moſt in- 
timate with him, and attended on his mini- 


ſtry, beſt can tell.“ 


« A miniſter is a perſon of the greateſt 
importance imaginable; his office is of the 


moſt univerſal concernment, and his de- 


meanour therein of the moſt beneficial and 
prejudicial tendency ; bengficial, if he be able, 


* 'The author of this treatiſe has converſed with ſeveral per- 
ſons who were intimately acquainted with Mr. Hervey, and at- 
tended on his miniſtry, who all join in acknowledging he not 
only wrote what it wes to be a faithful mmiſter of Cariſt, but 
truly filled up the chafacter of one h:mſelf, to the admiration 
and eſteem of thouſands; his ſermo:is were judicious, evangeli- 
cal, and convincing ; his delivery was affectionate pathetic, and 
evengelic, and his whole depoctinent and bchaviour ſpoke him 


both the Chriſtian and the gentieman. 
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faithful, and watches for the ſouls commit- 
ted to his care, as one that muſt give an 
account; prejudicial, if he be unſkilful, un- 
active, and unconcerned about the ſpiritual 
welfare of his people. The things that 
pertain to ſalvation, and the means of ob- 
taining everlaſting life, are lodged in his 
hands. - He is the ſteward of the myſteries 
of Chriſt, and ſo the guardian (under di- 
vine grace) of your beſt and moſt abiding 
intereſts. If through ignorance he miſma- 


nage, or through idleneſs neglect this weigh- 


ty truſt, it may be the ruin of immortal 


+ ſouls: whereas, if he be both diſcreet and 


diligent in his holy vocation, he may be 
the inſtrument of the richeſt benefits to 


** thoſe committed to his charge. His pray- 
ing to God, and his preaching to them, 


may be attended with ſuch a bleſſing from 
on high, as will fill them with heavenly 
wiſdom, form them to true holineſs, and fit 
them for the future glory. Benefits theſe 


not inconſiderable or momentary, but ſuch 


as are great beyond all expreſſion, and laſt- 
ing to eternity. A faithful miniſter of 
the everlaſting goſpel has a tolerable ſtock 
of knowledge. Though not enough to 
explain all myſteries, or to anſwer every 


= perplexing queſtion ; yet ſufficient to make 
{ himſelf and his hearers wiſe unto ſalvation. 


He may be ignorant of many things with- 


out much diſparagement to himſelf, or pre- 
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judice to his people; but he muſt be ac- 
quainted with, and able to teach others all 
that is neceſſary for them to know.—Se- 
condly, He has not only ſome underſtanding, - 
but ſome experience alſo in the ways of god- 
lineſs. He has learnt to ſubdue, in 5 
meaſure, the pride of his nature, and to be 
humble in his own eyes, and not fond of ap- 
lauſe from others. He has broke the 
impetuoſity of his paſſion, and generally poſ- 
ſeſſes his ſoul in patience; or if upon ſome 
very ungrateſul and provoking uſage, he 
cannot calm his temper, yet he can curb his 
tongue; and though his ſpirit be ruffled, 
yet his words will be gentle. He is moſt 
cemmonly meek, after the manner of his 
bleſſed Maſter, and will always return bleſſ- 
ing for curſing, according to his holy com- 
mand. He has often looked into the ſhort- 
nels of time, and the 8 of eternity; he 
has weighed the greatneſs and richneſs of 
heaven, with the inſignificant and deſpica- 
ble meanneſs of earth; and diſcovers ſuch 
a mighty difference, as helps him to live a- 
bove the world, even whiic ke is in it. So 
that he is no lover of filthy lucre, no hunt- 
er of carnal pleaſures ; but. his hopes, his 
deſires, and all his views of happineſs are 
hid with Chriſt in God. He 1s courteous 
and condeſcending, and will ſtoop with the 
utmoſt cheerfulneſs to the loweſt perſon in 


his pariſh, He will be affable and kind, 
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and ſeek to pleaſe, not himſelf, but his 
neighbours, for their good to edification. 
But you muſt not expect to find him tri- 
ling or ludicrous; he will not preach to you 
on the Sunday, and play with you on the 
week days, but carry the ſpirit of his ſer- 
mons into his ordinary converſation. He 
will maintain an uniform gravity of behavi- 
our, without ſuffering it to be frozen into 
moroſeneſs, or thawed into levity. He will 
love his pariſhioners, not for their agreeable 
perſons or amiable qualities, but becauſe 
they are redeemed by the blood of Chriſt. 
It will be his buſineſs and conſtant endea- 
vour, I had almoſt ſaid his meat and drink, 
to ſet forward their ſalvation, That by 
thei: being made meet for the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light, his crucified Lord 
may ſee of the travel of his ſoul, and be ſa- 
tisfied. He will never forget the importu- 
nate requeſt of his Saviour, but thoſe win- 
ning and commanding words, © Feed my 
ſheep, feed my lambs” will. be engraven up- 
on the tables of his heart. To fulfil this 
earneſt requeſt and execute this laſt charge 
of his deareſt Redeemer, will be the fixed and 
invariable ſcope of all his deſigns. If at a- 
ny time he hits this deſirable mark, by 
bringing home to the fold any that have 
gone aſtray, he will be as glad as one that 
findeth great ſpoils. To ſee the people 
of his care preſiſting in profaneneſs, ſenſua- 
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lity, and an unconverted ſtate, will be the 
greateſt grief that he feels: but to ſee his chil- 
dren walking in the truth, mortifying their 
evil affections, and growing up in goodneſs 
as the calves of the ſtall, this will be his joy, 
and crown of rejoicing, better to him than 
thouſands of filver and gold. It is his work 


to win ſouls, and by the former of theſe qua- 


lifications, he is fitted for it, by the latter 
he 1s wholly devoted to it. And in order 


to proſecute it with the greater ſucceſs, he 


will, firſt, take heed to himſelf, that his life 
be a fair and beautiful tranſcript of his doc- 
trine, ſuch as may remind men of, and be 
daily reinforcing his inſtructions. He will 
not bind the yoke upon your ſhoulders till 
he has wore it himfelf; and ſhould the paths 
of religion prove ever ſo thorny, he will go 
firſt and beat the way. As far as human 
infirmities permit, he will ſtrive to be un- 
blamable and unreprovable, that he may re- 
new the apoſtle's challenge, Be ye followers 
of me, even as I am of Chriſt. Secondly, 
his preaching will be plain; full of ſueh uſe- 
ful ſenſe as may be edifying to the better 
learned, and yet delivered in ſo eaſy a man- 
ner, as may be intelligible to the ignorant. 
It will not only be plain, but powerful allo, 
if preceding prayers and tears, if words 
coming warm from the heart, and accompa- 


nied with an ardent deſire of being attend- 


edto; if to feel himſelf what he ſpeaks, and 


7 
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ſo long that it may be felt by others, can 
make ir ſuch, he will declare the whole 
will of God, without withholding or min- 
cing any. Be the truth ever ſo difagreea- 
ble, contrary to your profits, or contrary to 
your pleaſures, you will be ſure to hear it. 
He will indeed ſhew it in as lovely a light, 
and make it as palatable as he can, but no- 
thing will prevail upon him to conceal or 
diſguiſe it. - Thirdly, he will not confine 
his teaching to God's day or houſe, but 
will exerciſe his care of you every day, and 
will bring it home to your own houſes, 
whether you invite him or no. He will fre- 
quently viſit you, and for the ſame. end 
as he meets you at church. Now, ſhall you 
like this part of his duty, or bid him wel- 
come when he comes on ſuch an errand ? 
nay, he will think himſelf bound to pro- 
ceed farther, and to enquire into the - ſtate 
of your ſouls, and your proceedings in your 
families ; whether you are competently fur- 
niſhed with ſaving knowledge? and are 
careful to increaſe it daily, by allowing a 
daily portion of your time for reading the 
ſcriptures? what virtues you are deficient 
in, what vices you are a to? what e- 
vil tempers, what vile affections, what un- 
ruly paſſtons, are predominant in you, and 
want to be ſuppreſſed? whether your chil 
dren are catechiſed, and your ſervants in- 
ſtructed? whether you are conſtant in fa- 
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mily worſhip, and at your cloſet devotions? 
how you ſpend the Sabbath ? whether you 

ſquander it away in impertinent viſits, idle 
chat, or fooliſh jeſting ; or in holy diſcourſe, 

reading and meditation ? Theſe, and other 
points of the like nature, he will examine 
into, and exhort you to amend what 1s a- 

miſs, no leſs than encourage you to perſe- 
vere 1n that which 1s good. Nor will he 

exhort you once or twice only, but again 

and again, and hardly leave off till he has 
won your conſent. In things that relate to 
himſelf, he will be eaſily ſaid nay ; but 
when the great God inſiſts upon obedience, 
and a bleſſed immortality will be loſt by diſ- 
obedience, he will be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon, he will ſolicit with unwearied 
applications the important cauſe, and preſs: 
you to perform your duty, as the poor wi- 
dow importuned the unjuſt judge to avenge 
her of her adverſary ; he will add to his ex- 


= hortations, reproofs : his eyes will be open, 
and his ears attentive to what paſſes in his 


ariſh ; and when any one walks diſorderly, 

e will meet with him as Elyah did Ahab,* 
with a rebuke in his mouth. This I can pro- 
miſe, that he will not rail at, nor accoſt you 
with reproachful words; but he will certainly 
ſet before you the things that you have done. 
He will not defame you behind your backs, 


* Kings xxi 20 
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but whether you be rich or poor, whether 
you be pleaſed with it or not, he will bear 
in mind the commandment of the Lord, 
and © ſhew his people their tranſgreſſions, 
and the houſe of Jacob their ſins.*” He 
will tell you with tenderneſs, but yet with 
plainneſs, that ſuch courſes are a fad and 
too ſure a proof, that 2 has not had its 
proper work on your ſouls, that ye are car- 
nal, and have not the ſpirit of Chriſt. So 
that a true miniſter of the goſpel will be a 
conſtant inſpector of your actions, a faith- 
ful monitor of your duty, and an imparti- 
al reprover of your offences. He will guide 
you by his council, animate you by his ex- 
ample, and bleſs you by his prayers.” 


In another letter, entitled *“ the Hope of 
Glory, a ſtrong incitement to duty,” Mr. 
Hervey breaks out in the following expreſſ- 
ions, which ſeem to be the real langua 

of his heart, and the pious breathings of a. 
ſoul filled with love to God, and fervent 
zeal to promote his caule, intereſt and glo- 
ry in the world. ö 


« Oh that miniſters may work for their 
dying Lord, while they have health; re- 
membering that ſickneſs may confine them 
to their chamber, and death will impriſon 


„ien hi 2+, 
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them in the grave. God Almighty give us 
courage that we may fight the good fight 
of faith and prudence, that we may not diſ- 
honour our high calling ; 'ere long eternity 
will receive us, and then we ſhall reſt from 
our labours, and forget our tranſient toils, 
amidſt innumerable ages of perfection, glory, 
and joy.” r 


The high eſteem he had for, and the 
* pleaſure he 8 in the work of the 
miniſtry, may be gathered from the enſuing 
paſſages in a letter he wrote to one of his 
friends, on his taking up the ſacred charac- 
ter of an Ambaſſor 4 the King of Kings. 


0 heartily congratulate you, my dear 
friend, my dear brether, I muſt call you now, 
on this change. And I thank Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, that he hath counted you faith- 
ful, putting you into the miniſtry. How 
honourable is your new office, to be an en- 
voy from the King of Heaven! how de- 
lightful your province, to be continuall 
converſant in the glorious truths of the par 
pel, and the unſearchable riches of Chriſt ! 
o truly gainful your buſineſs, to win 
ſouls ! This is indeed an everlaſting poſſeſſ- 
1on.—And how illuſtrious the reward, pro- 
miſed to your faithful ſervice! when the 
chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall re- 
ceive a crown of glory, that fadeth not a- 
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way. May we clearly diſcern, and never 
forget what a maſter we ſerve; ſo glo- 
rious, that all the angels of light adore- 
him: ſo gracious that he ſpilt his blood e- 
ven for his enemies: ſo mighty that he has 
all power in heaven and earth, ſo faithful, 
that heaven and earth may paſs away, much 
ſooner than one jot or tittle of his word fail. 
And what is his word, what his engagement 
to his miniſters? Lo 1 AM WITH YOU AL- 
ways. I write it in capitals, becauſe I wiſh 
it may be written in your heart.—Go forth 
my dear friend, in the ſtrength of this word: 
and verily you ſhall not be confounded. 
Plead with your great Lord, plead for the 
accompliſhment of this word, and the goſ- 
pel ſhall proſper in your hand. In every 
exerciſe of your miniſterial duty, act an 
humble faith on this wonderful word, and the 
heart of ſtone ſhall feel the powers of hell fall 
—Remember you are now a miniſter of God, 
that your tongue is to be a well of life: you 
are to believe in Chriſt, daily to cheriſh your 
faith in Jeſus, that out of your heart may 
flow rivers of living waters. Such tides of 
heavenly and healing truths as may refreſh 
the fainting ſoul, and animate its feeble gra- 
ces.“ 


Mr. Hervey's zeal in publiſhing the glad 
tidings of ſalvation, and maintaining the 
doctrine of an © imputed righteouſneſs, by 
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the man Chriſt Jeſus, is fully diſcovered in 
moſt of the ſermons he printed, many of 
the letters he wrote to his friends, but more 
eſpecially in his dialogues, entitled, The- 
ron and Aſpaſio; of the /atter, the enſuing 
extracts may ſuffice as a ſpecimen ; while 
they evidently diſplay the elegance of his 
diction, the piety of his heart, and the 
ſtrength of his arguments.“ | 


* In the enſuing extracts, great care has been taken to ſelect, 
not merely the moſt pleaſing and pictureſque parts of the dia- 
logues Though that has been attended to,) but the ſubſtance 
and force of Mr. Hervey's arguments for © imputed righteouſ- 
zcis,” leaving the reader to judge of them as be ſees fit. 


5 
i>* 


« 


* ” 


BEAUTIES 
HERVEY. 


COLLOQUIAL BEAUTIES, 
EXTRACTED FROM 


THERON AND ASPASIO. 


Theron. HE. notion of a ſubſtituted and 

vicarious righteouſneſs, is ab- 
ſurd even to common ſenſe, and to the moſt 
natural and eaſy reflections of men.“ 


Aſpaſio. It may not, my dear friend, a- 


Theron is a private gentleman of fortune and education, 
who diſbelieves the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs ; Aſpa- 
fio is a clergyman, and an intimate friend of 'Theron's, who, 
not only believes, but, endeavours by every argument he can 
ſuggeſt, to bring him to embrace the ſame doctrine. 
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gree ee with our natural apprehenſions; nor 
Il in with the method which we might 
have deviſed for the ſalvation of mankind. 
But this is the voice of ſcripture, and a 
maxim never to be forgotten; God's 
thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor his 
ways as our ways.“ 


This notion, you fay, is abſurd even to 
common ſenſe.—A ſaying upon which 1 
mult beg leave to put a queery. It was, I 
own, abiolutely beyond the power of com- 
mon ſenſe, unaſſiſted by divine revelation, 
to diſcover this.truth.—1 will grant farther, 
that his ble ſſing infinitely tranſcends what- 

ever” cog f-fenſe has obſerved in all her 
com nt mite things ;—but 1f I have 
| on "4A 8 1 with common ſenſe, 
: N 8 BR: a >: ſhe will not, ſhe cannot 
=: pronotf 8 of Tbſurdity. 


To this — I refer the eauſe. 


And to open the cauſe a little, let me 
Juſt obſerve; that God imputed our ſins to 
his Sen. Why elſe is it ſaid ? that, at his 
ſecond coming he ſhould appear without 
ſin. T Plainly implying, that at his frf 
coming, he appeared with ſin; not indeed 
comnatted by him, but laid upon him, or im- 
puted to him. 


AIſaiah, lv. 8. + Hebrews, ix 28. 
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How elſe could the immaculate Jeſus be 
puniſhed as the moſt inexcuſable tranſgreſſ- 
or? © Awake, O ſword, againſt the man 
that is my fellow, faith the Lord of hoſts.“ 
—ls not this the voice of a judge, pro- 
nouncing the ſentence, and au oriling the 
execution? or rather, does it not deſcribe 
the action of juſtice, turning the ſword from 
us, and AE Bd it in Chriſt ? 


If Chriſt, then, w was our ſubſtitute, with re- 
gard to penal ſuffering, why: may he not 
ſtand in the ſame relation, with regard to 
ng obedience ? there is the ſame rea- 
ſon for the one, as for the other. Every 
argument in favour of the former, is equally 
concluſive in behalf of the latter. 2 


Theron. 1 freely grant, that Chriſt was 
puniſhed in our ſtead ; that his death is the 
expiation of our ſin, and our ſecurity from 
penal ſuffering. But thi 


Aſpaſio. Will undeniably prove that 
fin was imputed to him, otherwiſe he could 
not truly ſuffer in our ſtead, nor be juſtly pu- 
niſhed at all. © And imputation is as rea- 
ſonable and juſtifiable in one caſe, as in the 
other; for they both ſtand upon one and 
the ſame foot, and for that reaſon, he who 
— 


* Zachariah, xiii. 7. 
F 
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throws down one, throws down both.” —I 
ſhould by no means have interrupted my 
Theron, were it not to introduce this an- 
ſwer from an eminent divine, who adds, 
what ſhould be very ſeriouſly conſidered : 
and therefore, whoever rejects the doctrine 
of the imputation of our Saviour's righteouſ- 
neſs to man, does by ſo doing, reject the im- 
putation of man's fin to our Saviour, and all 
the conſequences of it. Or in other words, 
he who rejects the doctrine of the imputation 
does, by ſo doing, reject the doctrine of the 
expiation likewiſe.“ 


Theron. I know nothing of this Divine, 
and, eminent as he 1s, can hardly take his 


ihſe dixet. 


Aſpaſio. I was in hopes you would Pay 
the greater regard to his opinion, becauſe 
he is not in the number of the whimſical fa- 
natics.—However, © ſay I theſe things as 
a man,” or on man's authority alone? 
e {faith not the law*the ſame alſo ?”” ſpeak- 
ing of the peace-offering, the Holy Ghoſt 
has declared; “if any of the fleſh of the 
ſacrifice of his peace-offerings be eaten at 
all on the third day, it ſhall not be accept- 
ed, neither ſhall it be imputed unto him 
that offercth it.” Hence we learn, that 
ſacrifices and offerings, when duly admini- 
ſtred, were imputed to the offerer ; impffted 
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to him for reconcilation and peace with God. 
And wherefore ? becauſe they were figures 
of Chriſt, of his attonement and righteouſ- 
neſs ; which, in like manner, are, imputed 
to ſinners for their pardon and ſalvation. 


Leſt you ſhould think this proof being 
deduced from Hpical uſages, not ſufficient- 
ly concluſive i would farther obſerve, that 
the imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
bears an evident analogy to another great 
and acknowledged truth of religion. We 
did not perſonally commit Adam's fin, yet 
are we chargeable with guilt, and liable to- 
condemnation“, on that 


Theron, How! we chargeable with guilt, 
and liable to condemnation, on account of 
Adam's tranſgreſſion! this an acknowledg- 
ed truth? No; it is a poſition I muſt deny, 
I had almoſt ſaid, which I cannot but abhor. 
None other could, in the eye of juſtice and 
equity, be blamable for any offence of our 
firſt parents, but they only. : 


Aſpaſio. 80 ſays Theron; but what fays 
St. Paul? Your's may be the voice of natu- 
ral reaſon, but what is the language of di- 
vine revelation? in whom, that 1 is in“ Adam 
all have ſinned. 51 


* Romans, v. 12, 13. + bid. v. 12. 
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Theron. The words, if 1 remember ri ht, 
are— for all that have ſinned.” 5 it 
poſſible that Aſpaſio ſhould forge the hand, 


or counterfeit the ſeal of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
order to eſtabliſh a favourite notion? 


Ahaſio. Impoſlible I hope. In the mar- 
gin, the words are tranſlated as I have re- 
peated. 


In theſe words, the apoſtle aſſigns a rea- 
ſon for the preceding aſſertion, © by one 
man's ſin, death came upon all. —Jt might 
bereplied, is not this ſtrange ? is not this un- 
accountable ? No; ſays our ſacred diſpu- 
tant ; we account for it on this principle, be- 


Cauſe * all have finned.” | 


This doctrine, that we all died in Adafn, 
and were undone by his apoſtacy, cannot puz- 
zle the ſimpleſt, if unprejudiced, mind; nor 
will it offend any, but the proud philoſo- 
pher, or the ſelf-righteous moralift. And I 
aſſure you, I ſhould not mention it, much 
leſs inſiſt upon it, did it not ſubſerve (and in 
a very ſingular manner) the purpoſes of 
_ edification. The doctrine of a Redeemer, 
obeying and dying in our ſtead, is the very 
hinge and centre of all evangelical revelati- 
ons; is the very life and foul of all evange- 
lical bleſſings. This doctrine is not a little 
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illuſtrated,” and comes very much recom- 
mended by the imputation of Adam's ſin.“ 


Contraries, you know, caſt light upon, 
and ſet off each other. Winter and its ſe- 
vere cold, make ſpring and its cheering 
warmth, more ſenſibly perceived, and more 
highly pleaſing. Such an influence has the 
preſent ſubject, with reſpect to the vicari- 
ous obedience of our Mediator. The more 
clearly we ſee the realty of the firſt, the 
more thoroughly we ſhall diſcern the expe- 
diency, the excellency, and the glory of 
the laſt, the more we are humbled under 
conviction of the former, the more we ſhall 
court, or the more we ſhall triumph in the 
enjoyment of the latterf. The ee 


draws a long parallel, or rather forms a ſtrong 


contraſt between them, in the fifth chapter 
to the Romans. He ſpeaks copiouſly of A- 
dam's guilt, imputed to all mankind for con- 
demnation and death, that he may ſpeak the 
more acceptably, the more charmingly of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, imputed to all belie- 
vers for juſtification and life. In that dark 


Romans, v. 15. 


+ If the ſinner is convinced of his liability or obnoxiouſneſs 
to eternal puniſhment, from the guilt of Adam's fla deſcending 
by generation upon him, as upen all mau« nd, the death of 
Chriſt as a ſuſſicieat atonement for 9rigine! as Ne aza tal rats 
grelſion, Will appear the mo. valuable, aud according bg 
more highly prized. 


I 2 


\- .» 
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ground, he well knew this faireſt, lovelieſt 
flower of chriſtianity appears with peculiar 
beauty, indeed with all the beauty of con- 
ſummate wiſdom, and adorable benignity. 


Theron. It really ſeems to me a thing 
impaſſible, that one man's righteouſneſs ſhould 
be made anothers. Can one man live by 
the ſoul of another ? or be learned by the 
learning of another ? Good Aſpaſio, never 
attempt to maintain fuch palpable abſurdi- 
ties. They will only expoſe chriſtianity to 
the ſcorn of infidels. 


Aſpafio. Iinfidels ſcoff at this comfort- 
able truth, their ſcoffing will be like their 
other cavils, not the voice of reaſon, but the 


elamour of prejudice. 


My friend's objection inſinuates what we 
never aſſert : that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is transfuſed into believers, which would, 
doubtleſs, be in fact, impoſſible, as it is in 
theory abſurd. But this we diſavow, as ſtre- 
nuoũſly as you can oppoſe. The Redeem- 
er's righteouſneſs is made ours, not by infu- 
fion, but by imputation. The very terms we 
uſe may acquit us from ſuch a ridiculous 
charge; as imputation ſignifies,* a placing 
to the account of one what is done or ſuffer- 
ed by another,” Accordingly we believe, 
that the righteouſneſs which juſtifies abides 
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in Chriſt, but is placed to our account: that 
Chriſt, and Chriſt alone, actually perfor- 
med it : that Chriſt, and Chriſt alone, per- 
ſonally poſſeſſes it: but that performing it 
in our ſtead, and poſſeſſing it as our cove- 
nant-head, God imputes it to us. God ac- 
cepts us for it—accepts us as much, as if we 
had, on our own behalf, and in our perſons, 
ſeverely fulfilled it. 's 


Though one man cannot live, be actuated 
with a principle of lite; by the ſoul of another; 
yet you muſt allow, that one man, nay, that 
many men may live, be continued in the 
poſſeſſion of life, for the righteouſneſs of ano- 
ther: or elſe you muſt do what I am ſure 
you abhor.— Vou muſt charge with abſurdi- 
ty and impoſſibility, even the declaration of 
Jehovah himſelf; If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then will I ſpare 
all the place for their ſakes*.” When your 
worthy miniſter was diſabled, bya rheumatic 
. diſorder, from attending on the buſineſs of 
his function, ſeveral ofthe neighbouring cler- 
gy gave him their aſſiſtance : was he not by 
this vicarious performance of his office, inti- 
tled to all the profits of his living? It ſeems 
therefore, not ſo unexampled a thing, for 
one perſon to act in another's ſtead. And 
when a ſervice is thus diſcharged by the 


* Geneſis, xviii. 26, 
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proxy, the benefit may, according to the re- 
ceived maxims of mankind, accrue to the 


principal. 


Did not Jehu's deſcendants, even to the 

fourth generation, reap- the advantage of 
their great-grandfather's zealf ? does not 
the Duke of enjoy the honours and 
rewards won by the ſword of a victoriousan- 
ceſtor? and may not the whole world of be- 
hevers, with equal, with far greater juſtice, 
receive life and ſalvation on account of their 
all-deſerving Saviour? —eſpecially ſince he 
and they are one myſtical body, repreſented 
as ſuch in ſcripture, and conſidered as ſuch 
by God. 


No, fay you: © this is contrary to the 
rules of diſtributive juſtice.” What is your 
idea of a ſurety ? how was the affair ſtated, 
and how were matters negociated, with re- 
lation to your generous acquaintance Phi- 
lander ? he, you know, was bound for an un- 
fortunate brother who lately ſtepped aſide. 


Theron. The debt, by his brother's ab- 
ſconding, devolved upon Philander. He 
was reſponſible tor all, and obliged to pay 
the whole ſum. | 


＋ 2 Kings, x. 20. 
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Aſpaſio. Was not his Payment as fatiſ- 
factory to the creditor, as if the money had 
been paid in the debtor's own perſon, by 
the debtor's 6wn hand ? | 


Theron, Certainly. 


aſio. Was not the debtor by this vi- 
5 payment, releaſed from all fear of 
proſecution, and acquitted from any future 
demand on this ſcore ? 


Theron. He was. 


Aſpaſio. Apply this inſtance to the re- 
demption of ſinner's by Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
in the ſacred writings expreflly tiled a 
ſurety*.—-If Philander's act was deemed, 
in the eſtimation of law, the act of his bro- 
ther; if the deed of the former was imput- 
ed, in point of advantage, entirely to the. 

lat ter, why ſhould not the ſame effects take 
place, with regard to the divine bondſman, 
and poor inſolvent finners ? why ſhould that 
be exploded in our ſyſtem of divinity, 

Which is univerſally admitted in our courts 
of juſtice'? | | 


"Theron. Obedience and righteouſneſs 
are, in the nature of the things themſelves, 
perſonal qualities, and only ſo. Every man 


* Hebrews, vi. 22. 
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is that only (and can be nothing elſe) which 
he is in himſelf. 


Aſpaſe 0. Righteouſneſs, as Feeling | in us, 
15 undoubtedly a perſonal quality. Obedi- 
ence, as performed by us, comes under the ſame 
denomination. But does this ſupercede the 
neceſſity, or deſtroy the exiſtence of imput- 
ed righteouſneſs ?—Your firit propoſition is 
ambiguous. Let it ſpeak diſtinctly; add in- 
herent to your righteouſneſs, and the ſenſe 
becomes determinate, but the argument 
falls to the ground. 


« Every man is that only (and can be no- 
thing elſe) which he is in himſelf.“ —if I had 
never ſeen the Bible, I ſhould have yielded 
my ready aſſent to his propoſition. But 
when I open the Old Teſtament, and find it 
written by the prophet ; “ In the Lord ſhall 


, 1 all the houſe of Iſrael be juſtified“. When 


L turn to the New Teſtament, and hear the 
apoſtle-ſaying,. ye are complete in him, 
who is. the head of all principalities and pow- 
ers: I cannot concur with Theron, with- 
out contradicting the revelation. ' Irael, or 
the true believer, is ſaid to be juſtified ; and 
the foundation of this bleſſing 1s declared to 
be, not in himſelf, but in the Lord. The 
C oloſſians are ſaid to be complete, which,“ 


* \ Iaiab, xlv. 25, | Teen, ii. 10. 
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we are very certain they were not in them- 
ſelves; and are expreſsly aſſured they were 
ſo in Chriſt Hence it appears quite con- 
trary to my friend's aſſertion, that ſinners 
both have and are that in Chriſt, which they 
neither have nor are in themſelves, They 
have, by imputation a righteouſneſs in Chriſt; 
they are, by this imputed righteouſneſs, com- 
As before God. 


believe your miſtake proceeds from ne- 
glecting to diſtinguiſh between inherent and 
imputed. We never ſuppoſe that a profane 
perſon is devout, or an intemperate perſon 
ſober. To live ſoberly and act devoutly is 
inherent righteouſneſs. But we maintain, 
that the pfbfane and intemperate, being con- 
vinced of their inquiity, and betaking them- 
ſelves to the all- ſufficient Saviour for re- 
demption, are intereſted in the merit both 
of his life and of his death. This is imputed © 
righteouſneſs We farther affirm, that 
though criminal in themſelves, they are 
made righteous in Chriſt, and are accepted 
by God for his beloved Son's ſake. This 
is juſtification, though imputed righteouſ- 
neſs. 


Neither is this a precarious or unwarrant- 
able opinion, but the clear and poſitive de- 
claration of ſcripture. He juſtifieth, he ab- 
ſolves from guilt, he treats us as righteous. 
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Whom ? upright, obedient, ſinleſs creatures; 
this were nothing extraordinggy/—no ; but 
he juſtifieth the ungodly that believe in 
the Lord Jeſus,” * imputing, as the ground 
of this juſtification, zherr treſpaſſes to him, 
and his righteouſneſs to them ; this is di- 
vinely gracious indeed I 


Iam perſuaded that multitudes in the gay 
and licentious world are held faſt in the fatal 
ſnare of ſin and carnal ſecurity, by their ig- 
norance of this ſweet, alluring, conſolatory 
truth : they find themſelves deeply obnoxi- 
ous to divine juſtice, and feel themſelves 
ſtrongly bound with the chains of ſenſuality. 

They think itis impoſſible to clear the | en- 
ormous ſcore of their guilt, impoſſible to de- 
liver themſelves from the confirmed domi- 
nion of ſin. Therefore, like deſperate debt- 


ors, they ſtifle every ſerious thought, leafl a 


conſciouſneſs of their long arrears, and a 


proſpect of the dreadful reckoning + ſhould 
torment them before the timeF. But if they 


were infor med, that the infinitely merciful 
Son of God has undertaken to redeem ſuch 


undone and helpleis ſinners: That he has 


thoroughly expiated the moſt horrid tranſ- 
greſſions, and procured, even for ungodly 


*Romans, iv. 5, + Cor. v. 19, 21. 


Mat. viii, 29. 
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wretches, all the needful ſupplies of ſtrengtnß- 
ening grace. hat inſtead of being ow 
bited, they are mvited to partake of theſe 
unſpeakable bleſſings.—l ſay were they ac- 
quainted with theſe glad tidings of the goſ- 
pel, their chains, which now are like ſteel 
and adamant, would become like a thread of 
tow, when it toucheth the fire“. 


Tes, my friend, theſe truths, if once re- 
vealed and received in their hearts, would 
be an infallible method to make them free +. 


God the father is well pleaſed with this 
righteouſneſs of our Redeemer. He ex- 
preſſes his complacency by the moſt empha- 
tical words: behold my ſervant whom I 
uphold, mine elect, in whom my foul de- 
lighteth, viz. ia Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
neſs. God is not only pleaſed, but delight - 
ed : his very ſoul, every perfection of the 
godhead, with ineffable ſatisfaction, reſts 
and acquieſces in them. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is well pleaſed. He eſteems it his 
honour to ſhine forth as the everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs of his people. It is the brighteſt 
jewel of his mediatorial crown. 


In this he ſees the travel of his ſoul, and is 
ſatisfiedq; accounting himſelf fully recom- 


Judges, xvi. 9. + John, Vill. 32. t Iſaiah, liii. 11. 
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penſed for all the labours of his life, and all 
the ſorrows of his death, when finners are 
waſhed from their guilt in his blood, and 
preſented faultleſs by his obedience. | 


The holy Spirit is equally pleaſed with 
this great tranſaction, and its matchleſs ef- 
fects ; it is his peculiar office and favourite 
employ to convince the world of the fullneſs 
and efficacy of their Saviour's righteouſneſs, 


Since then this method of acceptance and 
ſalvation is excellent and glorious in the eyes 
of the adorable Trinity—fince it magnifies 

the law, and yields the moſt exalted hon- 
ours to its divine Author—ſince it makes 
ample proviſion for the holineſs of a cor- 
rupt, and the happineſs of a ruined world, 
why ſhould my friend any longer diſlike it, 
oppoſe it, or treat it with a cold indifference ? 


Surely all theſe grand recommendations 
are enough to over-rule any little objecti- 
ons, which may ariſe from the ſuſpicions of 
timidity, or be ſtarted by the artifices of ſo- 


phiſtry and cunning. 


It is very probable I may meet with af- 
fictions ; death in my family, or diſeaſe in 
my perſon ; diſappointments may fruſtrate 
my deſigns ; Providence may wear a frown- 


ing aſpect ; as though the Lord had a con- 


4” 
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troverſy with his ſinful creature, and was 
cauſing him to poſſeſs the iniquities of his 
youth ; and what will be ſufficient to ſup- 
port and cheer in ſuch a gloomy hour ? no- 
thing but the © righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt.” - 


Nothing is ſovereign to clam our fears, 
and remove all apprehenſions of the Divine 
wrath, or to draw the curtains of horror from 
around our ſick beds, and throw our lan- 
guiſhing eye-lids off the gloom of the ſha- 
dow of death, as a believing improvement of 
the imputed righteouſneſs of our dear Re- 
deemer : this clears up the mournful ſcene, 
and takes away the ſting of tribulation and 
diſtreſs. . | 

Attending to this great itiation, the 
ſufferer ſees his ſins 2. his God 
reconciled; from whence he concludes, that 
the ſevereſt afiftions are only fatherly cor- 
rections, and ſhall not exceed his ability to 
bear, and ſhall aſſuredly obtain a graci- 
ous iſſue. He can fetch comfort from that 
cheering word, I will be with him, and 
bring him to honour ““. 


Theſe ſupports have enabled the ſaints to 
kiſs the rod, and bleſs the hand which chaſ- 
tiſed them. To poſſeſs their ſouls, not in 


Palm ci. 15. 
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atience only, but in thankfulneſs alfo. 

Vhile they have looked inward, and diſcern- 
ed their abſolute need of theſe Eitter but ſa- 
lutary medicines, they have looked upward, 
and beheld the cup in a moſt wiſe and ten- 
der phyſician's hand : have looked forward, 
with a joyful hope, to that better world, 
where God will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there ſhall be no more forrow, 
nor any more pain for ever, 


The laſt occaſion of need 1s the trying 
hour of death, and the tremendous day of 
judgment. Will this righteouſneſs carry us 
with ſafety through the darkſome valley, 
and preſent us with acceptance at the dread- 
ful tribunal 2—It will: it will.— This filen- 
ces all the curſes of the law, and diſarms 


death of every terror. 


To believe in this ' righteouſneſs, is to 
meet death at our Saviour's fide, or rather, 
like good old Simeon, with the Saviour in 
our arms. They overcame, ſays the belov- 
ed diſciple, they overcame the laſt enemy, 
not by natural fortitude, or philoſophic re- 
ſolution, but by the blood of the Lamb“. 
By that grand price of redemption which 
coſt the Redeemer every drop of his blood : 

which delivers ſinners from the wrath” to 
- * 


* Rev. xii, 11. 


— 


BEAUTIES ex HERVEY. 77 


come, and entitles them to the incorruptible 
inheritance, | 


te I know,” adds the heroic apoſtle *whom 
I have believed; “ Iam aſſured that my Je- 
ſus is infinitely faithful, and will not deſert 
me ; that his ranſom is abſolutely ſufficient, 
and cannot deceive me, therefore, with a ho- 
ly bravery, he bids defiance to death, or ra- 
ther triumphs over it, as a vanquiſhed ene- 
my ; © thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Nay, through the victorious efficacy of 
Chriſt's propitiation, death is ours; not our 
foe, but our friend and deliverer. We may 
number it among our treaſures, and reit ſa- 
tisfied that to die is our gainF. 


Ol for a firm and laſting faith, 

To credit what the Almighty ſaith; 
T' embrace the promiſe of his Son, 
And call the joys of Heaven our own. 


DR. WarTTs. 


Theron. I know not how it is, Aſpaſio; 
but I cannot reconcile myſelf to this doc. 
trine of imputed righteouſneſs :”” notwith. 
ſtanding all the pains you have taken to make 
me a conyert, ; 
2 Tim. i. 12. f f Cor. xv. 57, | Philipoians b. 4. - 
G 2 
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Ajpaſio. The diſappointment is mine, 
but the leſs is your's, Theron. —However, 
let me entreat you not to reject my ſenti- 
ments abſolutely, nor to condemn them pre- 
matugely. Suppoſe it poſſible, at leaſt, that 
they may be true, and weigh them in an e- 
ven balance. Learn wiſdom from your A- 
ſpaſio's folly, I was once exactly in your ſi- 
tuation, ſaw things in your light, and through 
your medium. 


Converſing (1 well remember) with a de- 
vout but plain perſon, our diſcourſe hap- 
pened to turn on the ſolemn. admonition ; 
if any man will come after me, let him de- 
ny himſelf.” I was haranging upon the 
import and extent of the duty; ſhewing, 
that merely to forbear the infamous action, 
is little, We muſt deny admitrance, deny 
entertainment atleaſt to the evil imagination, 
and 'quench even the kindling ſpark of irre- 
gular deſtre.— When I had ſhot a random 
bolt, my honeſt friend replied, © There is a- 
nother inſtance of ſelfdenial, to which this in- 
junction extends, and which is of very 
great moment in the chriſtian religion; I 
mean the inſtance of renouncing our own 
ſtrength, and our own righteouſneſs, not 
leaning on het for holineſs, nor relying on 


this for juſlif.cation.” I thought the old 


4 


man, I muſt confeſs, little better than a ſu- 
perititious de tard; and wondered at (what 
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T then fancied) the motley mixture of piety 
and oddity in his notions. But now I dif- 
cern ſenſe, ſolidity, and truth in his obſerva- 
tion. Now I perceive that we ourſelves 
are often the dreamers, when we imagine o- 
thers to be faſt a ſleep. . 


Theron. You have no reaſon to be a 
ſhamed Aſpaſio, of receiving n 
from your — counſellor. 


Aſpaſio, But ſtill “You cannot reconcile 
yourſelf.” And no wonder. For this way of 
ſalvation runs directly counter to the 3 
of corrupt nature. It puzzles our reaſon, 
and offends our pride. What! ſhall we 
not work, but believe unto righteouſueſs ? Hall 
we receive all freely, and reckon ourſelves no 
better than unprofitable ſervants ? having no- 
thing whatſoever. that may recommend us 
to our Maker.” This is a method to which 
we ſhould never ſubmit; this is a propoſal 
which we ſhould always ſpurn, were not our 
natural, ſentiments rectified, and our high 
imaginations abaſed by the power of Ci- 
vine grace. we 


Let me remind you of a little incident- 
which you muſt have read in the Grecian 
hiſtory : a certain ſtranger came one day to 
dine. with ſome Lacedemonians, who always 
ſat down at a public table, and were content. 


2 


80 BEAUTIES or HERVEY. 


with the plaineſt food, the gentleman ac- 
cuſtomed to higher eating, could not for- 
bear expreſſing his diſguſt at the homely pro- 
viſion.—Sir, ſaid the cook, you do not make 
uſe of the ſauce. What do you mean? re- 
plied the gueſt.— Lou do not uſe hard ex- 
erciſe, nor habituate yourſelf to long abſti- 
nence, nor bring a ſharpened appetite to 
the meal —And you, my dear friend, I am 
apprehenſive, have not the ſauce, have not 
the proper preparative for this ſalutary doc- 
trine, which is indeed the bread of life, and 
the very marrow of the goſpel. 


Theron, What preparative? Did you 
not juſt now ſay that all was free, and no- 
thing needful, but only to receive the bleſ- 
ſing t | 
afio. True; nothing is needful, as in- 

ining God to give, but only as inclining us 
to receive. Would you ſeek, would you 
ſolicit, would you ſo much as accept a par- 
don from your ſovereign, unleſs you ſtood 
convicted of ſome capital crime, or was ap- 
parently liable to condemnation? neither 
will ſinful man ſeek, no, nor accept the great 
attonement, till he is made ſenſible that the 
wrath of God and the damnation of hell are 
what he juſtly deſerves, and what, without 
the propitiation of Chriſt, he muſt unavoida- 
bly ſuffer 


a 
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This, then, is the preparative.—A ſenſe 
of the horrible filthineſs of the leaſt fin in 
the ſight of God ; of the innumerable ſins of 
our heart and life, and our undone damnable 
ſtate on this account.—While deſtitute of 
theſe convictions, our ſouls will be like the 
full ſtomach, that loathes even the honey- 
comb. So long as theſe convictions are 
/iight, and hover only in the imagination; we 
{hall be like Gallio, liſtleſs, indifferent, and 
«caring for none of thoſe things. But 
when they are deep and penetrate the heart, 
then the righteoulneſs of a Redeemer will be 
ſweet, taſteful, and inviting. Sweet as 
myrrh and frankincenſe to the ſmell ; taſte- 
ful as milk and honey to the palate ; in- 
viting as gold and treaſures to the ruined 
bankrupt. | | | 


Theron. How are theſe convictions 
wrought in the ſoul ? 5. 


Aſpaſio. - By the law is the knowledge 
of {in.” Conſequently, by the law is the 
conviction of our undone ſtate. Let us 
theretore endeavour to underſtand the law; of 
God how pure, how extenſive, how ſublime- 
ly perfect it is.— Then, judge of our ſpiritual 
condition, not from the flattering ſuggeſti- 


ons of ſelf- love, nor from the defefFive e, 


amples of our fellow creatures, but by this 
unerring ſtandard of the ſanctuary. Above 
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all, let us beſeech the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to ſend his enlightening 
ſpirit into our hearts: for indeed, without 
enlightening influefices of the ſpirit, we may 
have the divine law in our hand; we may 
comprehend its grammatical meaning ; yet 
be like blind Bartimeus under the meri- 
dian fun. It is the bleſſed ſpirit alone who 
can remove the veil of ignorance from our 
minds ; and ſhew us either © the wonderful 
things of God's law,” or the glorious myſ- 
teries, of his goſpel. In this ſenſe, our po- 
lite poet ſpecks a truth, as ſingularly impor- 
portant as it is elegantly expreſſed: 

He from thick films ſhall purge the viſual ray, 

« And on the ſightleſs eye-balls pour the day.” 

Will you give me leave to propoſe ano- 
ther expedient, which, I believe, may be 
conſiderably ſerviceable in this particular 
caſe, Which Iam aſſured, will be greatly 
advantageous in many other reſpects. 


Theron. Backward as I am to adopt 

our doctrine, I am no enemy to my own 
intereſt ; therefore, ſhall not only give you 
leave to propoſe, but give you thanks for 
communicating ſo valuable an advice. 


Aſpaſio. It is, in reality, none of mine. 
It was long ago recommended by our old ac- 
quaintance Horace. It conſiſts in keeping a 


diary. 


/ 
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Compile a ſecret hiſtory of your heart 
and conduct. — Take notice of the manner 
in which your 7ime is you and of the 
ſtrain which runs through your - diſcourſe. 
How often the former is loft in trifies, how 
often the latter evaporates in vanity. At- 
tend to the principle from which your acti- 
ons flow ; whether from the ſteady habitual 


love of God, or from ſome rambling im- 
pulſe, and a cuſtomary propenſity to pleaſe_ 


yourſelf. Minute down your fins of amiſſi- 
on; how frequently you neglect to glorify 
your Creator, to edify your fellow crea- 
tures; and to improve yourſelf in know- 
ledge and holineſs. Obſerve the frame of 
your ſpirit in religious duties ; with what re- 
luctance they are undertaken, and with what 
indevotion performed; with how many 
wanderings of thought, and with how much 
dullneſs of defire. How often, in tranſact- 
ing commen affairs, you feel the inordinate 


fallies of paſſion, the workings of evil con- 


cupiſcence, or the intruſion of fooliſh ima- 
ginations. | 


Regiſter thoſe ſecret faults, to which none 
but your own conſcience is privy, and which 
none but the all-ſeeing eye diſcerns. Often 
review theſe intereſting memoirs; frequent- 
ly contemplate yourſelf in this faithful mir- 
ror, and do not be afraid to ſee your wants 
and weakneſſes, the depravity of your heart, 


* 
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and the iniquity of your life. An artiſt, 
ſome time ago, took a ſurvey of your eſtate; 
drew the form, and meaſured the dimenſi- 
ons of each encloſure; pictured out every 
hedge, and ſcarce omitted a ſingle tree 
which grew upon the premiſes. —ACt this 
with your will, your underſtanding, and your 
affections, 


By this means we ſhall diſcover the ſins 
which moſt eaſily beſet us, which moſt fre- 
quently elude our vigilance, and baffle our 
reſolution. We ſhall learn c to poſt our 
guard, when to exerciſe the ſtricteſt watch, 
and where to direct the artillery of prayer. 
nn a word, we ſhall learn better than from 
ten thouſand volumes, to know ourlelves. 
A knowledge which was ſuppoſed, by the 
ancient philoſophers, to deicend from hea- 
ven, and which, I believe, our chriſtian 
divines will allow, has a happy tendency to 
lead people thither; becauſe, of all other 
preparatives, it beſt diſpoſes them for that 
bleſſed Redeemer, who is the way, the on- 
ly way to thoſe bliſsful manſions. 


Now I have mentioned a way, let me 
ſuppoſe you travelling through an unknown 
country: you came to a place where the 
road divides itſelf into two equally inviting 
parts. You are at a loſs which track to 
purſue. Whoſe direction will you. chooſe 
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to follow ? that man's who has paſſed thro” 
neither of them? that man's who has paſſed 
through one of them only ? or that man's 
who has paſſed and repaſſed them Shi? To 
wait for an anſwer would be an affront to 
your judgment: only let me obſerve, that 
the laſt is your Aſpaſio's caſe. He has tra- 
velled long, and proceeded far, even in your 
path. All that circumſpection and aſſidui- 
ty, all that prayer and ſelf-denial, all that 
faſting and alms, and every other means of 

grace could do, in order to eſtabliſh a righ- | 
teouſneſs of his own, has been done.—But 
to no purpoſe. He has allo trod every ſtep 
in the way, which he recommends to his 
beloved friend. He has made the trial con- 
cerning the righteouſneſs without works, or 

the righteouſneſs of God imputed. He can 

ſet his probatum eſt to whatſoever he adviſes 
on this ſubject, and may venture to ſay, 

with his divine MASTER, © we ſpeak that 

we do know,” and teſtify that we have ex- 

perienced, _- 55 8 


Theron. I am ſorry to obſerve that the 
night is coming on, and our converſation 
almoſt at an end. My regret is increaſed 
by the conſideration. of your intended jour- 
ney. Though buſineſs obliges you to depart, 
it will I hope, afford you leiſure to ride. 
This will be ſome compenſation for the 
want of your * 1 
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Yonder ſun is ſinking below the horizon, 
and juſt taking his leave of our earth, To 
retard the departing radiance, at leaſt to al- 
leviate the approaching loſs thoſe weſtern 
clouds catch the rays, and reflect them to our 
view in a moſt amuſing diverſity of colours. 
By this means we enjoy the great luminary 
in his beams, even when His orb is withdrawn 
from our ſight. An epiſtolary correſpon- 
dence has ſomething of the ſame nature, 
Letters may be called the talk of abſent 
friends. By this expedient, they communi- 
cate their thoughts, even though countries, 
kingdoms, or Teas inte rcept their ſpeech. 
You muſt, therefore, promiſe me this ſatiſ- 
faction, that I may converſe with my Aſpa- 
ſio by the fen, when I can no longer have an 
intercourle with him in perſcr. 


Fjpafio. You have anticipated me, The- 
ron; otherwiſe, what is now my promiſe, 
would have been my requeſt. 


4 cantct but take notice of another parti- 
cularity in that magnificent aſſemblage of 
clouds; how they varied their appearance, 
as the lamp of day changed its ſituation.— 
A little while ago, thoſe curtains of the {ky 
were ſtreaked with orange, or tinged with 
amber. Preſently tney borrow the bluſh 
of the roſe, or the ſoftened red of the pink, 
'Ere long, they glow with vermillion, or 
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deepen into crimſon. Soon ſucceeds the. 
urple, more beautiful and grand than any 
imperial robe, and as ſoon (thus tranſient 
is all ſublunary grandeur !) gives place to 
the /able veil of evening, or ſaddens into the 
gloomy pall of night. Such I truſt, will be 
the iſſue of my Theron's preſent apprehen- 
ſions. All his fplendid ideas of human ex- 
cellency and ſelf-righteouſneſs will become 
faint, will loſe their 1maginary luſtre, till at 
length they fade away, and darken into ab- 
ſolute ſelfobaſement.— Then the grace of 
free juſtification will be amiable, will be de- 
firable as the beauties of the dawn, breaking 
upon the ſhades of night. Then you will 
make no difficulty to ſay with the Pſalmiſt 
and the Apoſtle, « Bleſſed is the man unto 
whom God imputeth righteouineſs without 
works*,”” 7 NESS 


Oh, my Theron! what is the drop of a 
bucket to the unfathomable waves of the 
ocean? what is a grain of ſand to the un- 
meaſureable dimenſions of the univerſe ? 
what 1s an hour or a moment to the endleſs 
revolutions of eternity ? ſuch are all human 
endowments and temporary attainments, - 
compared with his righteouſneſs, who 
thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God, yet took on him the form of a ſervant? 


* Romans, iv. 6. 
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who was made fin for us who knew no fin, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
_ God in him*?”—And is this righteouſneſs 
deſigned for us? I this to be our wedding 
dreſs, this our beautiful array, when. we enter 
the regions of eternity ? Unſpeakable pri- 
vilege !—Is this what God has provided 
to ſupply, and more than ſupply our loſs in 
Adam? Boundleſs benignity !—Shall we 
be treated by the Judge of the world, as if 
we had performed all this unſinning and per- 
fect obedience ? well might the prophet cry 
out, like one loſt in aſtoniſnment, © how 
great is his goodneſs !'” How great indeed! 
ſince all that the Lord Jeſus did and ſuffered, 
was done and ſuffered for us men, and for 
our ſalvation, © is imputed unto us for righ- 
teouſneſs, and is the cauſe, the ſole but infi- 
nitely ſufficient cauſe of our juſtification. 


Is not your heart enamoured, my dear 
Theron, with a view of this incomprehenſi- 
bly rich grace? what ſo excellent, what fo 
comfortable, what 1o deſirable as the gift of 
a Saviour's righteouſneſs ? though delineat- 
ed by this feet/e pen, methinks it has glory 
and dignity enough to captivate our hearts, 
and fire our affections ; fire them with ar- 
dent and diſtinguiſhable defires after a per- 
ſonal intereſt and propriety in 1t,—O ! may 


* 2 Cor. v. 21. 


* 
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the eternal Spirit reveal our Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs, in all its heavenly beauty and 
divine luſtre! then, I am perſuaded, we ſhall 
eſteem it above every thing; we ſhall regard 
it as the one thing needful ; we ſhall count 
all things in compariſon of it, worthleſs - as 
the chaff, and empty as the wind. 


But here ſinners may *ſuck and be fatisfi- 
ed with this breaſt of conſolation ;” yea, 
millions and thouſands of millions * may 
milk out and be delighted with the abun- 
dande of its glory. Here we ſhall find the 
doctrine of ſupererogation, no longer a chi- 
mera, but a delightful reality. Here, indeed, 

is an immenſe ſurpluſage, an inexhauſtible 
fund of merit, ſuſficient - to enrich a whole 
world of indigent and miſerable creatures; 
ſufficient to make their cup run over with a 
ſuperabundant fulneis of peace and joy, ſo 
long as time ſhall laſt, and when time ſhall 
be no more. For to uſe the apoſtle's weighty - 
argument, * if by one man's offence, death 
reigned by one; much more they which re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and of the gift of 
righteouſneſs ſhall reign in life by me,“ Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Is it reaſonable that we ſhould 
aſcribe more power to Adam, a mere man, 


in making us finners, than in Chriſt, the 
 GOD-MAN, in making us righteous? No 
| verily. If one offence, committed by one 
man, made all his poſterity chargeable with 
| H 2 
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guilt, and liable to death, uucH More ſhall 
the manifold inſtances of our divine Redeem- 
er's obedience abſolve all his people from 
condemnation and puniſhment, and intitle 
thera to the honours and joys of immortali- 


ty. 


Think not that what I have written is the 
language of rant; it is a paraphraſe, though 
I muſt confeſs, but a ſcanty paraphraſe, on 
David's practice, and. David's faith; My 
mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs 
and thy ſalvation all the day, for I know? not 
the numbers thereof.” The ſupereminent 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the great ſalva- 
tion obtained thereby, he declares, ſhall be 
the choſen, the principal ſubject of his diſ- 
courſe ; not on a ſabbath only, but on eve- 
* 7y day of the week, of the year, of his life: 
not barely at the ſtated returns of ſolemn 
devotion; but on every common occaſion, 
in every ſocial interview, all the day long. 

Why will he thus dwell, perpetually and 
invariably dwell, on this darling theme ? 
| becauſe, © he knew not the numbers there- 
of.” It is impoſſible to meaſure the value, 
or exhauſt the fullneſs of theſe bleſſings. 
The righteouſneſs is unſpeakable, the falva- 
is everlaſting. To compute the duration 
of the one, numbers fail; to deſcribe the 
excellency of the other, words are at a loſs, ' 
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This will appear in a clearer light, if, to 
the perfection of his obedience, we add the 
majeſty of our Saviour's perſon,—Let me de- 
fire my friend, the friend of my boſom, to 
contemplate our Lord Jeſus under that 
lovely and auguſt character, cLORIOUS IN 
HOLINEsS. And, for my part, I will not 
ceaſe to pray, that a ſenſe of this ſupere- 
minently grand and precious righteouſneſs 
may be written on my Theron's heart.— 
On thoſe living tables, may it be like figures 
cut on a rock of ſold marble, or inſcribed 
on the bark of a ſolid tree; be laſting in its 
duration as the former, and fpreading in its 
influence as the latter, and it will then be 
a ſure proof that his name is written in 
the Boa 4 „ 


You give a moſt aſtoniſhing account of 
the preſſure of the atmoſphere. Aſtoniſh- 
ing indeed ! that we ſhould be continually 
ſurrounded, continually overwhelmed with 
ſuch a load of air; quite dreadful to think 
upon! yet not be cruſhed to death; no, 
nor be ſenſible of the leaſt weight.—This, 
I think, may ſerve to repreſent the ſtate of 
ſinners, anawalened from carnal ſecurity. 
Loads, more than mountainons loads of guilt, 
are upon his ſoul, and he perceives not the 
burden. For this reaſon, he is under no 
apprehenſions of the vengeance and fiery 
indignation which he deſerves; he has no 
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ſuperlative eſteem for the attonement and 
merits of the Redeemer, which alone can 
deliver him from the wrath to come ; but 
if once his conſcience feels what his lips, 
perhaps, have often repeated, © we do ear- 
neſtly repent us of theſe our miſdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grie vous unto 
us, the burden of them intolerable ;” then 
how will he prize ſuch a text; „The Lord 
laid on Chriſt the iniquity of us all:” how 
will he long for an intereſt in the Lamb of 
God, © which taketh away the ſin of the 
world!“ then that Jeſus, who has finiſhed 
the tranſgreſſion, and brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, will be all his ſalvation, and 
all his deſire. . 


That Mr. Hervey was a great admirer 
f the charms of rural nature, and cloſely 
ſtudied the beauties of her ſylvan retreats 
may be readily proved by his choice of, 
and attachment to the ſilent receſſes of the 
country, and his pictureſque deſcriptions of 
them in various parts of his admired writ- 
ings: the beginnings of his Meditations, 
Contemplations and Dialogues, e evi- 
dence his taſte and genius, eſpecially for 
rural and luxuriant paintings; the following 
extracts from the aforementioned dialogues 
will, I doubt not, be very acceptable to all 
who are fond of romantic aad ſequeſtered 


ſcenes. 


DESCRIPTIVE BEAUTIES. 


3 


A DESCRIPTION OF THERON'S EXTENSIVE 

GARDENS. 

HE ſpot adjoining to the houſe was 

| appropriated to the cultivation of 
fowers.—In a variety of handſome com- 
partments were aſſembled the choiceſt beau- 
ties of blooming nature. Here the hya- 
cinth hung her ſilken bells, or the /ilhes rear 
ed their ſilver pyramids. There ſtood the 
neat narciſſus, Poſcly attired in a mantle of 
ſnowy luſtre, while the ſplendid ranunculus 
wore a full trimmed ſuit of radiant ſcarlet. 
Pinks were riſing to enamel the borders ; ro/es 
_ were opening to dreſs the walks, ſurround- 
ed on all ſides with a profuſion of beauteous 
forms, either latent in the ſtalk, or burſting 
the buds, or blown into full expanſion. 
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This was bounded by a light partition: a 
fort of verdant parapet, through which 
they deſcended by an eaſy flight of ſteps, 
and are preſented with the elegant ſimpli- 
city of the &:itcben-garden.—In one place 
you might ſee the marygolid flowering, or 
the beans in bloſſom. In another the en- 
dive curled her leaves, or the lettuce thick- 
ened her tuits. Cauliflowers ſheltered their 
fair complexion under a green umbrella, 
while the borage diſhevelled her locks, and 
braided them with native jewels of a finer 
than the fineſt ſapphires.— On the funny 
Hopes, the cucumber and melon lay baſking 
in the collected beams. On the raiſed beds 
the artichoke ſeemed to be erecting a ſtand- 
ard, while the aſparagus ſhot into ranks of 
ſpears. The level ground produced all marr- 
ner of cooling ſallads and. nouriſhing eſcu- 
lents ; which, like the brows of the Olym- 
pic conquerors, were bound with a fillet of 
unfading parſley ; or, like the pictures of 
the mountain nymphs,. were graced with a 
chaplet of fragrant marjoram.—In ſhort, 
nothing was wanting to furniſh out the 
wholeſome luxury of an aulediluvean ban- 


quet.. 


Soon a high wall intervenes, through 
which a wicket opens, and tranſmits. them 
into the regular and equidiſtant rows of an 


erchard.— This plantation is fo nicely ad- 
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juſted, that it looks like an arrangement of 
rural piazzas, or a collection of diverſified 
viſtas, The eve is every where entertained 
with the exacteſt uniformity, and darts, with 
vnobſtructed eaſe, from one end of the 
branching files to the other. On all the 
boughs lay a lovely evolution of bloſſoms, 
arrayed in milky white, or tinged with the 
ſofteſt red; crouding into one general cluſ- 
ter, without atlas a vacant ſpace for 
leaves, they formed the faireſt, the gayeſt, 
the grandeft alcove thar fancy itſelf can ima- 
gine. It is really like the Court of Grac- 
es; none can approach it, without finding 
his ideas brightened, and feeling his temper 
exhilirated. 


Contiguous to this correct diſpoſition of 
things, nature has thrown a wilderneſs, hoa- 
ry, groteſque, and magnificently confuſed. 
It ſtretched itſelf with a large circular ſweep 
to the north, and ſecured both the olitory 
and the orchard from incommoding winds. 
Copſes of hazel and flowering fhrubs filled 
the lower ſpaces, while poplars quivered 
aloft in the air, and pines pierced the clouds 
with their leafy ſpires. Here grew clumps 


of fir, clad in everlaſting green; there ſtood 


groves of oak, which had weathered for ag- 
es the wintry ſtorm.—This woody theatre 
was interſected by a winding walk, lined 
with elms of an inſuperable height, whoſe _ 
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branches, uniting at the top, reared a majeſ- 
tic arch, and projected a ſolemn ſhade. It 
was impoſſible to enter this lofty labyrinth, 
without being ſtruck with a pleaſing dread. 
As they proceed, every inflexion diffuſes a 
deeper gloom, and awakens a more penſive 
attention. | 


Having ſtrolled in this darkſome avenue, 
without a ſpeck of ſunſhine, without a 
glimpſe of the heavens ; on a ſudden, Sy 
ſtep into open day.—Surpriſing ! cries Aſ- 
deer what a change is this!] what a delight- 
ul enchantment is here One inſtant 
whelmed in Trophonius's cave, where 
darkneſs lours, and horror frowns, tranſport-- 
ed the next into the romantic ſcenes of Ar- 
cadia, where all is lightſome, and all is gay. 
Quick as thought the arches of heaven ex- 

and their azure ; turrets and ſpires ſhoot 
into the ſkies; towns, with their ſpacious 
edifices, ſpread themſelves to the ring 
view. Thoſe lawns, green with freſheſt her- 
bage,. thoſe fields, rich with | undulating 
corn, where were they all a moment ago ? 
It brings to my mind that remarkable ſitua- 
tion of the Jewiſh law-giver, when, elevat- 
cd on the ſummit of Piſgah, he furveyed the 
goodly land of promiſe - ſurveyed “ the ri- 
vers, the floods, the brooks of honey and 
butter ſurveyed © the mountains droping 
with wine, and the hills lowing with milk,” 
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——Surveyed'all with thoſe e es, which | 


for forty tedious - years had been con- 
fined to dry ſands, ragged rocks, and the 
irkſome waſtes of a deſolate howling wilder- 
nels. n 5 


On the firſt moſſy hillock, which offered its 
couch, our gentlemen ſeated - themſelves. 
The riſing ſun had viſited the ſpot to dry 
up the dews andexhale the damps that might 
_ endanger health, to open the violets, and 
expand the primroſes that decked the green. 


The whole ſhade of the wood was collected 


behind them, and a beautiful, extenſive, 


moſt diverſified landſcape ſpread itfelt before 


them. 


Theron, according to his uſual manner, 
made many improving remarks on the proſ- 


pect and its furniture. He traced the foot- 


iteps of an all comprehending contrivance, 


and pointed out the ſtrokes of inimitable . 


ſkill. He obſerved the grand exertions of 
power, and the rich exuberance of goodneſs, 
moſt ſignally, moſt charmingly conſpicuous 
through the whole.—Upon one circum- 


ſtance he enlarged with particular ſatisfacti- 


On. 


Theron. See, Aſpaſio ! how all is calcu- 
| lated to adminiſter the higheſt delight to 
mankind, —Thoſe trees and hedges which 

| I | 


* 
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{kirt the extremities of the landſcape, ſteal. 
ing away from their real bulk, and leſſening 
by gentle diminutions, appear like elegant 
pictures in miniature: thoſe which occupy 
the nearer ſituations, are a ſet of noble imag- 
es, ſwelling upon the eye, in full proportion, 
and in a variety of graceful attitudes ; both 
of them ornamenting the ſeveral appart- 
ments of our common abode, with a mixture 
of delicacy and granceur, 


The bloſſoms that array the branches, 
the flowers that embroider the mead, ad- 
dreſs and entertain ur eyes with every 
charm of beauty; whereas, to cther crea- 
tures, they are deſtitute of all thoſe attrac- 
tives, which reſult from a combination of the 
lovelieſt colours, and moſt alluring forms. 
Yonder ſtreams that glide with ſmooth ſere- 
nity along the vallies, glittering to the diſ- 
tant view like ſheets of poliſhed ſilver, or 
ſoothing the attentive ear with the ſoftneſs 
of aquatic murmurs, are no leſs exhilirating to 
the fancy, than to the foil through which 
they paſs, The huge enormous mountain, 
the ſteep and dizzy precipice, the pendent 
horrors of the craggy promontory, wild 
and tremendous as they are, furniſh out an 
agreeable entertainment to the human mind, 
and pleaſe even while they terrify, whereas 
the beaſts take no other notice of thoſe ma- 


BEAUTIES or HERVEY. 99 


jeſtic deformities, than only to avoid the 
dangers they appear eee, 


Aſpaſio. What a magnificent and charming 
ſcene !-—Hills on either ſide, gently riſing 
and widely ſpreading ; their ſummits 


crowned with ſcattered villages, and cluſ- 


tering trees. Their ſlopes divided into a 
beauteous chequer-work, conſiſting partly 
of tillage, with its waving crops, partly of 


a _— 


aſturage, with its grazing herds.— Before 


us the trefoil, the clover, and variety of graſ- 


ſy plants, differently bladed, and differently 


branched, weave themſelves into a carpet 
of living green. Can any of the manufac- 
tures formed in the looms, or extended in 
the palaces of Perſia, vie with the covering 
of this ample area? vie with it in grandeur 
of ſize, or delicacy of decoration? SE: 


What a profuſion of the gayeſt ee 


* 


* 


fringing the banks, and embroidering the 


plain Nothing can be brighter than the 
luſtre of theſe ſilver daiſies: nothing deeper 


than the tinge of thoſe golden crotmfoots. 


Yet both ſeem to acquire additional liveli- 


neſs, by ſucceeding to the deformity of win- 


ter, and by flouriſhing amidſt the freſheſt 


verdure. | | 
Theron. Nature is truly in her prime.— 


The vegetable tribes. are putting on their 


nichelt attire, Thoſe che ſnuts on our right 


* * 22 9 k: 2 


| 
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hand begin to rear their flowering pyramids; 
thoſe willows on our left are tipt with taſ- 
ſels of grey, while yonder poplars, which 
overlook the river, and ſeem to command 
the meadows, are pointed with rolls of ſil- 


ver. 


The hawthorn, in every Hedge, is partly 
turged with ſilken gems, partly diffuſed into 
a milk white bloom. Not a ſtraggling 
furze, nor a ſolitary thicket on the Heath, 
but wears a rural noſegay. Even amidſt 

that neglected Dike, the arum riſes in hum- 
ble ſtate ; moſt curiouſly ſhrouded in her 
leafy tabernacle, and ſurrounded with lux- 
uriant families, each diſtinguiſhed by a pe- 
_ euliar livery of green. Look wherever 
we will, all is a delightful diſplay of preſent 
- fertility, and joyous pledge of future plenty. 
Now we experience what the royal poet, 
in very delicate imagery, deſcribes : The 
winter is paſt; the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of the ſinging of birds is come; and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 
The fig: tree putteth forth her green figs ; 
and the vine with her tender grapes give a 

good ſmell.“ - - 


Aſpaſio. See! Theron, what the cheer- 
ing warmth, and the genial ſhowers of ſpring 
have done! The rough tree ſoftens into 


Load 
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verdure. The ragged thorn is robed with 
beauty. Even the uncultivated lanes teem 
with herbage, Such a change, ſo pleaſing 
and ſo ennobling, the goſpel of RIS in- 
troduces into the foul.— Not a day, ſcarce 
an hour paſſes, but this ſeaſon of univerſal 
fecundity produces ſomething new ; ſome- 
thing that improves the aſpect, and increaſes 
the riches of nature. - And is there any ſtate, 
or any circumſtance of life, in which the 
faith of RIS does not exert a ſimilar effi- 
cacy? Does not purify the heart, and bring 
forth fruit unto op. 


Theron. To me who have ſpent the great- 
eſt part of the winter in toun, theſe ſcenes of 
the country are inexpreſſibly pleaſing. Take 


who will, the gilded ſaloon, and the ſillken 


ſettee; ſo long as I can ſhelter myſelf under 
the canopy of ſuch a ſpreading beech, and 
uſe one of its coarſe miſ- ſhapen roots for my 

ſeat. 2 33 n 34 r 


4 


Tiis true we fee no longer thoſe ſplen- 
did brocades and elegant toupees which diſ- 
tinguiſn the Park and Mall. But we have 
full in our view a multitude of honeſt ruſ- 
tics, purſuing their cheerſul labours in yon- 
der meadotm; ſome mowing the luxuriant 
herbage; fome ſpreading it to the fun, or 
raiſing it into regular cocks ; others loading 
their waggons with \ hay, or clearing the 

| | 2 
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ground with their rakes ; the ground, clear- 
ed of its ſoft incumberance, appears freſh 
and green, like another ſpring, while the 
exhalations of the tedded graſs, floating in 
the air, gives a rural perfume to the gale. — 
"3p which, my Aſpaſio, which are the moſt 

uable objects ? the litile labourers of the 
kive that enrich themſelves and regale their 
maſters, or the gay flutterers of the garden, 
whoſe life is nothing but ſport, and their 
higheſt character is to be infignificantly 
pretty: * 


Alva 0. In this retirement we hear none of 
ehe wanton and corrupting airs of the opera; 
no, nor the majeſtic and <nnobling. melody 
of the oratorio.—But we have a band of 
. muſic ſtationed in the grove, and a concert 
ofnative harmony warbling from the boughs. 
We are entertained with the muſic, which 
charmed the human ear, long before Jubal 
found out his inſtruments, and thouſands of 
years before Handel, compoſed his notes. 
— The bullinch, and a multitude of lit-. 
tle tuneſul throats, ſtrike the key. The 
thruſh below and the ſky-lark_ reſponſive 
from above, diver/fy and exalt the train. 
The blackbird, ſomewhat like the ſolemn 
organ, with notes perfectly melodious, and 
g. acefu]] iy ſonorous, crowns the choir, while 
the turtle's melancholy voice, and the mur- 


Fl - ", 
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muring water's plaintive tone, deepen and 
complete the univerſal ſymphony. 


Theron. The inhabitants of yonder vil- 


lages have never beheld the ſplendid pro 


fion, which ſolemnizes the coronation of a 


monarch, nor the gaudy iluminations which 
dittinguiſh the ae of his birth: but 
they ke, almoſt every morning, a much no- 
bler ſpectacle diſplayed in the eaſt. They 
ſee the great Ruler of the day, or rather the en- 
voy from day's eternal sovEA HN, making 
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his entry amidſt the ſpaces of the ſky. The | 


heavens are ſtrewed with colours which out- 


vie the pinks and carnations. The graſs is 

decked with dew drops, and every plant 
is ſtrung, as it were, with pearls. All a- 
round the-darknefs retires, and ſweet re- 
freſhing gales ariſe. At length the magni- 
ficent ſuminary appears. And what is all 
the oſtentatious pom p of kings ? whatis all 
the glitter of the moſt brilliant courts, com- 
pared with his tranſcendent luſtre?— This 
ſpectacle we may behold, without loſs of 
time, or prejudice to health. Nay, we 
cannot behold it, without improving one and 

redeeming the other. So beneficial are even 
the pleaſures which nature yields! fo ſer- 
viceable the diverſions to which ſhe i invites } 


Talking i in this manner, they arrive at the 


Park, Which, the moment you enter, fills 


x 
— - + 
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the view with its bold, enlarged, and magni- 
ficent ſweep. —lt was diverſified with level 
and riſing ground. Here, ſcooped into 
mimic Amphitheatres ; with the Deer pen- 


dent on the little ſummit, or ſhooting down 


the precipice. There, raiſed into gentle 
hillocks; ſome of which were canopied 
with a large, ſolitary oak; others were tuft- 
ed with a cluſter of tapering and verdent 
elms. Two or three Caſcades, gleaming 
from afar, as they poured along the ſlanting 
rock, or the graſſy ſlope, gave a pleaſing 
variation to the proſpect. While they ſtar- 
tled the timorous unexperienced Fans, 
with their foaming current, and watery roar. 
Grandeur and Simplicity ſeemed to be the ge- 
nius of the place. Every thing breathed an 
air of noble negligence and artleſs majeſty. 


In the centre of all, roſe a curious roman- 
tic mount, —lIts form was exactly round, 
ſomewhat like a ſugar-loaf whoſe cone is 
lopt off a little below the top—Not cceval 


with nature, but the work of human in- 


duſtry. Thrown up, 'tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe 

rilous times, when Britain was alarmed 
y foreign invaſions, or bled with inteſtine 
_ wounds, —It was covered all around with 
_ elder ſhrubs, whoſe ranks, gradually riſing 
and ſpreading ſhade above ſhade, compoſ- 
ed a kind of woody theatre, through which 
were ſtruck two or three ſpiral walks, lead- 
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ing, by a gentle aſcent, and under embow- 
ering verdure, to the ſummit.— At proper 
intervals, and on every ſide of the hill, were 
formed little arbours, with appertures cut 
through the boughs, to admit a proſpect of 
the country. In one or other of theſe ſeafy 
boxes, you command, at every hour of the 
day, either the enlivening ſun, or the re- 
freſhing ſnade.— All along the circling a- 

venues, and all arounds the reſts ſprung 
daffodils, primroſes and violets; which, 
mingling with hyacinths and cowſlips, com- 
poſed many a charming piece of vatural 
Meoſaic. | | SHY 


How agreeable as they climb and wind 
themſelves round the hill, to refle& on the 
happy change, which has now taken place 
Where ſteely helmets gleamed, or brazen 
mields clathed, the Colafncbes twitter their 
loves, and diſplay their painted plumes. The 
dens of rapine, or the horrid haunts of 
bloodſhed, are become the retreats of calm 
contemplation, and friendly converſe, In 
yonder lower fpaces, where the armed troops 
were wont to patrole ; from whence they 
made excurſions to ravage the villages, or 
terrify the ſwains; the Fellow-Drers- trip 
lightly, or the full-headed Stars ftand at 


From a ſmall eminence, but at a conſider- 
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able diſtance, guſhed a couple of ſprings, 
which, rambling through a grove, loſt one 
another in the ſhady labyrinth. Emerging 
atlength from the gloom, they approached 
nearer and nearer, and fell into embraces at 
the foot of this hill. They rolled in amica- 
ble conjunction along the pebbly channel, 
which ineircles its baſis, and added their /o- 
ber melody to the ſprigbiiy warbling of the 
birds. Flowing off in one common ſtream, 
they formed the fine pieces of water which 
beautified the Park. From thence, they ſtole 
into the meadow, and widened into a Rider: 
there, enamoured as it were with each other, 
they glide by wealthy towns, and ſweep 
through flowery vales, regardleſs of the 
blooming toys which deck the one, and of 
the noiſy crowds which throng the other, 


fo ſatd 4/paſto, may Theron and his Seli. 
ma pleaſing and pleaſed with each other, 


z - .. Paſs through the buſy and the amuſing ſcenes 


of life : neither captivated by the one, nor 
anxious for the other. With ſuch harmoni- 
ous: agreement, and indiſſoluble union, may 
they purſue the courſe marked out by pro- 
vidence, their happineſs creaſing, and their 
uſefulnefs enlarging, as they draw nearer the 
ocean of all good: then, parted by a gen- 
tle ſtroke of death; like the waters of ſome 
ample ſtream ſevered by the piers of an in- 
tervening bridge, may they ſpeedily re-u- 
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vite ] Re-unite in conſumate bliſs, and ne- 
ver, never be ſeparated more. 85 


A DESCRIPTION or AN ARBOUR AND CURI> 
ous FOUNTAIN IN THEROx's GARDEN, 


nul formed the ſhell, while the ſlender 
and flexile ſhoots of Hringa filled up the in- 


terſtices.—Was it to compliment, as well 


as to accommodate their worthy gueſts, 
that the ſhrubs interwove the luxuriant fo- 
liage ? was it to repreſent thoſe tender but 
cloſe attachments, which had united their af- 
fections, and blended their intereſts ?—l will 
not too poſitively aſcribe ſuch a deſign to 
the diſpoſition of the branches. They 
compoſed, however, by their twining em- 


braces, no inexpreſſive emblem of the en- 


dearments and the advantages of friendſhip, 


They compoſed a canopy of the freſheſt 


verdure, and of the thickeſt texture; ſo 
thick, that it entirely excluded the ſultry 
ray, and ſhed both a cool refreſhment, and 
an amuſive gloom, while every unſheltered 
tract glared with light, or fainted with heat. 


Tou enter by an eaſy aſcent of ſteps, lin- 


TRONG and ſubſtantial plants of libur- 
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ed with turf, and fenced with a baluſtrade 
of ſloping bay-trees.—The roof was a fine 
concave, peculiarly elevated and ſtately. 
Not emboſſed with ſculpture, not mantled 
over with fret-work, but far more delicate- 
ly adorned with the ſyringa's /ilver tufts, and 
the liburnum s flowering gold; whole large 
and lovely cluſters, gracefully pendent from 
the leafy dome, diſcloſin N ſweets to 
the erode bee, and — waving to the 
balmy breath of ſpring, gave the ut oſt en- 
richment to the charming bower. 


| Cine the entrance lay a 95385 graſſy 

walk, terminated by an octangular baſon, 
with a curious Fe? d' Eau playing in the cen- 
tre. The waters, ſpinning from the low- 
er orifices, were attenuated into innumera- 
ble lictle threads, which diſperſed themſelves 
in an horizontal direction, and returned to 
the reſervoir in a drizling ſhower. Thoſe, 
which iſſued from the, higher tubes, and 
larger appertures, either ſpringed perpendi- 
cularly, or ſpouted obliquely, and formed, 
as they fell, ſeveral lofty arches of liquid 
chryſtal, all glittering to the eye, and r 
to the air. 10 


Parallel to the walk, ran a parterre, plan- 
ted with an aſſemblage of flowers, which ad- 
vanced, one above another, in regular gra- 


dations of height, of dignity, and of beauty. 


BEAUTIES or HERVEY. reg 


Firſt a row of daiſies, gay as the ſmile of 
youth, and fair as the virgin ſnows.— Next 
a range of crocuſes, like a long ſtripe of yel - 
low ſattin, quilted with threads, or diverſified 
with ſprigs of green. A ſuperior order of- 
nunculuſes, each reſmebling the cap of an earl's 
coronet, repleniſhed the third ſtory, with 
full-blown tufts of gloſly ſcarlet.— Beyond 
this, a more elevated line of tulips raiſed their 
flouriſhed heads, and opened theirenameled 
cups ; not bedecked with a ſingle tint only, 
but glowing with an intermingled variety of 
radiant hues. Above all aroſe that noble or- 
nament of a royal eſcutcheon, the flower- 
de-luce, bright with etherial blue, and d 
with imperial purple ; which — by 
its grace ul projections, a cornice or a capi- 
tal of more than Corinthian richneſs, and 
imparted the moſt conſummate beauty to 
the blooming colonade. | 


The whole, viewed from the arbour, look - 
ed like a rainbow painted upon the ground, 
and wanted nothing to ra thee reſplendent 
arch, only the boldneſs of its ſweep, and the 
advantage of its e u curve. 

_— 
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ANOTHER VIEW OF THERON'S PLEASURE 
GROUNDS AND HERMETICAL RETREAT, 
WITH A DESCRIPTION OF NOON, 


"T"HERON and Aſpaſio enter a ſpacious 

lawn, which lay oppoſite to the houſe, 
and opened itſelf in the form of an expand- 
ed fan. The mounds, on either fide, were 
dreſſed in verdure, and ran out in a ſlanting 
direction. The whole, to an eye placed at 
a diſtance, bore the reſemblance of a magni- 
ficent vita, contracting, by flow degrees, 
its dimenſions, and leſſening, at laſt, into a 
point, which the regular and graceful feat, 
with all imaginable dignity, ſupphed. 


Nature had ſunk the lawn into a gentle 
decline, on whoſe ample ſides were oxen 
browzing, and lambs friſking. The luſty 
droves lowed as they paſſed, and the thriving 
flocks bleated welcome muſic in their maſ- 
ter's ear. Along the midſt of this verdant 
Nope was ſtretched a ſpacious and extenſive 
walk ; which, coated with gravel, and fenc- 
ed with -palliſadoes, looked like a plain 
ſtripe of brown, interſecting a carpet of the 
brighteſt green. At the bottom, two hand- 
ſome canals, copiouſly ſtocked with fiſh, 
ſometimes ſtood unmoved, © pure as the 
expanſe of Heaven.” The waters, beheld 
from every room in the houſe, had a fine ef- 
fect upon the ſight, not without a refreſhing 
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influence on the imagination.— At the (x- 


tremity of one, was planted a- ſtately colo- _ _ 


nade : the roof elevated on pillars of the 
Imic order; the area ſlabbed with ſtones, 
neatly ranged in the diamond faſhion. Se- 
veral foreſt- chairs accommodated the an- 
glers with a feat, while the bending dome 
ſupplied them with a ſhade. | 


Correſponding, and on the margin of the 
other canal, was erected a /ummer-houſe, of a 
vey ſingular kind. — The lower part had an 
opening towards the north; it was cool, it 
was gloomy, and had never ſeen the fun. W 
carried the romantic air of a grotto, or rather 
the penſive appearance of a hermit's cell. 
The outſide was coarſe and rugged, with 
pertuberant ſtones ; partly overfpread with 
ivy, partly with mols, it ſeemed to be the 
work of ancient years. You deſcend by 
ſteps of turf, and are obliged to ſtoop as 
you paſs the door. A ſcanty iron grate, 
with certain narrow ſlits in the wall, tranſmit 
a glimmering light, juſt ſufficient to diſco- 
ver the inner ſtructure, which appears like 
one continued piece of rock-work, a ca- 
vern cut from the ſurrounding quarry.—A4- 
boaye hung an irregular arch with an aſpect 
that ſeemed to preſage the fall, and more 
than ſeemed to alarm the ſtranger. , Below 
lay a paving of homely pebbles, in ſome 
places a little furrowed, as though it had 
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been worn by the. frequent tread of ſolitary 
15 All arcund were ruſticity and ſolemni- 
ty; ſolemnity never more viſibly ſeen than 
*hrough a gloom.— The furniture all of the 
fa.. * greteſque faſhion with the apartment. 
A benci hewed, you would ſuſpect, by na- 
enre's chiſſel, out of the ſolid ſtone. A ſort 
of couch, compoſed of ſwelling moſs, and 
{mall fibrous roots. From one corner tric- 
Eled a pure ſpring, which crept, with a bub- 
bling moan, a, ong the channeled floor, till 
its current was collected into a baſongrude- 
iy ſcoped from the ground. On the edge 
-ofthis little receptacle, lay chained a ruſty 
bowl; and over it ſtood an antique worm 
eaten table.—On the leaſt obſcure part of 
the wall you diſcern, 4mly diſcern, a parch- 
ment ſcroll, inſcribed with that ſage but mor- 
tifyingadmonition, Vanity of vanitres | all is 
rn 57; 8 | 


Over this receſs, ſo pleaſingly horrid, and 
adapted to ſolem muſings, aroſe an open and 
airy Belvidere. You aſcend. by winding 
ſtairs, and coming from the uncouth abode 
below, are ſweetly ſurpriſed with an elegant 
hexagon. The ceilinglofty, and decorated | 
with the ſofteſt, richeſt; almot flowing-fret- 
work. The wainſcot, in large pannels of 
oak, retained its native auburn ; ſo beau- 
tifully plain, that, like an amiable counte- 
mance, it would have been disfigured, rather 


» * p — = 
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than improved, by the mott coſtly paint. 
On this were diſpoſed, in gilded frames, and 
to great advantage, a variety of entertain- 
ing landſcapes ; but none ſurpaſſed, none e- 
qualled, all were a foil to the noble lovely _ _ 
views which the windows commanded. 
The chimney-piece, of white ſhining mar- 
ble, ſtreaked with veins of vivid red. Over 

it was carved a fine feſtoon of artificial, in-it 
was ranged a choice collection of natural 
flowers. On a table of gloſſy walniit, lay a 
race teleſcope, attended with Thomſon g 
Seaſons and Vanierii Prædium Ruſticum. 


The whole was fitted up in the higheſt 
taſte, and furniſhed with every pleaſurable 
ornament; on purpoſe to harmonize with 
that laviſh gaity, which ſeemed ta ſmile o- 
ver all the face of nature; on purpoſe to 
e with that vernal delight which 
came breathing on the wings of every fra- 
grant gale ; I may add, on purpoſe to re- 
mind the beholder of thoſe immortal manſions, 
which are decorated with images, infinite- 
ly more ſplendid, with objects unſpeakably 
more glorious ; where holy beings will 
ſpend, not a few vacant hours in refined a- 
muſement, but a boundleſs eternity in the _. 
conſummation of joy. — For, to a well turn- 
ed mind, nature is a preceptor, and theſe 

are her inſtructive leſſons. To the pure 
in heart, even ſenſe is edifying, and theſe 
are its moſt delicate moralities. 3 
K 2 
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The redundant waters of the canal rolled 
off in a ſpreading caſcade ; which, tumbling 
from many a little precipice, ſoothed the air 
with a ſymphony of ſoft and gurgling ſounds, 
nor ever intermitted the obliging office. 


« From morn to W 


But when the fanning breezes dropt their 
wings, when ghe feathered choir were huſh- 


cd in ſleep, when not ſo much as a chirping 


graſshopper was heard throughout” the 
meads, this liquid inftrument played its fele ; 
{till purſued its buſy way, and warbled, as it 
Kowed melodious murmurs. 


The Lo was fiercely WER and the fly 
without a cloud. Not a breath ſanned the 
woods, not a gale curled the ſtream.— The 
fields expoſed to all the fiery beams, were 


like a glowing hearth.— The little birds, 


overcome by the potent influence, loſt 
for a while their tüneful notes. No- 
thing was heard in the garden but the drow- 
ſy hum of bees, and the moan- like buz of 
winged inſects.— All nature ſeemed to lan- 
po The flouriſhing meads looked ſick- 
5 55 the gayeſt bloſſoms began to fade, the 

2 animals, if not repoſed under 

ome cooling ſhelter panted for breath, and 
hung their drooping heads amidfl the all- 
ſurrounding blaze and the unſufferable bent. 
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 THERON'S RURAL ELOPEMENT DESCRIBED. - 


— 


18 as ſoon as the tea-equip "= 


was removed, took his“ way, to the 
<vood. Longing for the thickeſt ſhade, he 
haſtened to the center. The avenue, con- 
ſiſting of a ſerpentine walk, which, after, 
having preſented you with. ſeveral ſpecies 


of plants, and ſeveral degrees of verdure, 
. 8 N * + 
ends in a large circular area; not covered 


with a Grecian or Roman temple, unmean- 
ing imitation of Pagan idolatry, but ſurroun- 
ded with aged and princely oaks, the coali- 
tion of whoſe branches, threw over the 
graſſy plot a majeſtic rural dome, and their 
unpierced foliage © imbrowned the noon- 
tide. hours.“ 8388 


In the midſt, and elevated on a ſquare 
baſe, was a ſtatue repreſenting the venerable 
Elijah, in a poſture of worſhip, with his 
hands ſtretched out, and eyes lifted up to 
Heaven. His attitude, his air, his eve; 

feature, were a moſt lively comment on thoſe 
ſtrong, energetic expreſſions of 1cripture ; 
{© take hold on Gop; wreſtle with the Al- 
MIGHTY; pour out your hearts before 


— 


> 
* 


HIM. — On one ſide of the pedeſtal were 


engraven the prieſts of Baal, in frantic 
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emotions calling upon their ſenſeleſs deity, 
and gaſhing themſelves with unavaih 
wounds;—On the other was exhibited, in 
baſſo- relie vo, the adorable Tiſhbite's altar; 
his victim burning with fire from the Lord, 
even while the water ran from every limb, 
and overflowed the trench below. 


A remote caſcade tumbled from a crag- 
gy rock. The very ſtream, like its maſter 

emed in haſte to eſcape from the intenſe 
and raging heat. With hurry and impe- 
tuoſity it ruſhed into this grand arbour. But 
here, impreſſed: as it were, with the unex-- 
pected lemnity of the ſcene, it ſuddenly 
checked the tumultuous wave : and having 
juſt ſaluted or kiſſed the ſkirts of this revered 
ſpot, turned aſide into a more ſequeſtred 
path. As ſome heedle/s trifler who bolts 
unawares into the royal preſence, ſtands. 
ſtruck with reverence and awe, or retires 
with precipitance and confuſion. 


The deep gloom, ſhedding a kind of 
night, even while the ſun glared in the ſky. 
— Not a whiſper ſtirring, among ſo many 
millions of leaves, and all their warbling na- 
tives huſhed in ſilence. The ſonorous 
tall of the diſtant caſcade, and the tink- 
ling chime of the nearer rill, The profound 
adoration and fervent devotion, which lived 
in the lineaments of the impaſſioned ſtone. 


N has - 


- 
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All theſe circumſtances rendered the place 
peculiarly penſive and auguſt. Not much 
unlike the ancient oratories, where holy peo- 

le withdrew from the giddy ring, and the 
buſtling croud, to ennoble their minds. with 
ſublime contemplation; where they bid a 
temporary adieu to the tumultuous world, its 
gay impertinence, in order to maintain a 
more uninterrupted communion with that 
mighty Being, who ſitteth upon the cir- 
cle of the earth, and the inhabitants there - 
of are as e before im.. 


THERON | AND ASPASIO'S CONVERSATION 
ON THE BEAUTIES OF NATURE. 


HE morning had ha wet. 4 noon 


the rain ceaſed, but the heavens - ſtill. | 


continued gloomy.— Towards evening a 
gentle eaſtern gale ſprung up, which diſſipat- 
ed the dead calm, and cleared the face of the 
ſky.—The ſun, which had been muffled in 
clouds, dropped the veil. Diſengaged 
2 the duſky ſhroud, he ſhone forth with 
ſuperior ſplendor. His beams, endeared by 
Wer late ſuſpenſion, were doubly welcome, 
and produced unuſual 3 


At this juncture, Theron and Aſpaſ 
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walked abroad. They walked alternately 

on the terraces, one of which was oppoſite 
to the country, the other contiguous to the 
parterre, where the gales, impregnated 
with the freſheſt exhalations of nature, 
breathed the ſmells of meads, and fields, and 
groves, ; or elſe, ſhaking the cluſters of roſ- 
cs, and ſwee ping the of fragrance, they 
flung balm and odours through the air. 


At a diſtance were heard the bleatings of 
the flock, mingled with the lowings of the 
milky mothers, while more melodious muſic 
warbled from the neighbouring boughs, & 
ſpoke aloud the joy of their feathered inha- 
bitants ; and not only ſpoke their joy, but 
ſpread an additional charm over all the land- 
cape. For, amidft ſuch. ſtrains of native 
harmony, the breathing perfumes ſmell 
more ſweet, the ſtreaming rills ſhine: more 
clear, and the univerſal proſpect looks more. 
gay. p + : : 


Then was experienced what Milton ſo 
delicately defcribes ; | 


« As-when, from mountain=tops the duſk y clouds 

„ Aſcending, while the north wind ſleeps, 0'erfpread 

« Heav'n's chearful face, the low'ring element Ws 
Scowl's o'er the darken'd land ſcape fnow or ſhow'r;, 
If chance the radiant ſun, with farewel ſweet, 125 
« Extend his evening beam, the fields revive, 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

. Atteſt their joy, that hill and valley rings 
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With wonder and delight our friends ob- 
ſerved both the exquiſite beauty and the 
immenſe magnificence of things. They were 
ſtruck with the moſt profound veneration of 
that Almighty majeſty, who hung the ſun in 
vaults of azure, and clothed his orb with 
robes of luſtre. Whoſe © right hand ſpan- 
neth the Heavens, and ſtretched them out 
as a tent,” for innumerable creatures, worlds, 
and ſyſtems to dwell in. Charmed they 
were at the conſideration of the Creator's 
boundleſs beneficence ; who lifts up the 
light of his countenance, - and joy is 
ſhed ; who opens his munificent hand, and 
plenty is poured throughout all the regions 
of the unlverſe; inſomuch, that even inani- 
mate beings ſeem to ſmile under a ſenſe of 


the bleſſings; and, e they find not a 
ooks, a 


tongue to praiſe, 855 ſ their acclamati- 


ons by their g ed 


Pr op 0 ns | 


THERON'S MORAL SOLILOQUY ON THE BE- 
NEFITS OF RURAL 8OLITUDE, 


| HE N was peculiarly beautiful, and 

perfectly clear; only where the fine 
indigo received an agreeable heightening by 
a few thin and ſcattered clouds, which im- 


% 
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bibed the ſolar rays, and looked like penſile 

fleeces-of pureſt woo/.—All things appeared 

with ſo mild, ſo majeſtic, ſo charming an 

aſpect, that, intent as Theron was upon a 

different ſubject, he could not but indulge 
the following ſoliloquy. 


ec How delightful are the ſcenes of rural 
nature ! eſpecially to the philoſophic eye and 
contemplative mind. I cannot wonder that 
perſons in high life are ſo fond of retiring 
from a conſpicuous and exalted ſtation, to the 
covert of a ſhady grove, or the margin of 
a chryſtal ſtream : are ſo deſirous of quit- 
ting the ſmoaky town, and noiſy ſtreet, in 
order to breath purer air, and ſurvey the 
wonders of creation in the filent, the ſerene, 


the peaceful villa 


«Tis true in the country, there are none 
of the modiſh, I had almoſt ſaid, meritrici- 
ous ornaments of that falſe politeneſs, which 
refines people out of their veracity, but an 
e e of manners, with an unaffect- 
ed ſincerity of mind. Here the ſolemn farce 
| of ceremony is ſeldom brought into play, 
2 and the pleaſing deluſions of compliment 
have no place ; but the brow is the real in- 
dex of the temper, and ſpeech genuine in- 
terpreter of the heart. 5 


| © In the country, I acknowledge, we are 
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ſeldom invited to ſee the mimic attempts of 
human art; but we, every where, behold 
the grand and maſterly exertions of divine 
power. No theatre erects its narrow Rage, 
ſourrounds it with puny rows of aſcending 
ſeats, or adorns it with a ſhifting ſeries of 
gorgeous ſcenery. But fields extend their 
ample area, at firſt lightly clad with a ſcarf 

of ſpringing green, then deeply 3 with 
an arrangement of ſpindling ſtalks; as a 
few more weeks advance, covered. with a 
profuſion of bearded or huſky grain, at laſt 
richly laden with a harveſt of yellow plenty. 


Meadows diſcloſe their beautiful boſom, 
yield a ſoft and fertile lap for the luxriant 
herbage, and ſuckle myriads of the faireſt, 
gayeſt flowers; which; without any vain o- 
ſtenation, or jealous anxiety, rival each other 
in all the elegance of dreſs, - Groves of vari- 
ous leaf, arrayed in freſheſt verdure, and li- 
beral of their reviving ſhade, riſe in amia- 
ble, in noble proſpect, all around. Droves 
of ſturdy oxen, ſtrong for labour, or fat for 

the ſhambles; herds of ſleeky kine, with 
milk in their udders, and violets in their no- 
ſtrils ; Focks of well fleeced ſheep, with their 
fnowy lambkins friſking ar their fide ; theſe 
compoſe the living machinery; Boundleſs 
tracts of hending azure, varniſhed with ini- 
mitable delicacy,and hung with ſtarry lamps, 

or irradiated with _ luſtre form the ſtate- 
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ly ceiling. While the early breezes and the 
evening gales, charged with no unwhole- 
ſome vapours, breeding no peſtilential taint, 
but fanning the humid buds, and waving their 
odoriferous wings, diſpenſe a profufion of 
ſweets, ming led with the moſt ſovereign ſup- 
ports of health. This is the ſchool of indul- 
try ! this the magazine of plenty ! and are 
they not incomparably more delightful, as 
well as infinitely % dangerous then thoſe ſe- 
minaries of lewdneſs and impiety, where fin 
and ruin wear the maſk of pleafure ? than 
thoſe temples of profuſneſs and debauche- 
ry, where Belial is daily or nightly worſhip- 
- ped with what his votaries call, modiſn re- 
creation, and genteel amuſement ? 


Here, indeed, is no tuneful voice to melt 
in ſtrains of amorous anguiſh, and trar sſuſe 
the ſickening fondneſs to the hearer's breaſt. 
No ſxilful artiſt to inform the lule with mu- 
ſical enchantment; to ſtrike infectious me- 
lody from the viol, and ſooth away the re- 
ſolution and activity of virtue, in wanton de- 
ſires, or voluptuous indolence. But the 
plains low, the hills bleat, and the hollow cir- 
cling rocks echo with the univerſal ſong. E- 
very valley remurmurs to the fall of ſilver 
fountains, or the liquid lapſe of gurgling 
rills.—Birds, when the cheerful morning riſ- 
es, or the gentle evening deſcends, perched 
on a thouſand boughs, play a thouſand airs, 
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wildly, yet ſweetly, harmonious. And did 
ever muſic exceed their untaught ſprightly 
warblings ? or can any colours outvie their. 
gay and. gloſſy plumage ? - | 


c Charmed, therefore, with the fineft 
views, Julled with the ſofteſt ſounds, and 
treated with the richeſt odours, what can be 
wanting to complete the delight? here is 
every entertainment for the eye, the moſt re- 
fined gratification for the ear, and a perpetu- 
ei banquet for the ſmell, without any inſidi- 
ous decoy, for the integrity of our conduct, 
or even for the purity of our fancy. 


«Oye blooming walks and flowry lawns: 
furrounded with dewy landſcapes ? how of- 
ten have patriots and heroes faid aſide the 
burden of power, and ſtole away from. the. 
glare of grandeur, to enjoy themſelves in 
your compoſed retreats.!—ye moſſy couch- 
es and fragrant bowers, ſkirted with cool- 
ing caſcades | how. many illuſtriaus perſonag- 
es, after all their glorious toil for the pub- 
lic good, have ſought an honorable and wel- 
come repoſe in your downy lap ? ye vene- 
rable oaks and ſolemn. groves ! woods that 
whiſper to the quivering gale ! clifts that. 
overhang the darkened flood ! who can 
number the /ages and ſaints that have devot- 
ed the day to ſtudy, or reſigned a vacant 
hour ta healthy exerciſe beneath your ſyl- 
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van porticos and waving arches ? that, far 
from the dull impertinence of man, have liſ- 
tened to the inſtructive voice of God, and 
contemplated the works of bis adorable 
hand, amidſt your moſs-grown cells and 
rocky ſhades? How inelegant, or how in- 
ſenſible is the mind, which has no awakened 
lively reliſh for theſe ſweet receſſes and theli 
exquiſite beauties !” 


WP Ar Pr pt 


A DESCRIPTION OF CAMILLUS'S GARDENS, 
AND THE BEAUTIFUL PROSPECT FROM 
HIS SUMMER-HOUSE. e 


HERON and Afpafio. walked ſeveral 
times along a cloſe ſhady alley, arched 
with the foliage of flberts. Here, hid from 
every eye, and the whole world withdrawn 
from our view, we ſeemed like monks ſtroll- 
ing in their cloiſters. Turning ſhort at the 
end, we enter a paralle] range of majeſtic 
and uniformly ſpreading wahmt-trees. This 
tranſition was ſomewhat like advancing 
through a low porch into the aiſles of a mag- 
nificent cathedral. The broad leaf and large 
trunk of thoſe lordly trees, their very diffu- 
five ſpread, added to their prodigious height, 
give them an air of uncommon dignity. It 


4 
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ſwells the imagination with vaſt ideas, and 
entertains us with a romantic kind of de- 
light, to expatiate amidſt ſuch huge columns, 
and under ſach ſuperb. elevations of living” 
architecture. IE 


Quitting our cathedral, we turn once a- 
again, and paſs into a grand colonade of 
oaks ; ſo regular in their ſituation, ſo ſimi- 
lar in their ſize, and ſo remarkably correſ- 
pondent in every circumſtance, that they 
tooked like the 7zvins of nature, not only be- 

longing to the ſame family, but produced at 
the ſame birth.— Through theſe lay a walk, 
ſtraight, ſpacious, and gracefully long ; far 
exceeding the laſt in the extent of its area, 
though much inferior in the ſtatelineſs of its 
ceiling. It put me in mind of that divine be- 
nignity, which has allowed us the ſpace of 
ſix days for the proſecution of our own com- 
paratively low affairs, and ſet apart but one 
in ſeven for the more immediate attendance 
on the ſublime duty of worſhipping our Cre- 
ator, 


This walk was covered with the neateſt 

gravel, and not a weed to be ſeen, nor one 

| blade of grafs, through the whole extended 
ſurface. It ſtole into a continual: aſcent: ;. 
yet ſo very gradually, that the riſe was ſcarce 
diſcernable, either by the ſearching eye, 
the toiling feet, or . panting breath. At 
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the extremity, a handſome /ummer-houſe 
ſhewed a flight of ſteps, and half a Venetian 
door. The reſt of the building was hid by 
the low hung cluſtering branches. 


As ſoon as we enter the apartment, Ca- 
millus throws open the left hand faſh, and 
with it a moſt enlarged and amuſive proſpe#. 
The ſtructure appeared. ſituate on the 
brow of a conſiderable eminence, whoſe 
ſides were partly confuſed and wild with 
broken rocks, partly ſhagged and perplex- 
ed with thorny ſhrubs. The ſpectator is a- 
greeably ſurpriſed to find himſelf accommo- 
dated with fo elegant a manſion, on the ſum- 
mit of ſo rude and rumous a ſpot. But how 
greatly. is his ſurpriſe and his ſatisfaction 
augmented, when he caſts his eye forward, 
and beholds the beautiful meads, which, from 
the foot of this ragged hill, ſtretch them- 
ſelves into a ſpace almeſt unmeaſurable !. 


Through the midit of this extenſive vale, 
which was decked with the fineſt verdure, 
and repleniſhed with the richeſt herbage, a 
river rolled its copious flood; rolled, in a 
thouſand ſerpentine meenders, as though it 
was loth to leave the flowry ſcene, and 
made repeated efforts to prolong its ſtay a- 
midſt ſuch lovely objects.— Pill, at lait, 
having loitered in its own labyrinths, and 
wandered more than twice the length of the 


| 
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meadows, having held a mirror tothe aſpi- 
ring poplars and bending willows, having 
paid a welcome ſalute to ſeveraF ornamental 
villas, and paſſed through the arches of two- 
or three curiouſly pendent bridges; it ſeem- 
ed to meet the 5 „and mingle with the 
horizon. 1 
Oppoſite to the front window, a caſcade 
fell from the adjacent ſtream. It flaſhed 
and foamed along the broad ſlope, indented 
with ſmall pits, and jagged with protuber- 
ant ſtones. The current, vexed and embar- 
raſſed, ſeemed to rave at the intervening ob- 
ſtacles, and forcing its rapid, indignant, ſo- 
norous way, ſtruck the ear with a peal of li- 
quid thunder, Theſe fretful waters, let our 
angry paſſions obſerve the e and 
follow the example, ſoon forgot their rage, 
ſoon recovered their temper : collected in- 
to a little rivulet, they ran off in calm and ſi- 
lent lapſe, till they loſt themſelves amongſt 
beds Ky oſier, and plantations of alder. 


Ihe river, widening as it flowed, was 
parted here and there by ſeveral little iſlands. 
Scattered as it were, by the hand of chance, 
and raiſing their green heads in the midſt of 
the lucid ſtream, they preſented a moſt un- 
expected, and moſt pleaſing ſpectacle. Some 
were tufted with reeds, and ſurrounded with 


rocks and ſhoals, the unmoleſted reſort of 
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ſwans. Some adorned with ſtately porticos 
and ſplendid alcoves, the graceful retreats of 
rural pleaſure. One, larger-than. the reſt, 
ſeemed to be furniſhed with cool em- 
bowering walks, fitted for ſtudious retire- 
ment, or ſedate contemplation.— On either 
fide of the charming valley, towns and vil- 
lages lay thick, and looked gay, adding or- 
nament-and variety to the ſcene, and receiv- 
ing innumerable advantages from the paſſing. 
wave. 


9 er Dr ren 


BESCRIPTION' OF THE VARIOUS CHANGES: 
OF NATURE, AND THEIR EFFECTS ON- 
THE NATURAL, AS WELL AS. MORAL. 
WORLD. 


"HEN day arifes on our benighted 
V Y. hemiſphere, it breaks and ſpreads by 
a gradual increafe, forming, . firſt, the grey 
twilight, next the bluſhing morn, then the 
ſhining light, till all is heightened into the 
blaze and glow of noon.— When Spring re- 
viſits. our wintry clime, ſhe alſo advances 
by gentle degrees; firſt, ſwells the bud, 
and protrudes the gem; then ex the 
leaf, and unfolds the bloſſom. The face of 
things is continually changing for the bet- 
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ter, ll at length all the country is covered 
with bloom and verdure.—This leiſurely 
proceſs, renders the frong effulgence of the 
_ celeſtial orb more ſupportable, and the lovely 
expanſions of the vegetable creation more 
obſervable. 


All the entettainments of nature are cal- 
eulated to ſecure our innocence, as well as 
to gratify our fancy; and what is another 
very agreeable circumſtance, thoſe gratifi- 
cations which afford the ſublimeſt pleaſure 
to the mind, are exhibited 8 


THERON 's EVENING MEDITATIONS ON As- 
" PasSto's DISCOURSE, * 


1. laſt evening was one of the fineſt 
I eyer ſaw. According to cuſtom I 
made an excurſion into the open fields, and 
wanted nothing to complete the ſatisfaction, 
but my friend's company, I could not but 
obſerve how much your improving conver- 
ſation heightened the charms af nature. 
When — applied pbilgophy, every thing 
was inſtruftive, as well as pleafimg.—Not a 
breeze ſwept over the plains” to clear the 
ky, and cool the air; but it tended alſo to 
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diſperſe our doubts, and enliven our faith in 
the Supreme All-ſufficient Good.—-Not a 
cloud tinged the firmament with radiant co- 
lours, or .amuſed the ſight with romantic 
ſhapes, but we beheld a picture of the pre- 
ſent world. Its fading acquiſitions and Fan- 
faſtic joys were pourtrayed in the mimic 
forms and tranſitory ſcene. Even the 
weakeſt of the infec tribe, that ſkim the air 
in ſportive ſilence, addreſſed us with the 
ſtrongeſt incitements, and gave us the loud- 
eſt calls to be adbive in our day, and v/eful in 
our generation. They cried, at leaſt when 
you lent them your tongue, 


* Such is vain life, an idle flight of days, 

* A ſtill delufive round of fickly joys, 

* A ſcene of little cares, and trifling paſſions, 
* If not ennobled by the deeds of virtue,” 


How often, at the approach of ſober eve, 
have we ſauntered through the duſky glade, 
obſerving the laſt remains of light, now im- 
purpling the weſtern: clouds, now faintly 
gleaming on the: .mountain's brow,” now 
creeping inſenſibly from. all.the-ſhady land- 
ſcape. How often have we ſtole along the 
cloyſters of ſome leafy bower, attentive to 
the tale of a querulbus current, that ſeemed 
to be ſtruck with horror at the awful gloom, 
and complained with heavier murmurs as it. 
paſſed. under the blackening ſhades, and a- 
long the root-obſtrutted channel, —QOr elle, 
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far from the bubbling brook, and ſoftly 
treading the grafly path, we liſtened to the 
»ightingale's ſong ; while every gale held its 
breath, and all the leaves forbore their mo- 
tion, that they might neither drown nor in- 
terrupt the melodious woe.—From both 
which penſive ſtrains, you endeavoured to 
temper and chaſtiſe the exuberant gaiety of 
my ſpirits. You covinced me that rue | 

is a ſerious thing; is the child of ſedate 
thought, not the ſpawn of intemperate 
mirth; nurſed, not by the ſallies of diſſo- 
lute merriment, but by the exerciſe of ſe- 
rene contemplation, | | 


Sometimes at the gladſome return of 
morn, we have aſcended an airy eminence, 
and hailed the new-born day, gazed the 
dew-bright earth, and followed, with our 
delighted eye, the mazes of ſome glittering 
ſtream. Here, ruſhing with impetuous 
over the mountain's ſummits, tumbling from 
rock to rock, and roaring down the crag- 
gy ſteep. Impatient, as it were, to get free 
from ſuch rugged paths, and mingle itſelf 
with the adjacent mead.— There, ſlackening 
its headlong career, and ſoothing its eddies 
into a glaſſy ſurface,and a gentle flow. While 
deep emboſomed in the verdant ſoil, it winds 
through the cheriſhed and ſmiling herbage ; 
ſometimes loſt amidſt the cloſing willows, 
ſometimes iſſuing with freſh luſtre from the 
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verdant arch, always roving with an air of 
amorous complacency, as though it would 
kiſs the fringed banks, and careſs the flowry 
glebe.—Reminded, by this watry monitor, 
of that conſtancy and vigor with which the 
affections ſhould move towards the great 
centre of happineſs, Chriſt Jeſus, —of that 
determined ardour with which we ſhould 
break through the entanglements of temp- 
tation, and obſtacles of the world, in order 
to reach our everlaſting e and of the 
mighty difference between the turbulent, 
the frothy, the precipitate gratifications of 
vice, and the calm, the ſubſtantial, the per- 
manent delights of religion. 


DESCRIPTION OF A COUNTRY CHURCH. 


4 


T was an ancient pile ; reared by hands, 
that, ages ago, were mouldered into 
duſt; ſituate in the centre of a large bu- 
rial ground ; remote from all the noiſe and 
hurry of tumultuous life; the body ſpaci- 
ous ; the ſtructure lofty ; the whole magni- 
ficently plain. A row of regular pillars 
extended themſelves through the midiſt ; 
| ſupporting the roof with fimplicity, and 
with dignity. The light that paſſed through 
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the windows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind of lu- 
minous obſcurity, which gave every object 
a grave and venerable air.— The deep ſi- 
leace, added to the gloomy aſpect, and both 
heightened by the.lonelineſs of the place, 
greatly increaſed the ſolemnity of the ſcene. 
A {fort of religious dread ſtole inſenſibly 
on my mind, while I advanced, all penſive 
and thoughtful, along the inmoſt aifle: ſuch 
a dread, as huſhed every ruder paſſion, and 
diſſtpated all the gay images 3 alluring 
world. 


Meditalions among the Tombs. 


"x, 
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MORAL BEAUTIES: 


EXTRACTED FROM THE 


MEDITATIONS. 


DEATH BRINGS ALL UPON A LEVEL, 

XAMINING the records of mortality, 
FE, I found the memorials of a promiſ- 
cuous multitude. They were huddled, at 
leaſt they reſted, together, without any re- 
card to rank or ſeniority. None were am- 
bitious of the uppermoſt rooms, or chiefſeats 
in this houſe of mourning. None entertain- 
ed fond and eager expettations of being ho- 
norably greeted, in their darkſome cells. 
The man of years and experience, reputed 
as an orcale in his generation, was content to 
lie down at the feet of a babe. In this houſe 
appointed for all living, the ſervant was 
equally accommodated, and lodged in the 
ſame ſtory, with his maſter. The poor in- 
digent lay as ſoftly, and ſlept as ſoundly, as 
the moſt opulent poſſeſſor. All the diſtinc- 
tion that ſubſiſted, was a graſſy hillock, 
bound with oſiers; or a ſcpulchral ſtone; 
ornamented with imagery. 
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THE SEPULCHRE'S PERTINENT ADDRESS TO 
MAN. 


Eye always ready: for in ſuch an hour as 
je think no. Important admonition 
methinks it re verberates from ſepulchre to 
ſepulchre ; and addreſſes me with line upon 
line, precept upon precept.— The reiterat- 
ed warning, Iacknowledge, is too needful ; 
may co-operating grace render it effectual! 
The momentous truth, though worthy to 
be engraven on the tables of a moſt tenaci- 
ous memory, is but ſlightly fetched on the 
tranſient flow of paſſion. We fee our neigh- 
bours fall ; we turn pale at the ſhock ; and 
feel, perhaps a trembling dread. No ſoon- 
erare they removed from our ſight, but, 
driven in the whirl of buſineſs or lulled in 
the langours of pleaſure, we forget the pro- 
vidence, and neglect its errand. The im- 
preſſion made on our unſtable minds, is like 
the trace of an arrow, through the penetrat- 
ed air; or the path of a keel in the furrow- 
ed wave. 
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AN AFFECTING REPRESENTATION- OF A 
DYING CHRISTIAN, WITH THE SORROW 
OF HIS FAMILY, 


"TUHERE hes the affectionate huſband ; 

the indulgent parent ; the faithful 
friend; and the generous maſter. He lies 
in the laſt extremities, and on the very point 
of diſſolution. Art has done its all. The 
raging diſeaſe mocks the power of medi- 
cine, It haſtens with reſiltleſs impetuoſity, 
to execute its dread{ul errand ; to rend a- 
{under the ſilver cord of life, and the more 
delicate tie of ſocial attachment, and conju- 
gal affection. 


A ſervant or two, from a revering diſ- 
tance, caſt many a wiſhful look, and con- 
dole their honored maſter, in the language 
oflighs. The con leſcending mildneſs of 
his commands, was wont to produce alacri- 
ty of obedience, and render their ſervice a 
pleaſure. The remembrance of it both em- 
bitters their grief, and makes it trickle 
plentifully down their honeſt cheeks. His 
friends, who have ſo often ſhared his joys, 
and gladdened his mind with their *enliven- 
ing converſe, now are miterable comforters. 
A fympathiſing and mourntul pity, is all the 
relief they are able to contribute ; unleſs it 
be augmented by their ſilent prayers for the 
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divine ſuccor, and a word of conſolation 
ſuggeſted from the Scriptures. Thoſe poor 
innocents, the children crowd around the 
bed; drowned in tears, and almoſt frantic 
with grief, they ſob out their little ſouls, and 
paſſionately cry, © Will he leave us? leave 
us in a helpleſs condition! leave us to an in- 
jurious world!“ 4 


rer 


3 LIVELY PICTURE OF A TENDER WIFE, 
MOURNING THE EXPECTED LOSS OF AN 
INDULGENT HUSBAND, 


N her, the lover weeps; the wife mourns; 
and all the mother yearns. To her, the 
loſs is beyond meature aggravated, by 
months and years of delighttul ſociety, and. 
exalted friendſhip.—Where, alas ! can ſhe 
meet with ſuch unſuſpected fidelity, or re- 
poſe ſuch unreſerved confidence ?where find 
lo diſcreet a counſellor ; ſo improving an 
example; and a guardian ſo ſedulouſly at- 
tentive to the intereſts ot herſelf, and her 
children? See how ſhe hangs over the lan- 
guiſhing bed; moſt tenderly folicitous to 
prolong a life, important and deſirable far 
beyond her own. Or, if that be impracti- 
cable, no leſs tenderly officious to ſooth the 
M2 
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laſt agonies of her dearer ſelf.— Her hands, 
trembling under direful, apprehenſions, wipe 
the cold dews from the livid cheeks ; and 
ſometimes ſtay the ſinking head on her gen- 
tle arms, ſometimes reſt it on her compaſſi- 
onate boſom, —See ! how ſhe gazes, with a 
ſpeechleſs ardor, on the pale countenance, 
and meagre features. Speechleſs her tongue; 
but ſhe looks unutterable things. While 
all her ſoft paſſions throb with unavailing 
ſondneſs and her ſoul bleeds with exquiſite 
anguiſh, | | 


—— — 


AN INTERESTING DESCRIPTION OP A OO 
MAN IN THE-VIEWS OF DEATH. 


IHE. ſufferer, all patient and adoring, 
ſubmits to the divine will;, and, by 
ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to his affliction. 
He is ſenſibly touched with the diſconſolate 
ſtate of his attendants ; and pierced with an 
anxious concern for his wife and his children. 
His wife who will ſoon be a deſtitute widow ;- 
his children, who will ſoon -be helpleſs or- 
phans. Yet, though caſt down, not in de- 
te- ſpair.” He is greatly refreſhed, by his 
aul in the (everlaſting covenant, and his 
hope of approaching glory. Religion gives 
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a dignity to diſtreſs. At each interval: of 
eaſe, he comforts his very comforters, and 
ſuffers with all the majeſty of woe. 

The foul, juſt going to abandon the tot- 
tering clay, collects all her force, and exerts 
her laſt efforts. The good man raiſes him- 
ſelf on his pillow ; extends a kind hand to 
his ſervants, which 1s bathed in tears ; takes. 
an affecting farewell of his friends; claſps 


his wife in a feeble embrace; kiſſes the dear 


pledges of their mutual love; and then poy: 

out all that remains of life and of ſtrengd 

in the following words; I die my dear. 
e children: but cop, the everlafting ob, 
will be with you. — Though you loſe an 
« earthly parent, you have a Father in Hea- 
* venwho lives for evermore.—Nothing, zo- 
thing but an unbelieving heart, and irreligi- 
© ous life, can ever ſeparate you from the 
regards of his providence from the en- 


DO * . 
« qdearments of his love.” 


Po 


He could proceed no farther. His heart 


was full; but utterance failed. —After- a 
ſhort pauſe, with difficulty, great difficulty, 


he added ;— You the dear partner of my 
« ſoul, you are now the only. protector of. 
* our orphans.—l leave you under a weight 
* of cares. — But cob, who defendeth the. 
* cauſe of the widow—Gop, whoſe promiſe 


i faithfulneſs and truth—God hath. ſaid 7 
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ce will never leave thee, nor forſake thee.— This 
te revives my drooping ſpirits Let this ſup- 
© port the wiſe of my boſom And now, O 
Father of compaſſions, into thy hands I. 
e commend my ſpirit - encouraged by thy 
*promiſed goodneſs, Ileavemy fatherleſs.” — 


Here he fainted ; fell back upon the bed; 
and lay, for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſ-- 
es. As a taper, upon the very point of ex- 


a -n&tion, is ſometimes ſuddenly rekindled, 


m 


— 


al leaps into a quivering flame: ſo life, be- 

2 it totally expired, gave a parting ſtrug- 
gle, and once more looked abroad from the 
opening eye lids.—He would fain have 
ſpoke ; fain have uttered the ſentence, he 
began. More than once he effayed ; but. 
the organs of his pe ec were become like a 
broken veſſel, and nothing but the obſtruct- 
-ratfled- in his throat. His aſ- 


ing phlegm. 8 
pect, AGE, ſpoke aſfection inexpreſſible. 


With all the father, all the huſband ſtill liv- 
ing in his Jooks; he takes one more view of 


thoſe dear children, whom he had ſo often 


beheld with a parental triumph. He turns 


his dying eyes on that beloved woman, whom 
he never-beheld but with a glow of delight. 
Fixed in this poſture, amidſt ſmiles of love, 
and under a gleam of Heaven, he thines out 


his laſt, 


". 
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THE CHAMBERS or THE TOMB POURTRAY- 
ED. 


the vault. Let me turn aſide, and 
ake one view of the habitation, and its te- 
nants. The ſullen door grates upon its 


. entrance leads, I ſuppoſe to 
r 


hinges ; not. uſed to receive many viſitants, 
it admits me with reluctance, and murmurs. 


What meaneth this ſudden trepidation ; 
while I defcend the ſteps, and am viſiting the 
pale nations of the dead Be compoſed 
my ſpirits, there is nothing to fear in theſe 
quiet chambers. © Here, even the wick- 
« ed ceaſe from troubling.” = 


A beam or two finds its way through. the 


grates, and reflects a feeble glimmer from 


the nails of the coffins. So many of thoſe 
ſad ſpectacles, half concealed in ſhades, halt 


ſeen dimly by the baleſul twilight, add a 
deeper horror to theſe gloomy manſions.— 
I pore upon the inſcriptions, and am juſt a- 


ble to pick out, that theſe are the remains f 
the rich and renowned. No vulgar dead 


are depoſited here. The moſt illuſtrideis 
and right honourable have claimed this. for 
their laſt retreat. And, indeed, they retain 
ſomewhat of a. ſhadowy pre-eminence. 
They lie, ranged in mournful order, and in 
a ſort of ſilent pomp, under the arches of an 
ample ſepulchre; while meaner corpſes, 


2 


1 
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without much ceremony, © go down to the 
' ſtones of the pit.” 42 


THE TOMB KNOWS NO DISTINCTIONS OF 
TITLES/OR ESTATES. © 


"FAHOSE. who received vaſt revenues, 

aud called whole lordſhips their own, 
are here reduced to half a dozen feet of 
earth, or-confined in a few ſheets of lead. 
Rooms of ſtate, and ſumptuous furniture, 
are reſigned for no other ornament than the 
ſhroud, for no other apartment than the 
darkfome niche.—Where is the ſtar that 
blazed upon the breaſt, or coronet that-glit- 
tered round the temples ? the only remains 
of departed dignity are, the weather-beaten 
hatchment, and the tattered eſcutcheon. I 
ſee no fplendid retinue ſurrounding this ſo- 
Htary dwelling. The lordly equipage ho- 
vers no longer about the lifeleſs maſter.— 
Me has no other attendant than a duſty ſta- 
tue; which while the regardleſs world is as 
gay as ever, the ſculptor's hand has taught 
to weep. | | 
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IMPORTANT LESSONS TAUGHT BY; THE 
| TOMBS OF NOBLES, 


THANK you, ye relics of ſounding, 
titles and magnificent names. Ye have 
taught me more of the littleneſs of the 
world, than all the volumes of my library. 
Your nobility arrayed in a winding ſheet; 

your. grandeur mouldering in an urn; are, 

the moſt indiſputable proofs of the nothmg- . |: 
neſs of created things. Never, ſurely, did 
Providence write this important point in 
ſuch legible characters as in the aſhes of my 
brd, or on the corpſe of his grace. 


4 4 4 # * * 
THE BENEFITS Or FAITH IN THE SON OF | 
; GOD. f | 


0 YE timorous ſouls, that are terrified 
| at the ſound of the paſſing bell; that 
turn pale at the ſight of an opened grave, 
and can ſcarce behold a coffin or a ſkull, | 
without a ſhuddering horror: ye that ate - 
in bondage to the griſly tyrant, and tremble _ 
at the ſhaking; of his iron rod, cry mightly | 
to the father of your ſpirtts, for faith in his 
dear Son. Faith. will free you from your 
ſlavery. Faith will embolden you to tread 
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on (thus fierceſt of) ſerpents. Old Simeon 
claſping the child Jeſus in the arms of his 
fleſh, and the glorious Mediator in the arms 
of his faith, departs with tranquility and 
peace. That bitter perſecutor Saul, having 
won Chriſt, being found in Chriſt, longs to 
be diſmiſſed from cumbrous clay, and k in- 
dles into rapture at the proſpect of diſſolu- 
non. | : 


* +% + X * 


A PICTURESQUE DESCRIPTION OF A SUM- 
MER'S MORN, FR 
| HE air was cool, the earth moiſt, th 
| whole face of the creation freſh an 

gay. The noiſy world was ſcarce awake. 
Buſineſs had not quite ſhook off his ſound 
ſleep, and riot had but juſt reclined his gid- 
dy head. All was ſerene; all Was ſtill: e- 
very thing tended to inſpire tranquility of 
mind, and invite to ſerious thought. 


Only the wakeful lark had left her neſt, 
and was mounting on high to ſalute the o- 
pening day. Elevated in air, ſhe ſeemed 
do call the laborious huſbandman to his toil, 
and all her fellow- ſongſters to their notes. 


1 


4 
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' SUN-RISING DESCRIBED, 


HE greyneſs of the dawn decays gra- 

dually. Abundance of ruddy ſtreaks 
tinge the fleeces of the firmament. Till 
at length the dappled aſpect of the eaſt is 
loſt in one ardent and boundleſs bluſh. 


. 
THE USEFULNESS OF THE SUN IILus- 


HAT were all the realms of the 


world but a dungeon of darkneſs - 


without the beams of the ſun? All their 
fine ſcenes hid from our view, loſt in ob- 
ſcurity.—In vain we roll around our eyes in 
the midnight gloom, In vain we ſtrive to 
behold the features of amiable nature. Turn 
whither we will, no form or comelineſs a 

pears. All ſeems a dreary waſte, an undiſ- 
tinguiſhed chaos; till the returning hours 
have unbarred the gates of light, and let 
forth the morn.— Then what a proſpect 
opens ! The heavens are paved with azure, 
and ſtrewed with roſes. A variety of the 
livelieſt verdure arrays the plains. The 


flowers put on a glow of the richeſt colours. 


N 


0 
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The whole creation ſtands forth Ereſied in 
all the charms of beauty. The raviſhed 
eye looks round and wonders. 


hs 
-, 


PUP UN LNG? 


A DESCRIPTION OF RURAL NATURE. 


HE fields are covered deep, and ſand 


thick with corn. They expand the 
milky grain to the ſun, while the gales, now 
; inclining, now raiſing each flexile ſtem, open 
all their ranks to the agency of his beams; 
which will ſoon impart a firm conſiſtence to 
the grain, and a gloſſy golden hue-to the 
ear, that they may be qualified to fill the 
barns'of the huſbandm an with plenty, and 
his heart with gladneſs. 


Yonder lie the meadows, ſmoothed into 
a perfect level; decorated with an embroi- 
dery of the gayeſt flowers, and loaded with 
ſpontaneous crops of herbage. A winding 
ſtream glides along the flowry margin, and 
receives the image of the bending ſkies, 
and waters the roots of many a branching 
willow. 


The paſtures, 1 with their verdant mounds, 
chequer the proſpect, and * a ſtand- 
ing repaſt for our cattle. 


Poe, — — — — — — 


2 py — 22 — 2 
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On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like 
ſome grand colonade erects its towering 
head. Every one projects a friendly ſnade 
for the beaſts, and creates an hoſpitable 
lodging for the birds. Every one ſtands 
ready to furniſh timber for a palace, maſts 
for a navy, or, with a more condeſcending 
courteſy, fuel for our hearths. | 


* + + X * 
= RA £ 


* 


A FRUIT GARDEN AND AN. ORCHARD IN 
| THEIR SUMMER ARRAY 


EARER the houſes, we perceive an 

ample ſpread of branches, not ſo 
ſtately as the oaks, but more amiable for 
their annual ſervices. A little while ago, 
I beheld them, and all was one beauteous 
boundleſs waſte of bloſſoms. But now, 
the blooming maid is reſigned for the uſe- 
ful matron. The flower is fallen, and the 
fruit ſwells out on cvery twig. Breathe 
ſoft, ye winds! O ſpare the tender fruitage, 
ye ſurly blaſts ! let the pear- tree ſuckle her 
Juicy progeny, till they drop into our hands, 
and diſſolve in our mouths. Let the plumb 
hang unmoleſted upon her boughs, till ſhe 
fatten her delicious fleſh, and cloud her po- 
liſhed ſkin with blue. And as for the apples, 
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that ſtaple commodity of our orchards, let 
no injurious ſhocks precipitate them imma- 
turely to the ground, till revolving ſuns 
have tinged them with a ruddy complexion, 
and concocted them into an exquiſite fla- 
vour. 


1 UNGP 


A KITCHEN GARDEN AND ITS PRODUCTS, 


OBSERVE ſeveral ſmall incloſures, 
which ſeem to be apprehenſive of ſome 
hoſtile viſic. from the north, and, therefore, 
are defended on that quarter by a thick 
wood, or a lofry wall. At the ſame time, 
they cultivate an uninterrupted correſpon- 
dence with the ſouth, and throw open their 
whole dimenſions to its friendly warmth.— 
One, in particular, hes within the reach of 
a diſtinguiſhing view, and proves to be a 
kitchen-garden. It looks, methinks, like a 
plain and frugal republic. Whatever may 
reſemble the pomp of courts, or the en- 
ſign of royalty, is baniſhed from this hum- 
ble community.—A ſkilful hand has parcel- . 
led out the whole ground into narrow beds, 
and intervening alleys. Why does the par- 
ſley with her frizzled locks ſhag the border; 
or why the celery, with her whitning arms, 
perforate the mould, but to render the ſoups 


FE 
- 
* 
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of the owner ſavoury? The aſparagus 
ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer him the 
firſt fruits of the ſeaſon ; and the artichoke 
ſpreads its turgid top to give him a treat of 
vegetable marrow. The tendrils of the cu- 
cumber creep into the ſun ; and, though 
| baſking in its hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for 
their maſter, and barrel up for his uſe the 
moſt cooling juices of the ſoil. The beans 
ſtand firm, like files of embattled troops 
the peas reſt upon their props, hke ſo many 
companies of invalids, while both repleniſh 
their pods with the fatneſs of the earth, 
- purpoſe to pour it on their owner's ta- 
ble. | 


# * „ „* * 
* * „ „ 


NATURE AND ART cONTRAS TED. 


ERE nature, always pleaſing, every 

. where lovely, appears with peculiar 
attractions. Yonder ſhe ſeems dreſſed in 
her diſhabille; grand but irregular, Here, 
ſhe calls in her hand-maid art, and ſhines 
in all the delicate ornaments. which the ni- 
ceſt cultivation is able to convey. Thoſe 
are her common apartments where ſhe lod- 
ges her ordinary gueſts; this, is her cabinet 
of curioſities, where ſhe entertains her inti- 
mate acquaintance.—My eye ſhall often ex- 

2 


* 
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patiate over thoſe ſcences of univerſal ferti- 
lity : my feet ſhall ſametimes bruſh through 
the thicker, or traverſe the lawn, or ſtroll 
along the foreſt glade ; but to this delight- 
ful retreat ſhall be my chief reſort. Thi- 
ther will I make excurſions : but here will 
Idwell.* 


UDP UGG 


FLOWRY BEAUTIES PLEASINGLY REPRE- 
SENTED. 


HAT colours, what charming co- 

lours are here! Theſe, ſo nobly 
bold, and thoſe ſo delicately lang uid. What 
a olow i is enkindled in ſome ! what a glols 
ſhines upon others! In one, methinks, I ſee 
the ruby with her bleeding radiance ; in ano- 
ther, the ſapphire with Her ſky-tinQured 
blue ! in all, ſuch an exquiſite richneſs of 
dycs, as no other ſet of paintings in the u- 
niverſe can boaſt. Some aſſume the mo- 
narch's purple ; ſome look molt becoming 
in the virgin's white; but black, doleful 
black, has no admittance into the ward- 
robe of Spring. The weeds of mourning 


An inſtance this of Mr, Hervey's predileRion in favour of 
a country life, | 


A 
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would be a manifeſt indecorum, when na- 
ture holds an univerſal feſtival. Here ſtands 
2 warrior clad with crimſon, there fits a 
magiſtrate robed in ſcarlet, and yonder 
ſtruts a pretty fellow that ſeems to have 
dipped his plumes in the rainbow, and glit- 
ters in all the gay colours of that reſplen- 
dent arch. Some rife into a curious cup, 
or fall into a ſet of beautiful bells. Some 
ſpread themſelves in a ſwelling turf, or 
croud into a delicious cluſter. In ſome the 
predominant ſtain ſoftens by the gentle di- 
minutions, till it has even ſtole away from 


itſelf. 


S * N * * 
* M R * * 


THE GRAND CAUSE OF VEGETATION, AND 
THE GROWTH OF FRUITS AND FLOWERS. 


; \ 

HE moiſture of the earth, and of the 
cCircumambient air, paſſed tarough 
roper ſtrainers, and difpc 13 in a range of 
pellucid-tubes : this pe erturms all the won- 
ders, and produces ali the beaunies of ve- 
getation. This creeps along the fibres of 
the low-ſpreal moſs, and cli bs to the ve- 
ry tops of the lofry-waving cedars. Tais, 

attracted by the root, and circulating thro? 
inviſible canals; this burits into gems; ex- 


#F 
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ds itſelf into leaves, and clothes the fo- 
reſt with all its verdant honours, —This one 
plain and fimple cauſe gives birth to all 
the charms which deck the youth and ma- 
turity of the year. This bluſhes in the ear- 
ly hepatica, and flames in the late advancing 
poppy. This reddens into blood in the 
veins of the mulberry, and attenuates itſelf 
into leafen gold, to create a covering for 
the quince. This breathes, in all the fra- 
grant gales of our garden; and weeps o- 
dorous gum in the groves of Arabia. 


* „ * * * 
„ 4 * *% * 


TULIPS AND PINKS, EMBLEMS OF THE DIE“ 
' FERENCES AMONG CHRISTIANS, 


N a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, 
1 one perceives a difference in almoſt eve- 
ry individual. Scarce any two are are turn- 
ed and tinctured exactly alike. Each al- 
lows himſelf a little particularity in his 

dreſs, though all belong to one family. — 
A. pretty emblem this of the ſmaller diffe- 
rences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There 
are modes in religion whick admit of varia- 
tion, without pre} ;udice to ſound faith or real 
| holineſs. Juſt as the drapery, on theſe pic- 
tures of the ſpring, may be formed after a 
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variety of patterns, without blemiſhing their 
beauty, or altering their nature.—Be it ſo 
then, that, in ſome points of inconſidera- 
ble conſequence, ſeveral of our brethren 
diſſent : yet let us all live amicably and ſo- 
ciably together; for we harmonize in prin- 
ciples, though we vary in punctilios. If any 
ſtrife ſubſiſts, let it be to follow our Divine 
Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of heart, 
and unblameableneſs of life. Let it be to 
ſerve one another moſt readily, in all the 
kind offices of a cordial friendſhip. Thus 
ſhall we be united, though diſtinguiſhed ; 
united in the ſaine grand fundamentals, tho? 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall circumſtantials, 
united in one important bond of brotherly 
love, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſlight- 
er peculiarities of ſentiment. | 


+ R X X * 
. 0 10 


* 


FLOWERS POURTRAYED IN LIVELY co- 
LOURS, | 


CIRCUMSTANCE, recommending 
and endearing the flowry creation, 
is their regular ſucceſſion. They make not 
their appearance all at once, but in an or- 
derly rotation. While a proper number of 
theſe obliging retainers are in waiting, the 
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others abſcond, but hold themſelves in a 
poſture of ſervice, ready to take their turn, 
and fill each his reſpective ſtation the inſtant 
it becomes vacant.—The ſnow-drop, fore- 
moſt of the lovely train, breaks her way 
through the frozen ſoil, in order to preſent 
her early compliments to her Lord. Dreſſ- 
ed in the robe of innocency, ſhe ſteps forth, 
fearleſs, of danger, long before the trees 
have ventured to unfold their leaves, even 
while the iciles are pendent on our houſes, 
Next peeps out the crocus, but cautiouſly, 
and with an air of timidity. She hears the 
howling blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low 
ſituation. Afraid ſhe ſeems, to make large 
excurſions from her root, while ſo many 
ruffian winds are abroad, and ſcouring along 
the zther,—Nor is the violet laſt in this 
ſhining embaſſy of the year. Which, with 
all the embelliſhments that would grace a 
royal garden, condeſcends to line our hedges 
and grow at the feet of briars. Freely, 
and without any ſolicitation, ſhe diſtributes 
the bounty of her emiſſive ſweets; while 
herſelf, with an exemplary humility, retires 
from fight, ſeeking rather to adminiſter 
pleaſure, than to win admiration. Em- 


bdlem, expreſſive emblem, of thoſe modeſt 


virtues which delight to bloom in obſcuri- 
ty; which extend a cheering influence to 
multitudes, who are ſcarce acquainted with 
the ſource of their comforts ! Motive, en- 
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gaging motive, to that ever active benefi- 
cence, Which ſtays not for the importunity 
of the diſtreſſed, but anticipates their ſuit, 
and prevents them with the bleſſing of its 
goodneſs |* 5 


The poor polyanthus, that lately adorned 
the border with their ſparkling beauties, and 
tranſplanted into our windows, gave us a 
freſh entertainment, is now more; I ſaw her 
complexion fade; I perceived her breath 
decay; till at length ſhe expired, and 
dropt into her grave.—Scarce have we 
ſuſtained this Joſs, but in comes the auricu- 
la, and more than retrieves it. Arrayed 
ſhe comes, in a ſplendid variety of amiable 
forms, with an eye of chryſtal, and garments 
of the moſt gloſly ſattin, exhaling perfume, 
and powdered with filver. Scarce one a- 
mong them but is dignifted with the charac- 
ter of renown, or has the honour to repre- 
ſent ſome celebrated toaſt. But theſe alſo, 
notwithſtanding their illuſtrious titles, have 
exhauſted their whole ſtock of fragrance, 
and are mingled with the meaneſt duſt.— 
Who could forbear grieving at their depar- 
ture, did not the tulips begin to raiſe them- 
ſelves on their hne wands, or ſtately ſtalks? 
they fluſt; the paterre with one of the gayeſt 


® See herein a xicture of charity without oftentation, beauty 
without vauity, aud merit without pride, 


* 
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dreſſes that blooming nature wears. Here 
one may behold the innocent wantonneſs of 
beauty. Here ſhe indulges a thouſand freaks, 
and ſports herſelf in the moſt charming di- 
verſity of colours, Yet I ſhould wrong her, 
were 1 to call her a coquette ;. becauſe ſhe 

lays her lovely changes, not to enkindle 
diſſolute affections, but to diſplay her Crea- 
tor's glory.—Soon ariſes the anemone, en- 
circled at the bottom with a ſpreading robe, 
and rounded at the top into a beautiful dome, 
In its looſely flowing mantle you may ob- 
ſerve a noble negligence; in its gently bend- 
ing tufts, the niceſt ſymmetry. I wculd 
- term it the fine gentleman of the garden ; 
becauſe it ſeems to have learnt the ſingular 
addreſs of uniting ſimplicity with refine- 
ment, of reconciling art and eaſe.— The 
ſame month has the merit of producing the 
renunculus. All bold and graceful it ex- 

ands the riches of its foliage, and acquires 
by degrees, the lovelieſt enamel in che world. 
Methinks nature improves in her opera- 
tions. Her lateſt ſtrokes are moſt maſterly. 
To crown the collection, ſhe introduces the 
carnation, which captivates every eye with 
a noble ſpread of graces, and charms every 
ſenſe with a profuſion of exquiſite odours, 
This ſingle flower has centred in itſelf the 
perfections of all the preceding. The mo- 
ment it appears, it ſo commands our atten- 
tion, that we ſcarce regret the abſence of the 
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reſt.— The gilly- flower, like a real friend, 
attends you through all the viciſſitudes and 
alterations of the ſeaſon. While others 
make a tranſient viſit only, this is rather an 
inhabitant, than a gueſt in your gardens; 
adds fidelity to complaiſance. 


rr 


THE TIME, ORDER AND ADJUSTMENT OF 
FLOWERS, EVIDENGE THE CREATOR'S 
WISDOM. 


ET. me add one remark upon the ad- 
1 4 mirable adjuſtment of every particu- 
lar, relating to theſe fine colonies planted 
in the parterre. With ſuch accuracy and 
correctneſs is their ſtructure finiſhed, that 
any the leaſt conceivable alteration would 
very much impair their perfection. Should 
you ſee, for inſtance, the nice diſpoſition of 
the tu:ip3 attire fly abroad, diſorderly and 
irregular, like the flaunting wood-bine ; 
ſhould the jeſſamine rear her diminutive 
head on thoſe grand columns which ſupport 
the hollihock; thould the erect and manly aſ- 
pect of the piony hang down with a penſive 
air, like the flexile bells of the hyacinth; 
ſnould that noble plainne which diſtin- 
gui ſhes the lily, be exchanged tor the glit- 

() 
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tering fringes which edge the pink, or the 
gaudy ſtains which bedrop the iris ; ſhould 
thoſe tapering pillars which ariſe in the mid. 
dle of its vaſe, and tipt with golden pen- 
dants, give ſuch a luſtre to the ſurrounding 
panels of alabaſter—ſhould thoſe ſhrink and 
diſappear hke the chives which cover the 
heart of the anemone.—In many of theſe 
cafes, would not the tranſpoſition be fan- 
taſtical and aukward ? in all to the apparent 


prejudice of every individual? 


Again; with regard to the time of their 
appearing, this circumſtance is ſettled by 
a remarkable foreſight and precaution.— 
What would become of the ſailor, if, in ve- 
ry ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty 
maſt, and croud it with all his canvaſs? 
Such would be the ill effect, if the moſt 
itately ſpecies of flowers ſhould preſume to 
come aboad in the bluſtering months. Ah! 
how would they rue the imprudent bold- 
- neſs! Therefore, thoſe only that ſhoot the 
ſhorteſt ſtems, and diſplay the ſmalleſt | 
ſpread of leaves, or (if you pleaſe). carry 
the leaſt ſail, are launched amidſt the blow- 
ing ſeaſons How injudiciouſiy would the 
perſumer act, if he ſhould unſeal lis fineſt 
eftences, and expoſe them to the northem | 
wines, Cr wintry rains! our blooming artiſts 
ct the aromatic profeſBor, atleaft the moſt 
delicate among the: u, ſcem perfectly aware 


— 


* 
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of the conſequences of ſuch a procedure. 
ae they poſtpone their odorife- 
rous treaſures, till a ſerener air, and more 
unclouded ſkies grant a protection to their 
amĩable traffic, till they are under no more 
apprehenſions of having their ſpicy cells 
rifled by rude blaſts, or drowned in inceſ- 
ſant ſhowers. 


* * XR * * 


AN ARGUMENT FOR CHRISTIAN man 
NATION. 


INCE all the downward tracts of time 
God's watchful eye ſurveys; 
Oh! who ſo wiſe to chooſe our lot, 
And regulate our ways? 


Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeaſurably kind: 

To his unerring gracious will, 
Be ev'ry wiſh refign'd, 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good ; 
Nor leſs, when he denies ; 

Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 
Are bleſſings in diſguiſe. 
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'A COMMENT ON THE BEAUTIES OF CREA- 


HE earth is aſſigned to us for a dwell. 
ing.— The ſkies are ſtretched over 

us like a magnificent canopy, dycd in the 
pureſt azure, and beautified now with pic- 
tures of floating ſilver, now with colourings 
of reflected crimſon.— The graſs is ſpread 
under us, as a ſpacious carpet, wove With 
filken threads * green, and Ccamaſkec with 
flowers of every hue.— The ſun, like a gol. 
den lamp, is hung out in the ethereal vault; 
and pours his effulgence all the day to light- 
en our paths. — When night approaches, the 
moon takes up the friendly office, and the 
ſtars are kindled in twinkling myriads, to 
cheer the darkneſs with their milder luſ- 
tre, not diſturb our repoſe by too intenſe a 
glare. The clouds, beſides the rich paint- 
ings they hang around the heavens, act the 
part of a ſnifting ſcreen, and defend us, by 
their ſcaſonable interpoſition, ſrom the 
ſcorching beams of ſummer. May we not 
alſo regard them as the great watering-pots 
of the globe ? which, wafted on the wings 
af the wind, diſpenſe their moiſture evenly 
through the univerſal garden; and frudtify, 
with their ſhowers, whatever our hand 
plants, — The fields are our exhauſtleſs gra- 
narv.— The ocean is our valt reſervoir.— 
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The animals ſpend their Frength to diſ- 
patch our buſineſs, reſign their clothing to 
repleniſh our wardrobe, and ſurrender their 
very lives to provide for our tables. —In 
ſhort, every element is a ſtore-houſe of con- 
veniencies; every ſeaſon brings us the 
choiceſt productions; all nature is our ca- 
terer. And, which is a moſt endearing re- 
commendation of theſe favours, they are 

all as lovely as they are uſeful. Lou ob- 
ſerve nothing mean or inelegant. All is 
clad in beauty's faireſt robe, and regulated 
by proportion's niceſt rule. The whole 
ſcene exhibits a fund of pleaſures to the 
imagination, at the ſame time that it more 
than ſupplies all our wants. 


„ „ „ * 2 


BUDDING FLOWERS EMBLEMATIC OF THE 
COVETOUS MAN, 


N every fide I eſpy ſeveral budding 

flowers. As yet they are like bales 
of cloth from the packer's warehouſe. Each 
is wrapped within a ſtrong enloſure, and its 
contents are tied together by the firmeſt 
bandages ; ſo that all their beauties lie con- 
cealed, and all their ſweets are locked up. 
Juſt ſuch 1s the niggardly wretch, whoſe 

22 
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aims are all turned inward, and meanly ter- 
minated upon himſelt. Who makes his 
own private intereits, or perſonal pleaſures, 
the ſole centre of his deſigns, and the ſcan- 
ty circumference of his actions. 


a * XR * % 


ANTIDOTES AGAINST UNRULY PASSIONS. 


OES anger draw near with her light- 

ed torch, to kindle the flame of re- 
ſentment m our breaſts ? does flattery ply 
our ears with her inchanting and intoxicat- 
ing whiſpers? would diſcontent lay her 
jeaden hand upon our temper, and mould 
mto our minds her ſour leaven, in order to 
make us a burden to ourſelves, and unami- 
able to others? inſtantly let us divert our 
attention from the dangerous objects, and 
not ſo much endeavour to antidote, as to 
ſhun, the moral contagion. Let us revolve 
in our meditations, that wonderful meek- 
nels of our diſtreſſed Maſter; which, amidſt 
the moſt abuſive and provoking inſults, 
maintained an uniform tenor of unſhaken 
ſerenity. Let us contemplate that prodi- 
ious humiliation, which brought him from 
an infinite height above all worlds, to make 
his bed in the duſt of death. Let us ſooth 
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our jarring, our unea y paſſions, with the 
rememorance aß that cheerfulneſs and re- 
f. nation, wnich rendered hin, in the deep- 
eit poverty, vnicignedly thanlüil; and, un- 
der the heavieſt tribulation, moſt ſubmilhive- 
ly patient. 


— . + 


IMPORTANT ADMONITIONS TO THE FAIR 
SEX. 


ARBOUR not, on any conſideration, 
the betrayer of your virtue. Bedeaf, 
inflexibly deaf, to every beguiling ſolicita- 
tion. If it obtrude into the unguarded heart, 
ove it entertainment, no, not for a mo- 
ment. To parley with the enemy, is to 
open a door for deſtruction. Our ſafe 
conſiſts in flight; and, in this caſe, ſuſpici- 
on is the trueſt prudence; fear the greateſt 
bravery. Play not on the brink of the 
precipice : flutter not round the edges of 
the flame: dally not with the ſtings of death, 
but reject, with a becoming mixture of ſo- 
licitude and abhorrence, the very firſt inſi- 
nuations ot iniquity; as cautiouſly as the 
ſmarting fore ſhrinks even from the fofteſt 
hand, as ; conſtant] as the ſenſitive Plants re- 
coils at the approaching touch, 


, 
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CONSOLATIONS IN THE VIEWS OF DEATH. 


EAR not, thou faithful Chriſtian; fear 

not, at the appointed time, to deſcend 
into the tomb. Thy ſoul thou mayſt truſt 
with thy omnipotent Redeemer, who is 
lord of the unſeen world; © who has the 
keys of hell and of death.” Moſt fafely 
mayſt thou truſt thy better part in thoſe 
beneficient hands, which were pierced with 
nails, and faſtened to the ignominious tree 
for thy ſalvation.— With regard to the 
earthly tabernacle, be not diſmayed. It is 
taken down, only to be rebuilt upon a di- 
viner plan, and in a more heavenly fotm. 
If it retires into the ſhadow of death, and 
lies immured in the gloom of the grave; 
it is only-to return from a ſhort confine- 
ment to endleſs liberty. If it falls into 
diſſolution, it is in order to riſe more illuſ- 
trious from its ruins, end wear an infinitely 


brighter face of perfection and of glory. 
—— — 
A DESCRIPTION or NOON, 


HE ſun blazes from on high ; the air 
glows with his fire; the fields are 


9 ' 
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rent with chinks; the roads are ſcorched 
to duſt; the woods ſeem to contract a fick- 
ly aſpect, and a ruſſet hue ; the traveller, 
broiled as he rides, haſtens to his inn, and 
intermits his journey ; the labourer, bath- 
ed in ſweat, drops the ſcythe, and deſiſts 
from his work; the cattle flee to ſome ſha- 
dy covert, or elſe pant and toſs under the 
burning noon. Even the ſtubborn rock, 
ſmit with the piercing beams, is ready to 
cleave. All things languiſh beneath the 
dazzling deluge. — 


* * * * * | ; 


BEES, CONTRASTED WITH BUTTERTLIES 
AND SPIDERS. 2 


HE bees, that nation of chymiſts ! to 
whom nature has communicated the 

rare and valuable ſecret of enriching them- 
ſelves, without impoveriſhing others. Who 
extract the moſt delicious ſyrup from eve- 
ry fragrant herb, without wounding its ſub- 
ſtance, or diminiſhing its odours. —1 take 
the more notice of theſe ingenious opera- 
tors, becauſe I would willingly make them 
my pattern; while the gay butterfly flut- 
ters her painted wings, and ſips a little fan- 
taſtic delight, only for the pre ſent moment; 
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while the gloomy ſpider, worſe than 1dly 
buſted, is preparing his inſidious nets for 
deſtruction, or ſucking venom, even from 
the moſt wholeſome plant. This frugal 
community are wiſely, employed in provid- 
ing for futurity, and collecting a copious 
ſtock of the moſt hain treaſures, 


EP VI > 


THE BEAUTIES OF A GARDEN. 


ERE I behold, aſſembled in one 
E view, almoſt all the various beauties 
which have been ſeverally entertaining my 
imagination. The viſtas, ſtruck through 
an ancient wood, or formed by rows of ve- 
nerable elms, conducting the ſpectator "oF 
obſervation to ſome remarkable object, or 
leading the travellers footſteps to this de- 
Iightful ſeat :—the walls, enriched with 
fruit-trees, and faced with a covering of 
their leafy extenſions, I ſhould rather have 
ſaid, hung with different pieces of nature's 
nobleſt tapeſtry :;—the walks, neatly ſhorn, 
and lined with verdure, or finely ſmoothed, 
and. coated with gravel :—the alleys, arch- 
ed with thades to embower our neon-tide 
_ repoſe, or thrown open for the free aceſſion 
of air, to invite us to our evening recrea- 
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tion: the decent edgings of box which 
incloſe, like a plain ſelvage, each beautiful 
compartment, and its ſplendid figures :— 
the ſhapely ever-greens, and flowering 
ſhrubs, which ſtrike the eye, and appear 
with peculiar dignity in this diſtant ſituati- 
on :—the baſon, with its chryſtal - fount, 
floating in the centre, and diffuſing an a- 
grecable ſreſhneſs through the whole :— 
the waters, falling from a remote caſcade, 
and gently murmuring as * flow along 
the pebbles. 


* R M X * 


THE EFFECTS OF HEAT AND COLD, WITH A 
REFERENCE TO THE SAVIOUR OF THE 
WORLD. 


EAT, whoſe burning influence parch= 

es the Lybian wilds, tans into ſoot 

the Ethiopian's complexion, and makes e- 
very ſpecies of life pant, and droop, and 
languiſh. Cold, whoſe icy breath glazes 
yearly th e Ruſſian cas, often glues the fro- 
zen ſailor to the cordage, and ſtillens the trag 
veller into a ſtatue of rigid fie. He, who 
ſometimes blends you both, and produces 
the moſt agrecable temperature, ſometimes 
ſuffers you to act ſepærateiy, and rage with 
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intolerable ſeverity. That King of Hea- 
ven, and Controuler of univerſal nature, 
when dwelling in the tabernacle of clay, 
was expoſed to chilling damps, and fmit- 
ten by ſultry beams. The ſtars, in their 
midnight watches, heard him pray; and 
the ſun, in his meredian fervors, ſaw him 
toil.— Hence are our frozen hearts diſſolv- 
ed into a mingled flow of wonder, love, and 
joy, being conſcious of a deliverance from 
thoſe inſufferable flames, which, kindled by 
divine indignation, burn to the loweſt hell, 


UP 1 UN L144) 


MEADOWS AND FIELDS DESCRIBED, WtTH 
A RFFERENCE TO THE GREAT REDEEMER 
OF MANKIND, 


E luxuriant meadows ; he who, with- 

- | out the ſeedſman's induſtry, repleniſh- 
& your irriguous lap, with never-failing 
crops of herbage, enamels their cheerful 
reen, with flowers of every hue.—Ye fer- 
tile fields; he who bleſſes the labours of the 
Kuſbaneman, enriches your well-tilled pla: 1s 
with waving harveſts, and calls iorth tae 
ſtaff of life from your furrows. He, who 
cauſes both meadows and fields ro hau and 
ſing, ior the avindance of plenty. He 
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was no ſtranger to corroding hunger and 
parching thirſt. He, alas! eat the bitter 
bread of woe, and had “ plenteouſneſs of 
tears to drink.” That we might partake of 
richer dainties than thoſe which are produc- 
ed by the dew of heaven, and proceed from 
the finek of the earth. 


AUP UN 11471 


PRECIOUS STONES DESCRIBED, WITH A RE + 
FERENCE TO THE GREAT CREATOR, 


E beds of gems, toy-ſhops of nature ! 
which form, in dark retirement, the 
glittering ſtone. Diamonds that ſparkle 
with a brilliant water, rubies that glow with 
a crimſon flame, emeralds dipped in the 
. freſheſt verdure of Spring, ſapphires decked 
withthe faireſt drapery of the ſky, topaz em- 
blazed with a golden gleam, amethyſt im- 
purpled with the bluſhes of the morning.— 
He who tinctures the metallic duſt, and 

conſolidates the lucid drop; he, when ſo- 
journing on earth, had no riches, but the 
riches of diſintereſted benevolence ; had 
no ornament, but the ornament of unſpot- 
ted purity. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE SILK WORM. 


HALL 1 mention the annimal which 
4 I ſpins her ſoft, her ſhining, her exqui- 
ſitely fine ſilken thread? whoſe .matchleſs 
manufactures lend an ornament to grandeur, 
and make royalty itſelf more magnificent. — 
Shall I take notice of the cell, in which, 
when the gaity and buſineſs of life are over, 
the little recluſe immures herſelf, and ſpends 
the remainder of her days in retirement? 
Shall I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, which, 
when cloyed with pleaſure and weary of the 
world, ſhe prepares for her own interment * 
Or how, when a ſtated period is elapſed, ſhe 
wakes from a death-like inaftivity,” breaks 
the incloſure of her tomb, throws off the 
duſky ſhroud, aſſumes a new forin, puts on 
a more ſumptuous array, and, from an in- 
ſect creeping on the ground, becomes a 
winged inhabitant of the air. 


* * N 


THE HAPPINESS OF GLORIFIED SPIRITS. 


E "PAS of juſt men, made perfect, 
who are . from the burden of 
the fleſh; and freed from all the. vexatious 
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ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves, de- 
livered from all the injurious effects of in- 
iquity in others. Who ſojourn no longer 
in the tents of ſtrife, or the territories of 
diſorder, but are received into that pure, 
harmonious, holy ſociety, where every one 
acts up to his amiable and exalted charact- 
er, where God himſelf is pleaſed graciouſſy 
and immediately to preſide.— Lou find not 
without pleaſing aſtoniſhment, your hopes 
improved into actual enjoyment, and your 
faith ſuperſeded by the — viſion. You 
feel all your former ſhyneſs of behaviour, 
happily loſt in the overfowings of unbound- 
ed love, and all your little differences of 
opinion entirely bore down by tides of in- 
variable truth... T. 


LLLLL LILLIE 


EVENING THE TIME FOR REFLECTION. - 


IME evening, drawing her fables over 
the world, and gently darkening in- 

to night, is a ſeaſon peculiarly proper for 
ſedate conſideration. All circumſtances 
concur to huſh our paſſions, and ſooth our 
cares; to tempt our ſteps abroad, and - 
prompt our thoughts to ſerious reflection. 
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A PLEASANT RURAL WALK PESCRIBEB. 


HE buſineſs of the day diſpatched, 
and the ſultry heats abated, invited 
me to the recreation of a walk. A walk, in 
one of the fineſt receſſes of the country, 
and in one of the moſt pleaſant evenings 
which the ſummer ſeaſon produced, 


The limes and elms, uniting their branch- 
cs over my head, formed a verdant canopy, 
and caſt a moſt refreſhing ſhade. Under 
my feet lay a carpet of nature's velvet ; 
graſs intermingled with mofs, and embroi- 
dered with flowers, Jeſſamines in conjunc- 
tion with woodbines, twined around the 
trees, diſplaying their artleſs beauties to 
the eye, and diffuſing their delicious ſweets 
through the air. On either ſide, the 
boughs, rounded into a ſet of regular arch- 
es, opened a view into the diſtant fields, and 
preſented me with a proſpect of the bending . 
ſkies. The little birds, all joyous and 
grateful for the favours of the light, were 
paying their acknowledgments in a tribute 
of harmony, and ſoothing themſelves to reſt 
with ſongs. While a French horn from a 
neighbouring ſeat, ſent its melodious ac- 
cents, ſoftened by the length of their paſ- 
ſage, to complete the ccncert of the 
grove. 8 
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THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY AND PRO- 
PERTY. | | 


IBERTY, that deareſt of 'names, and- 
property, that beſt of charters, give 
an additional, an inexpreſſible charm to e- 
very delightful object.— See how the declin - 
ing ſun has beautified the weſtern clouds; 
has arrayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted 
them with gold. Such a refinement of our 
domeſtic bliſs, is property; ſuch an improve- 
ment of our public privileges, is liberty.—- 

When the lamp of day ſhall withdraw his 
beams, there will ſtill remain the ſame col- 
lection of floating vapours; but OI how 
changed, how gloomy ! the carnation ſtreaks 
are faded; the golden edgings are worn a- 
way; and all the lovely tinges are loſt in a 
leaden-coloured . louring ſadneſs. Such - 
would be the aſpect of all theſe ſcenes of 
beauty, and all theſe abodes of pleaſure, if 
expoſed continually to the caprice of arbi- 


trary ſway. 


* 
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A DESCRIPTION OF SUNSET. 


oy 


HE ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily 

; race, and haſtens to the goal. - He 
deſcends lower and lower, till his chariot- 
wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt verge 
of the ſky. What is ſomewhat remarka- 
ble, the orb of light, upon the point of ſet- 
ting, grows conſiderably broader. The ſha- 
dows of objects, juſt before they become- 
blended in undiſtinguiſhable darkneſs, are 
execedingly- lengthened.— Like bleſſings, 
little prized, while poſſeſſed; but highly e- 
ſteemed, the very inſtant they are prepar- 
ed for their flight; bitterly regretted when 
once they are gone and to be ſeen no more. 


The radiant globe is, now, half immerſed 
beneath the duſky earth. Or, as the anci- 
ent poets ſpeak, is fſhootmg into the ocean, 
and ſinks into the weſtern ſea. And could 
I view the ſea, at this juncture, it would 
yield a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectable. 
The rays, ſtriking horizontally on the li- 
quid element, give it the appearance of 
floating glaſs ; or reflected in many a differ- 
ent direction, from a beautiful multiplicity 
of colours.—A ſtranger, as he walks along 
the ſandy beach, and, loſt in penſive atten- 
tion, liſtens to the murmurings of the reſt- 


leſs flood, is agrecably alarmed by the gay 
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decorations of the ſurface. With entertain- 
ment, and with wonder, he ſees the curling 
waves here gliſtening with white,there glow- 
ing with purple; in one place, wearing an 
auzure tincture, in another, glancing a caſt 
of undulating green; in the whole, exhibit- 
ing a piece of fluid ſcenery, that may vie 
with yonder pencil tapiſtries, though 
wrought in the loom, and tinged with che 
dyes of heaven. | | 


PSP 9 4 


THE APPEARANCE OF NATYRE AFTER SUN+ 
SET. 


HE great luminary is ſunk beneath the 
horizon, and totally diſappears. The 
whole face of the ground is overſpread 
with ſhades, or with, what one of the fineſt 
ainters of nature calls, a dun ob/curity, On- 
y a few very ſuperior eminences are tipt 
with ſtreaming ſilver. The tops of groves, 
and lofty towers, catch the laſt ſmiles of day, 
are ſtill irradiated by the departing beams. 
But O! how tranſient is the diſtinction! 
how momentary the gift! like all the bleſ- 
ſings, which mortals enjoy below, it is gone, 
almoſt as ſoon as granted. See! how lan- 
guiſhingly it trembles on the leafy ſpire; 
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and glimmers, with a dying 'faintneſs, on 
the mountain's brow, . The little-vivacity 
that remains, decays every moment. It can 
no longer hold its ſtation. While I ſpeak, 

it expires; and 1 the world to the gra- 
dual approaches night. 


Every object, a little while ago, are | 
with light ; but now, all appears under a 
more qualified luſtre. The animals har- 
monize with the inſenſible creation; and 
what was gay 1n thoſe, as well as glittering 
in this, gives place to an univerſal gravity. 

In the meadows, all was jocund and ſportive; 
but now the gameſome lambs are grown 
weary of their Fo licks, and the tired ſhep- 
herd has impoſed ſilence en his pipe. In 
the branches, all was ſprightlineſs and ſong ; 
but now the Iively green is wrapt in the de- 
ſcending glooms, and no tuneful airs are 
heard, only the plaintive ſtock-dove, cooing 
mournfully . the grove. 


INTERESTING REFLECTIONS ON THE CEOSE 
OF DAY. 


x HOULD 1 now be vain and trifling, the 
) heavens. and the earth would rebuke my 


15 
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unſeaſonable levity. Therefore, be theſe 
moments devoted to thoughts, ſedate, as 
the cloſing day, ſolemn, as the face of things. 
And, indeed, however my ſocial hours are 
enlivened with innocent pleaſantry; let eve- 
ry evening, in her ſable habit, toll the bell 
to ſerious conſideration. Nothing can be 
more proper for a perſon who walks on the 
borders of eternity, and is haſting continual- 
ly to his final audit; nothing more proper 
than daily to ſlip away from the circle of a- 
muſements, and frequently to relinquiſh the 
the hurry of buſineſs, in order to conſider 
and adjuſt © the things that belong to his 
peace. | | | 


UB UP) A CT 


PHE COOLNESS OF, EVENING TWILIGHT, 
AND ITS BENEFITS. 


FTER all the ardors of the ſultry day, 
how reviving is this coolneſs !-—This 
gives new verdure to the fading plants; new 
vivacity to the withering flowers; anda 
more exquiſite fragrance to their mingled 
ſcents.— By this, the air alſo receives a new 
force, and is qualified to exert itſelf with 
greater activity.— This I might call the 
grand alembec of nature, which diſtils her 
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moſt ſovereign cordial, the refreſhing dews. 
Inceſſent heat would rob us of their benefi- 
cial agency, and oblige them to evaporate 
in imperceptible exhalations. Turbulent 
winds, or even the gentler motions of Au- 
rora's fan, would diſſipate the rifing vapours, 
and not ſuffer them to form a coalition.—- 
But, favoured by the ſtillneſs, and condenſ- 
ed by the coolneſs of the night, they unite 
in pearly drops, create that finely tempered 
humidity, which cheers the vegetable world, 
as ſleep exhilirates the animal, 


5 rr 


THE ADVANTAGES Or SOLITUDE. 


THE world is a troubled ocean; anp 
Who can erect ſtable purpoſes, on its 
fluctuating waves? The world is a ſchool of 
wrong, and who does not feel himſelf _ 
ing to its penicious influences? on this fea 
of. glaſs, how inſenſibly we ſlide from our 
own ſtedfaſtneſs ! ſome ſacred truth, which 
was {truck in lively characters on our fouls, 
is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some wor- 
thy reſolution, which heaven had wrought 
in our breaſts, is ſhaken if not overthrown. 
Some inticing vanity; which we had ſolemn- 
iy renounced, again practiſes its wiles, a- 
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gain captivates our affections. How often 
has an unwary glance kindled a fever of ir- 
regular deſire in our hearts? how often has 
a word. of applauſe dropt Juſcious poiſon in- 
to our ears; or ſome diſreſpectful expreſſion 
raiſed a guſt of paſſion into our boſoms ? our 
innocence is of fo tendef a conſtitution, that 
it ſuffers in the promiſcuous croud. Our pu- 
rity is of ſo delicate a complexion, that it 
ſcarce touches on the world, without con- 
tracting a ſtam. We ſee, we hear, with pe- 
Til. i 


But here ſafety dwells. Every medling 
and intruſive avocation is ſecluded. Si- 
lence holds the door againſt the ſtrife of 
tongues, and all the impertinences of idle 
converſation. The buſy ſwarm of vain i- 
mages, and cajoling temptations which be- 
ſet us, with a buzzing importunity, amidſt 
the gaities of life, are haſt by theſe thick- 
ening ſhades, Here I may, without diſturb- 
ance, commune with my own heart, and 
learn the beſt of ſciences, to know myſelf. 
Here the ſoul may rally her diſſipated pow- 
ers, and grace recover its native energy.— 
This is the opportunity to rectify every e- 
vil impreſſion, to expel the — and 
guard againſt the contagion of corrupting 
examples. This is the place where I may, 
with advantage, apply myſelf to ſubdue the 
rebel within, and be maſter, not of a ſceptre, 
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but of myſ{elt.—Throng then, ye ambitious, 
the levees of the powerful; 1 will be punc- 
tual in my aſſignations with ſolitude. To 
a mind intent upon its own improvement, 


ſolitude has charms incomparably more en- 


gaging than the entertainments preſented in 
the theatre, or thehonours conferred in the 


drawing room. 


Sn 


THE BENEFITS OF AFFLICTION, 


HEN ſickneſs has drawn a veil o- 
ver the gaity of our hearts, when 
misfortunes have eclipſed the ſplendor 


of our outward circumſtances, how many 


important convictions preſent themſelves 
with . the brighteit ——— Under the 
ſunſhine of proſperity, they lay undiſcover- 
ed; but, when ſome intervening cloud has 
darkened the ſcene, they emerge from their 


obſcurity, and even glitter upon our minds. 


Then the world, that deluſive cheat, confeſ- 
ſes her emptineſs: but Jeſus, the bright 


and morning ſtar, beams forth with inimi- 


table luſtre. Then, vice loſes all her falla- 


cious allurements; that painted ſtrumpet is 
horrible as the hags of hell; but virtue, de- 
ſpiſed virtue, gains lovelinefs ſrom a louring 
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providence, and treads the ſhades with more 
than mortal charms. May this reconcile 
me, and all the ſons of ſorrow, to our ap- 
pointed ſhare of ſuffering ; if tribulation 
tend to diſſipate the inward darkneſs, and 
pour heavenly dew upon our minds; wel- 
come ditreſs, welcome diſappointment, wel- 
come whatever our froward fleſh or peeviſh 
paſſions, would miſcall ' calamities. * Theſe 
light afflitions which are but for a moment, 
ſhall fit eaſy upon our᷑ ſpirits, ſince they be- 
friend our Lsswledge, promote our faith 
and ſo, c work out for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory.” 


PHB rg 
DARKNESS AND LIGHT CONTRASTED, 


T T OW: has this darkneſs ſnatched every 

II ſplendid and graceful object from my 
ſight ! ſt has daſhed the ſponge over the pic- 

tures of ſpring, and deſtroyed all che deli. | 
cate diſtinctions of things. Where are now 
the fine tinges, which ſo lately charmed me 
from the glowing parterre? The bluſh is 
ſtruck out from the cheeks of the roſe; and 
the ſnowy hue is dropt from the lily. Icaft 
my eyes towards a magnificent ſeat ; but the 
aſpiring columas, and fair expanded front, 
are mingled in rude 2 Without 


viſionary bliſs ; while their bodies are ſtretch- 
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the ſun, all the elegance of the blooming , 
world, is a mere Henk; all the ſymetry . 
e 15.4 ſhape! 0 2 
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A THE WORKINGS OF FANCY IN SLEEF, 


ANC, extravagant fancy, leads the 

mind through a maze. of vanity. The 
head is crowded with falſe images, and tan- 
talized with the moſt ridiculous miſappre- 
henſions of things. Some are expatiating 
amidſt fairy fields, and gathering garlands of 


ed on a wif} of ſtraw, and ſheltered by the 
cobwebs o& a barn. Others, quite inſenſi- 
ble of their rooms of ſtate, are mourning in 
a doleful dungeon, or ſtruggling with the 
raging. billows. Perhaps; with haſty ſteps, 
they climb the craggy cliff, Wes 2 * 
anxiety, fly from the imagina 

| elſe, benumbed with Fe lf So — finds find- 
ing themſelves unable to eſcape, they give 
upat once their hapes, and their efforts ; and 
though, reclined on a couch of ivo 
ſinking, all helpleſs and Ur; in, de fu- 
rious whirlpool. 
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AN ADDRESS TO THE VOTARIES or 
| | MIRTH, 


T H A T the votaries of mirth, 
whoſe life is a continued round of 
merriment and whim, would beſtow one fe- 
rious reflection on the variety of human 
woes! It might teach them to be leſs ena- 
moured with the few languid ſweets that 
are thinly icattered through this vale of 
wa and environed with fuch a multitude 
of ragged thorns. It might teach them no 
longer to dance away their years with a gid- 
dy rambling impulſe, but to aſpire with a 
determined aim, after thoſe happy regions, 
5 5 delights, abundant and n 
. 


. 
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matt SLY or 115 ADVOCATES FOR Vick. 
_AND SENSUALITY. | ; 

Joik are proftitvting their reputation, 
ald facrificing their peace, to the 
gratification of their luſts ſapping the foun- 
dation or their health, in * ehe - or 
ſhipwrecking the intereſts of their families 
in their bowls. And, what is worſe, ate for- 
feiting the joys of an eternal heaven, for the, 
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ferdid ſatisfactie ns of the beaſt ; for the tran- 
ſitory ſenſations of an hour. Ye faves of 
appetite, how far am I from envying your 
groſs ſenſualities, and voluptucus revels ! 
little, ah] little ere you ſenſtble, that, while 
indulgence ſhowers her roſes, and luxury 
diffules her odours, they ſcatter poiſons al- 
ſo, and ſhed unheeded bane. Evils, incom- 
parably more malignant than the wormwood 
and gall- of the ſharpeſt affliction.— Since 
death is in the drunkard's cup, and worſe 
than poignards in the harlot's. embrace. 


3.3 s. 
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8 | THE PROPER SPHERE CF REASC N. 


AM far ſrom decrying that noble facul- 

ty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper 

. ſphere; when acting in a deferential ſuberdi- 

8 nation to the revealed will of. Heaven. 
While ſhe exerciſes her powers within theſe 
appointed limits, ſhe is unſpeakably ſervice- 

| x and cannot be too induſtriouſſy culti- 

_ vated. But when ſhe ſets up herſelf in 
preud contragiſtinfticn to the ſacred oraclcs; 
when, all- arrogant and. ſelf-ſufficient, ſhe 
ſays to the word of ſcripture I have nd need 

<5 of thee: be is then, I m uſt be bold to main» 


BEAUTIES o HERVEY, ig 


tain, not only a glow-worm, but an ignis a- 
tuus, not only a bubble, but a ſnare. 
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THE TENDENEY OF NOVELS, - ROMANCES | 
"AND THEATRICAL AMVSEMENTS- | 
TE generality of our modern roman- 
| ces, novels and theatrical entertain- 
ments, are commonly calculated to inflame 
a wanton fancy. Or, if conducted with ſo 
much modeſty, as not to debauch the af- 
fections; they pervert. the judgment, and 
beyilder the taſte. By their increclible ad- 
ventures, their extravagant parade of gal- 
lantry, and their characters, widely different 
from truth and nature, they inſpire fooliſh 
conceits, beget idle expectations, introduce 
a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory, and indiſpoſe 
the ir admirers to acquieſce in the decent civi- 

lities, or to reliſh the ſeber ſatisfactions of 
common liſe. i n 


Q.2- XY 
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A VIEW OF RURAL NATURE BY Moon 
| LICHT. 


T OW the moon 15 riſen, and has collect 
ed all her beams, the veil is taken off 
from the countenance of nature. I ſee the 
recumbent flocks; I ſee the green hedge- 
rows, though without the feathered choriſ- 
ters, hopping from ſpray to ſpray. In ſhort, 
I fee once again the world's great picture ; 
not indeed in its late lively colours, but 
more delicate) ſhaded, and arrayed in ſofter ; 
charms... 


What a majeſtic ſeene is here! the moon, , 

like an immenſe cryſtal lamp, pendent in 

the magnificent ceiling of the heavens.— 
| The ſtars, like ſo many thouſands of golden 

tapers, fixed in their azure ſockets. . All 

pouring their luſtre on ſpacious cities, and 
lofty mountains, glittering on the ocean, 

gleaming on the foreſt, and opening a proſ— 
pect, wide as the eye can glar ce, more vari- 

ous than fancy can paint. 
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THE BENEFITS OF MOONLIGHT. - 


enliven the nocturnal gloom, and line with 


FT ELCOME, thrice welcome, this 
auſpicious gift of. Providence, to 


filver the raven- coloured mantle of night! 


How deſirable to have our ſummer evem 


illuminated! that we may be able to tread 


the dewy meads, and breathe the delicious 


fragrance of our gardens; eſpecially when 


the ſultry heats render it irkſome and fati- 


guing; to walk a broad by day. How cheer- 


ing to the ſhepherd, the uſe of this univer- 
ſal lantern; as he tends his fleecy charge, 
or late conſigns them to their hurdled cots ! 


How comfortable and how advantageous to 
the mariner, as he ploughs the. midnight - 
main, to adjuſt the tackling, to explore his 
way, and, under the influence of this beam 
ing ſconce, to avoid the fatal rock! This ce- 
leſtial attendant is moſt exacihj punctual, at all 
the ſtated periods of her miniſtration. If we 
chooſe to prolong our journey, after the ſun 
is gone down, the moon, during her whole 
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increaſe, is always ready to act in the capa- 


city of a guide. It we are inclined to ſet 


out very early in the morning; the moon 


in her decreaſe prevents the dawn, on pur- 


poſe to offer her aſſiſtance. And becauſe it 


is ſo pleaſant a thing, for the eyes to behold 


the light, the moon at her full, by a courſe 


* 
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of unintermitted waiting, gi es us, as it 
were, a double day. 


7 
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A WALK BY - MOONLIGHT, MTH THE EF- 
: FECTS or NOCTURNAL DARKNESS. ON | 
-KURAL- SCENES. | 


for the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead 
meaſuring my ſteps, under the covert of 
an arbour, let me range along the ſummit 
of this gently riſing hill. There is no need 
of the leafy ſhade, ſince the fun has quitted 
the — and withdrawn his ſcerching 
beams. But ſee how advantages and incon- 
veniencies are mee, linked, and chequer 
our affairs below ! if the annoying heat cca- 
ſes, the landſcape, and its pleaſing ſcenes, 
are alſo removed. The majeſtic caſtle, and 
the lowly cottage, are vaniſhed together. 
I have leſt the aſpiring mountain, and its 
ruſſet brow; Hook round, but to no pur- 
poſe, for the humble vale and its flowery 
lap. The plains, . whitened with flocks, 
and the heath yellow with furze, diſappear. 
The advancing night has wrapt in darkneſs 
the long extended foreſt, and drawn her man- 
tle over the winding of the filver ſtream. . 


I EXCHANGE che nice retreats of art 
0 
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A VIEW CF THESTARRY HEAVENS. 


| FRE I cnjoy a free view of the whole 
H hemiſphere, without any obſtacle 
from below to confine the exploring eye, 
or any cloud from above, to overcaſt the 
ſpacious concave.. *Tis true; the lively 
vermilion, which fo lately ſtreaked” the 
chambers of the weſt, is all faded. But the 
lanets, one after another, light- up their 
mps; the ſtars advance in their ghttering 
train; a thouſand and a thouſand luminaries 
launch forth in ſucceſſive ſplendors ; and the 
whole firmament is kindling into the moſt 
beautiful glow. The blueneſs of the #tker, 
heightened by the ſeaſon of the year, and 
ſtill more enlivened by the abſence of the 
moon, = thoſe gems of heaven the 
ſtrongeſt luſtre. EEE LISS.. 
+++ +++ 
A DESCRIPTION OF A FROSTY NIGHT AND - 
MORNING. | 
HE ſober evening advances to cloſe 
| the ſhort-lived day. The firmament, 
clear and unſullied puts on its brighteſt blue. 
The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, and 
with a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through 


2906 BEAUTIES or HERVEY, 


the fair expanſe, While the froſt pours its 
ſubtle and penetrating influence all around. 
Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all the long night 
the rigid æther continues its operations. 
When, late and flow, the morning opens 
her paleeye, in what a curiovs and amuſing 
diſguiſe is nature drefled ! the icicles, jag- 


ged and uneven, are pendent on the houſes. 


A whitiſh film incruſts the windows, where 


mimic landſcapes 11ſe, and fancied: figures 


ſwell. The fruitſul felds, are hardened to 


> 


iron; the moiſtened meadows are congealed 


to marble ; and both reſound (an effect un- 


known before) with the peafant's haſty tre ad. 
The ſtream is arreſted in its career, and its 
overflowing ſurface chained to the banks. 
The fluid paths become a fohd road, where 


the finny ſhoals were wont to rove, the 


ſportive youth ſlide, or the rattling chariots 
roll. e | 
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THE EFFECTS-OF FROST ON NATURE, WITH 
MORAL - REFLECTIONS. 


IE air is all ſerenity. © Refined by the 
nitrous particles, it affords the moſt 
diſtinct views and extenſive proſpects. The 
ſeeds of infection are killed, and the peſti- 
lence deſtroyed even in embryo. So the 
cold of affliction: tends to mortify our eor- 
ruptions, and ſubdue our vicious habits.— 
The crouding atmoſphere, conſtringes our 
bodies, and braces our nerves. The ſpirits 
are buoyant, and ſally briſkly on the exe- 
cution of their office. Now, none loiters 
in his path; none is ſeen with folded arms. 
All is in motion; all is activity. Choice, 
prompted by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur 
of neceſſity. Thus, the rugged ſchool of 
misfortune often trains up the mind to a2 
vigorous exertion of its faculties. The 
bleak climate of adverſity often inſpirits us 
with a manly reſolution. When a ſoft and 
downy affluence, perhaps, would have relax- 
ed all the general ſpring of the ſoul, and have 
left it enervated with pleaſure, or diſſolved 


in indolence. 
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FROSTY WINDS, AND THEIR BANEFUL IN- 
FLUENCES, 


OLD cometh out of the north. The 
winds having ſwept thoſe deſarts of 
ſnow, arm themſelves with millions of fro- 
zen particles, and make a fierce deſcent 
upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling 
clouds, they drive dreadfully whizzing 
through the darkened air. They growl 
around our houſes ; aſſault our doors; and, 
eager for entrance, faſten on our windows. 
Walls can ſcarce reſtrain them, bars are una- 
ble to exclude them ; through every cranny 
they force their way. Ice 1s on their wings; 
they ſcatter agues through the land; 
and winter, all winter, rages as they 
Their breath is as a ſearing iron to 
the little verdure, left in the plains. Vaſt- 
Iy more pernicious to the tender plants than 
the ſharpett knife; they kill their branches, 
and wound the very root. = | 
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A SHOWER OF HAIL DESCRIBED, 


IF the ſnow compoſes the light-armed 
troops of the ſky, methinks the hail con- 
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ſtitmtes its heavy artillery, When driven 
by a vehement wind, with what dreadful 
impetuoſity does that ſtony ſhower fall ! how 
it rebounds from that frozen ground, 
and rattles on the reſounding dome !- It at- 
tenuates the rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges 
them into foam. It cruſhes the infant flow- 
ers; cuts in pieces the gardiner's early 
plants, and batters the feeble fortification 
of his glaſſes into ſhivers. It darts into the 
traveller's face : he turns, with haſte, from 
the ſtroke ; or feels on his cheek, for the 
guſhing blood. If he would retreat into 
the houſe, it follows him even thither ; and, 
likeadetermined enemy that puſhes the pur- 
| ſuit, daſhes through the crackling panes. 
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DESCRIPTION OF A RAINBOW. 


EHOLD a bow of no hoſtile intention! 

a bow painted in variegated colours 
on the diſburdened cloud. How valt is the 
extent, how delicate the texture of that 
ſhowery arch! it compaſſeth the heavens 
with a glorious circle, and teaches us to for- 
get the horrors of the ſtorm. Elegant its 
form, and rich its texture ; but more delight= 
ſui its ſacred ſignificancy. While the vio- 
R 
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let and the roſe bluſh in its beautiful aſpect, 
the olive-branch ſmiles in its gracious im- 
port. It writes, in radiant dyes, what the 
angels ſung in harmonious ſtrains ; peace 
on earth good will towards men.” It is the 
ſtamp of inſurance, for the continuance of 
ſeedtime and harveſt ; for the preſervation 
and ſecurity of the viſible world. 


. 


THE 
ONLY METHOD OF REFORMING SINNERS. 


F ever a reformation 1s produced, it muſt, 

under the influences of the eternal Spirit, 
be produced by the doctrines of free grace, 
and juſtification through a Redeemer's righ- 
teouſneſs. Till theſe doctrines are gener- 
ally inculcated, the moſt eloquent harangues 
from the pulpit, or the moſt correct diſſer- 
tations from the preſs, will be no better 
than a pointleſs arrow and a broken bow. 
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TOO TRUE A PICTURE OF THE PRESENT 
AGE, 


F indolence, avarice, and venality ; if 
| pleaſure, luxury, and prodigality; if 
youth without principles, tradeſmen with- 
out honeſty, and nobles without honour ; if 
theſe are allowed to be, either (provoking 
immoralities, or fatal ſymptoms, I fear the 
ruin of England cannot be far off. 
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CHRIST COMPARED: TO RIVERS OF WATER. 


N a dry place, burnt upfor want of moi- 

ſture, nothing is ſo deſirable, nothing ſo 
refreſliing as water. To the poor ſinful ſoul, 
of whoſe condition the parched ground is a 
fit reſemblance, Chriſt ſhall be, not barely 
as the morning dew, not barely as the tran- 
ſient ſhower, but as a river; yea, as rivers 
of water, that flow in copious and never 
failing ſtreams through the thirſty foil. Ma- 
king even the ſandy defart, green with her- 
bage, and gay with flowers. 
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THE SECURITY OF BELIEVERS IN JESUS, 


HOULD ye be purſued by a conquer- 

ing foe, determined to cut you in pieces, 
if you turned into a caſtle, whoſe walls were 
ſtronger than braſs, ſtronger than adamant, 
ſtronger than all the rocks in the world, you 
might laugh at the attempts of your, enemy. 
You are free from the power of the ſword. 
So free are you, and abundantly more free 
from danger, when you fly to the ſtrong hold 
of Chriſt's death and atonement, 


at 


THE DANGER OF COVETOUSNESS AND PRO- 
- DIGALITY. 


-- 


F riches have been your idel, hoarded 
up in your coffers, or laviſned out upon 
yourſelves ; they will when the day of reck- 
aning eomes, be like the garment of 
pitch and brimſtone, put upon the criminal 
condemned to the flames. 
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THE BENEFITS OF CHRIST'S REDEMPTION, 


EAR mot, ſays the Lord, for Thave Re- 

deemed thee, Iſaiah, xlin, 1. Redemp- 
tion by Chriſt is a preſervative from all ter- 
ror, and. an antidote againſt every evil. 
When this blood 1s ſprinkled, fin is done a- 
way, and God is appeaſed ; his promiſes are 
your portion, and his arm is your defence. 


2 - 


THENECESSITY OF PRAYER, AND THE PRAC- 
TICE OFIT URGED ON ALL. 


LAS! how many of thoſe, whom we 

X call Chriſtians, are ſtrangers to prayer 
how many ſervants riſe to their work,and ne- 
ver bend a knee before their maſter in heaven! 
how many maſters. ſet their ſervants an un- 
godly example.! enter upon the affairs of the 
day, without imploring the God of all grace 
either to proſper their buſineſs, or to ſanc- 
tify their ſouls! how many parents know 
not what it is, to make earneſt ſupplications 
for the converſion and falvation of their 
children, how many children are as ignorant 
of the nature, the neceſſity, the advar tiges 
of prayer, *as the wild aſs's colt.” Job, xi, 
12 — 
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A TIMELY WARNING - TO THOUGHTLESS 
SINNERS, f 


F this building was rocking over your 

heads and tottering on every ſide ; if the 
beams were burſting, and the walls cleaving; 
you would. be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. 
And how is-it, that you are under no ap- 
prehenſions, when-the indignation of an Al- 
mighty God is ready to fall upon yo, and 
(worſe than ten thouſand falling millſtones) 
grind you to powder ? 


mom +++ 


ALL THE PERFECTIONS OF DEITY HARMON-. 
IZE IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 

v | 

"'TERE, Juſtice has ſet her moſt awful 

I terrors in array; even while goodneſs 
appears, with inexpreſiible lovelineſs, and 
and the moſt attractive beauty. Here truth, 
more unſhaken than a rock, takes her im- 
moveable ſtand ; and mercy, tenderer than 
the mother's tears, yearns with bewels of e- 
verlaſting pity.— In a word, the croſs of 
Chriſt is a conſpicuous theatre on which all 
the divine perfections unite and harmonize; 
and ſhine forth with tranſcendent luſtre. 
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THE NATURE AND EFTECT OF. FAITH. IN_ 
Jesus.“ 


IIS is a foundation of the ſublimeſt 
hope, and a fountain of the moſt ex- 
uberant joy. This affords matter for the 
deepeſt humility, and yields fuel for the moſt 
flaming love. Faith in our crucified Jeſus, 
is an ever- active principle ofthe moſtcheer- 
ful and exact obedience: is an ample and in- 
exhauſtible magazine, from which we may 
fetch arms to conquer; abſolutely conquer, 
the allurements of the world, the ſolicitati- 
ons of the fleſli, and the temptations of the 
devil. 


rr 


THE HAPPY INFLUENCES OF THE LOVE OF 


SENSE of his immenſely rich good- 

neſs ſhall win your affections ; ſhallin- 
cline (what all the threatenings of damnation 
could never effect, )ſhall incline you to loath 
your fins, and to love his ſervice; ſhall 
ſmooth your path, and expedite your pro- 
greſs to the regions of immortal honour and 


Joy. . | 
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JESUS CHRIST WORTHY OF OUR HIGHEST: 
REGARD. . | 


HO is mare worthy of our choi- 
ceſt thoughts, affections, and honors, 
than that divinely compaſſionate Saviour, 
who offered himſelf, in the very prime of his 
life, a bleeding victim for our ſins, that his 
ſacrifice might have every recommending 
circumſtance which could render it accepta- 
ble to God. and available for man ? 


+++ +++ 


THE HAPPINESS AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE 
SAINTS ABOVE. 


HOSE happy beings, who ſtand a- 
round the throne, cloathed with white 


robes, ſerve their God day and night, for e- 
ver, in his temple. In the regions of im- 
mortality they find a heaven; becauſe there 
they have a never- ceaſing and eternal com- 
munion with God ; becauſe there they have 
an uninterrupted and everlaſting Sabbath, 
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THE CONTENTS OF THE BIBLE HELD OUT. 
AND RECOMMENDED. © 


MIGHT recount the glorious privile- 

ges, exhibited in this bleſſed book; the 
ineſtimable promiſes, made to the righteous; 
the tenderly compaſſionate invitations, ad- 
dreſſed to ſinners ; the refined and exalted 
diſplays of morality ; with many other no- 
ble particulars—which is the er 
of ſcripture to contain the wiſdom of man- 
kind to believe and the only felicity of our 
nature to be intereſted in, and influenced by 


them. 


= UP) . . 


oop's METHOD OF DEALING WITH MAN. 


FN OD, to ſhew his utter deteſtation of 
Tall iniqity ; to manifeſt his ſingular de- 
light in all virtue; frequently takes occafi- 
on to denounce vengaance, or promiſe hap- 
pineſs, when ſome notorious evil is com- 
mitte d, or ſome laudable good performed. 
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THE BENEFITS OF ADVERSITY. 


E are taught in ſcripture, that the 
Almighty. chaſtens whom he loves; 

and ſcourges the men whom he receiveth to 
himſelf. Adverſity is a ſchool, in which both 
rivate perſons and public ſocieties have 
earned the moſt heroic virtues. 


NATURE AND DIVINE REVELATION SOME«= 


HE pages of ſcripture, like the pro- 
ductions of nature, will not only en- 
dure the teſt, but improve upen the trial. 
The application of the miſcroſcope to the 
ont, and a repeated meditation on the other, 
are ſure to diſplay new beauties, and preſent 
us with higher attractives. 
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THE LOVE OF GOD THE END OF ALL RE 
LIGION. 


HE love of God, that ſupremely glor- 

| ious, and ſupremely gracious Being, 
is of all other tempers, the moſt deli zhtful 
and divine. A facred flower, which its ear- 
ly bud is happineſs, and in its full bloom is 
heaven. To plant this noble principle in 
the breaſt, to cultivate its growth, and bring 
it to maturity, is the grand end of all reli 


gion, and the genuine fruit of faith unfeign- 
ed. | 


ESESEREEESE 


THE WORKS OF REDEMPTION. TOO GREAT 
FOR ANGELS. 


HE angels were abſolutely incapable 

ofexecuting ſo great a work. lt re- 
quired a far abler agent to negociate our 
reconciliation, It muit coft incom 
more, to redeem guilty ſouls. Therefore 
the God of our ſalvation “ laid the help 
upon one that is mighty.” He appointed, 
to the moſt momentuous of all offices, the 


moſt illuſtrious of all beings, 
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THE WORK OF GOSPEL MINISTERS. 


S you are all, by nature, in bondage 
FA to ſin, our buſineſs is, to take you by 
the hand, and lead you out of this ignomini- 
ous ſlavery, into the vlorious liberty of the 
ſons of God; while the ſpirit of the moſtHigh 
breaks off your ſhackles, and makes 
ycu free indeed.—W hat manna can be 
more refreſhing than ſuch a meſſage ? 
what balm more healing than ſuch a ſer- 
vice? | 


GOOD WORKS ABSOLUTELY INSUFFICIENT 
TO SAVE MANEIND. 


OD hasnot reconciled the world tohim- 

IF f{&If by their own pious practices, but 
by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. Can your charita- 
ble deeds expiate your innumerable offences? 
As ſoon may a ſingle drop of pure water 
correct and ſweeten the unfathomable brine 
of the ocean. Can your deſective per- 
formances ſatisfy the demands of a perfect 
law, or your wandering devotions ſcreen 
you from the diſpleaſure of an injured God? 
As well may your uplifted-hand eclipſe the 
ſun, or intercept the lightning when it darts 


through the burſting cloud, 
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Train up a child i in the way be ſhould go, and 
when he is old be will nat * 1 it. 
Proverbs, Xxii. Orr 


that, among perſons of education and 


diſtinction, true religon is very rare. This, 
I would hope, is an invidious rumour, rather 
than a true repreſentation of the caſe. 5 


it not be an artifice of the grand enemy ? 


calculated to bring the beſt ma nobleſt of 


cauſes into diſrepute: as though politeneſs 


andpiety were inconſiſtent : as 2 grace 
and good breeding were irreconcileable.— 


ls 22 0 the fad 0 ER quite fatal to refin- 
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Religious Education 


Tar. has long been a prevailing report, 


— 
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ed manners? as the rod of Moſes was to 
the counterfeit miracles of the magicians, 
No; it is rather like the influence of the 
ſanctuary on the rod of Raron: which, while 
it remained at a diſtance from the tabernacle, 
Was a dry, ſapleſs and barren ſtick; but, 
when depoſited before the ark, was quick- 
ened into vegetable light, was adorned with 
a milk-white bloom, and enriched with 
full grown fruit; or as the ſacred hiſtorian 
expreſſes this ſurpriſing fact, © It brought 
forth buds, and bloomed bloſſoms, and 

yielded almonds.” Numb. xx1u. 6, 


I find, upon the liſt of ſaints, the moſt re- 
nowned kings,and victorious generals, the a- 
bleſt politicians, and the greateſt philofaphers 
men that have bid the ſun ſtand ſtill, and 
prolong the parting day; have laid an em- 

bargh upon darkneſs; and protracted the 
ſhades of night; have commanded- the 
ground to cleave aſunder, and tranſmir their 
preſumptuous foes to a ſtrange and inevita- 
dle deſtruction; have divided the impetuous 

waves, and led their followers to ſafety and 
to conqueſt through the depths of the fea. 
Men who have walked in the burning fiery 
furnace, as under the ſhelter of an embow- 
ering arbour; and {at in the lions den, amidſt 
2 herd of hungry monſters, with as much 
dſerenity, and as much ſecurity, as amidſt a 
circle of boſom- friends. * 
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I myſelf have known various perſons, ad- 
mired for their accompliſhed behaviour, 
and revered for their · exalted ſtation, who- 
have thought it their higheſt honour to be 

ſervants Xx Jeſus Chriſt. My excellent 
friend Camillus, at whoſe houſe I now re- 
fide; is one of the number. I cannot refrain 
from giving a portrait of Camillus; or ratt er 
of a few of his moſt diſtinguiſhing features: 
for, to paint him in full proportion, as be 
daily appears, in all the mild, the benign 
majeſty of domeſtic authority, parental ge- 
vernment, and Chriſtian zeal - To do this, 
would require a much abler hand than 
mine. e 


Camillus, not long ago, entertained in his 
houſe a young clergyman, who was always 
treated with a reſpect ſuitable to tlie dignity 
of his office, and the piety of his behaviour. 
Having lately preſented the worthy eccleſi- 
aſtic to a living, and always requiring re- 
ſidence on the benefice, he is now deſtitute 
of a chaplain. . Remembering, however, 
that all Chriſtians are ſpiritual prieſts; 
he thinks it no diſhonour to have an imme 
diate and perſonal audience with the King 
of Heaven; not acting at all out of character 
to repreſent the wants of his houſhold, with 
nis own mouta, at the throne of grace. 


Before ſupper is introduced, the evening 
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incenſe aſcends. This rather than a later 
hour, is pitched upon, that the little congre- 
gation may join in the ſacred ſervice, with 
a lively devotion. After a plentiful meal, , 
when the limbs are weary, people, even 
though kneeling, and in the preſence of God, 
are more inchned to nod, than to pour out 
their fouls ;are very apt to miſtake the cu- 
ſhion fora pillow.—No ſervant is allowed to 
be abſent, ne only excepted, whoſe preſence 
in the kitchen is abſolutely neceſſary. Ac- 
quainted with their maſter's reſolution, they 
are careful, ſo to manage their affairs, and 
diſpatch their buſineſs, that no unavoidable 
obſtacle may intervene to detain them fro m 
the ſtated worſhip. 


When all are . aſſembled, - r either 


© tumultuous diſorder in their approach, or a 


ſlovenly negligence in their apparel, a chap- 
ter is read. Camillus makes the choice.— 
He imagines it not ſo uſeful for his family, 
whoſe memories are weak, and their capaci- 
ties ſcanty, to read the leſſon for the day.— 
He has, therefore, ſelected ſome of the moſt 
inſtructive and animating portions of ſcrip- 
ture; and judges it adviſeable to peruſe theſe 
again and again, rather than to go regularly 

through the whole inſpired writings.— The 
ſervants take it by turns ts read, which im- 
proves them in the practice, and keeps them 

awake. If any of them diſcovers a diſpoſi- 
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tion to 3 to him the office i 15 A to be 
aſſigned. 5 r | 


When the chapter is finiſhedCamillus 


ſingles out ſome one verſe, of very weighty 
andedifying import, which, for the ſpace of 


five or ſix minutes, he explains, applies, and 
affectionately urges upon their conſciences. 


This done, with great ſeriouſneſs and pro- 5 
found reverence, he offers up evening pray- 


ers. His prayers conſiſts of ſhort ſentences, 
and the whole is performed in a little time. 


Every part is pronounced with that deliber- | 


ate ſlowneſs and ſolemn accent, which com- 
mand attention and create awe. - He makes 


a very perceivable pauſe at the cloſe of each 


petition, that every. one may have leiſure to 
add, in filence, a hearty amen ;.and to recol- 
le& the merits of that bleſied Redeemer, 


which render every thankſgiving * 5 


and every . lr ſucceſsful. 


In' the morning, before breakfaſt, the wor- 


ſhip of the living. Goc is reueyed. At this 
juncture C amillus omits the chapter, but re- 
quires one of his domeſtics to repeat the 


verſe on which he enlarged the preceeding 
night. None knows which ſhall be called 


to this talk, therefore every one is. obliged to 
be properly prepared. He throws the ſub- 
ſtance. of his exhortation into a "few ſearch- + 


ing an intereſting queſtions, which he ad- 
d 8 2 


* p 
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= dreſſes to one cf his children or ſervants. 


for, in this reſpect, no difference is made.— 
All areequally enjoined to remember. Some 
times he encourages thoſe whoſe anſwers 
fhew that they have given diligent heed to 
his inſtructions. Sometimes he puts. on an 
air of ſeverity, mixed with tenderneſs, and re- 
proves the notoricuſly negligent. Always 
he re- inculcates the principal points, charg- 
ing them to retain the doctrines in their me- 
mory; and revolve them in their thoughts, 
while they are purſuing their pos going buſi- 
neſs— Theſe doctrines are the ſeed of faith, 
the root of godlineſs. Unleſs theſe be lod- 
— in the mind, and operate on the heart, 
e never expects to have his domeſtics com- 
mence true believers, or real Chriſtians. No 
more than the huſbandman can reaſonably 
expect a crop in harveſt without ſowing his 
field, or the floriſt promite himſclf a. blow of 
tulips, without planting his parterre. 

I have given a glimpſe of Camillus at the 
head of his family ; let me now ſhew my fa- 
vourite in, another attitude. i is 
convinced that no truſt is of ſuperior. or of 
equal importance to the tuitionary cultivati- 
on of an immortal ſoul. As providence has 
ble ſſed him with two fine daughters, their 

reſent and ſuture happineſs is the reigning 
object of his care. He has no intercſt ſo 
much at keart as togive them a truly refined 
ecucation, ſuch as may renderthem an orr a 


BEAUTIES or HERVEY, '214 


ment and a bleſſiing to «ſociety, while: they 
paſs the time of thier ſojourning here be- 
low, and may train them up for a ſtate of e- 
verlaſting bliſs, when the world and its tran- 
ſitory ſcenes ſhall be no more. 


Camillus never could perſuade himſelf to: 
admire the maxims of prudence ſaid to be 
gathered from the extravagant rant of our 
tragedies ;. and leſs is his eſteem for thoſe 
modeſt diſpoſitions, which people pretend 
to imbibe from the lucious gallantries of 
comedy ; for which reaſon he has no impati- 
ent deſire to ſecure for Miſs Metiſſa and Miſs- 
Serena a place in. the front box.—Howe- 
ver, as we are apt immoderately. to covet 
_ What is abſolutely forbidden, he has himſelf 
attended them; once-or. twice; to the thea- 

trical entertainments and- public diverſions ;. 

thinking it much the ſafeſt method, that 
their curioſity ſhould be gratified under his 
own inſpection and hoping to make them 
ſenſible how much they endanger their vir- 
tue, who too often frequent them; ho- 
ſhamefully they debaſe their affections, who 
are paſſionately fond of them; and what 
mere phantoins they follow, who ſeek for. 
ſatisfaction in ſuch deluſory delights. 


They learn to dance, in order to require 
a genteel air, and a graceful demeanor; not 
to ſhine at a ball, or win the worthleſs ad- 
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miration of fops.—He is content to have 
them unacquainted with the wild and roman- 
tic fables of heathen poetry, Nor is under: 
any painful apprehenſions of damping the 
ſprightlineſs of their temper, though they 
have no taſte for the chimerical adven- 
tures of our romances, and are ſtrangers. to 
the looſe intrigues of our novels; being 
fully perſuaded, that there is as much ſound 
ſenſe as ſmartnels of thought in that cele- 


brated ſaying, 


8 8 and read your bible to be gay: 
* There truths abound of ſov'reign aid to peace WJ: 7 


He has introduced them to the knowledge 
of hiſtory; and its inſtructive facts. They 
have atolerable ideaof the four univerſal mo- 
narchies, ſo eminent for their great evenst, 
and fo circumſtantially forerold in ſcripture. 

They have been led. through the moſt re- 
markable tranſactions of our own country, 
and are pretty well acquainted with the pre- 
ſent tate of Europe. They have all along 
been taught to obſerve the wonderful revo- 
lutions of empires, and the adorable pro- 
cedure of Providence; that they may diſcern 
how the faſhion ef this world paſſeth away ; and 
and how happy are the pecple, how happy are 
the perſons who have the Lord for their o 
They have been taught to obſervethe hon- 
ourable ſucceſs that has uſually attended the 
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practice of integrity, guided by prudence; to- 
gether with the ſcandal and ruin Which have 
always purſued folly in her ſenſeleſs ram- 
bles, and dogged vice to her horrid haunts. 
That they may ſce the rocks on which ſome 
have ſplit, and avoid the deſtructive tract; 
fee the road which has conducted others to 
the haven of happineſs, and ſteer the ſame 
auſpicious ous. . 28k 


They have been initiated in- geography, 
and underſtand the ſeveral diviſions oſ the 
globe ; the extent of its principal kingdoms, 
and the manners of their various inhabitants. 
They will tell you the peculiar commodi- 
ties which each climate produces; whence 
comes the tea that furniſhes their breakfaſt, 
and whence the ſugar that renders it pala- 
table: what mountains ſupply them 
with wines, and what iſlands ſend them 
their ſpices ; in what groves the ſilk-worms 
ſpin the materials for their cloaths, and whiat-. 
mines ſupply them with the dimonds at 
ſparkle in their earrings. A ſcreencoyered 
with a ſet of coloured maps, and a _cuſtomwt 
referring from the public papers to thoſe 
beautiful draughts, has rendered the acqui- 
ſition of this knowledge a diverſion. rather 
than a taſk, has enticed them into a valuable 
branch of ſcience, under the inviting diſguiſe *g 
of amuſement. This ſerves to enlarge thei ® 
apprehenfion of things, gives them magnifi- 


4 


with flnging 
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cent thoughts of the preat Creator, and may: 
help to ſuppreſs that filly ſelf-admiration, 
which prompts fo mary pretty idols to fan- 
cy themſelves the only a orea- 


tures under heaven. 


They ſpell t to perfeQion, and have cb: 
rained this art by a ſort of play, rather than 
by laborious application. Whenever they 
aſked any little gratification, it has been. 
theirpapa's cuſtom to make them ſpell the 


word, v hich if they performed aright, they 


ſeldom failed to ſaoceed in their requeſt.— 
They are miſtreſſes of the meedle ; and the- 
youngeſt, whoſe genius inclines that way, is 
expert in uſing the pencil. Muſic is their 
recreation, not their buſineſs. The eldeſt 
” a kilfa finger, adds a melodious and well 

ared voice. She often entertains me 
an anthem to her harpſichord. 
Entertains did I fay ?—fhe really edifies me. 


Theſe truly excellent performances exalt the 


deſires, and compoſe the affections; they in- 
ſpire ſuch a ſerenity of delight, as leaves nei- 


thera ſting on the conlcience, nor a ſtain on 


the imagination.  Methinks they bring us 
a little ante paſt of heaven, and tune our fouls 
for its harmonious j joys. 


Thoroughly verſed i in the moſt practical 
parts of arithmetic, they have each her week, 


IS wherein © to be intruſted with the manage 
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ment of a ſum of money. This they diſ- 


burſe, as circumſtances require, for the 
ſmaller neceſſaries of the family. Of this 
they keep an exact account, and make a re- 
gular entry of each particular in their day- 
book. Not long ago a tenant of inferior 
rank came · to Camillus with his rent: inſtead 
of receiving it himſelf, he referred him to 
Miſs Serena. You would have beendelight- 
ed to obſerve the behaviour of our little land- 
lady on this occaſion; the engaging conde- 
ſcenſion with which ſhe addreſſed the honeſt 

ruſtic; the tender good- nature with which 
ſhe enquired aſter his dame and the family at 

home; the ready dexterity with which ſhe 

wrote and ſubſcribed a proper receipt; and, 


aboveall, her amiable generoſity in return | 


ing half a crown to buy a-copy-book: for his 


eldeſt ſon, who, he ſaid, © was juſt going in- 


to joining hand, but he feared would never. 


come to ſpell or write half ſo well as das - 


dyſhip. 15 


Though Camillus is 2 to ground | 
'them-betimes in the rules of ceconomy, he is 
equally careful to cultivate a ſpirit of diſcreet 
beneficence. A fewdays ago, when my friend 
and his lady were abroad, Miſs Metiſſa was 
informed of a poor woman in the pariſh, juſt 


brought to bed, after a long and hard labour; 15 


who, f being unhappily married to a. fot of 
fellow, was, at a time when the chaſcelicom- 
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forts were ſcarcely ſufficient, deftitute of 
the meaneſt convemiences. Upon hearing 
the calamitous caſe, ſhe immediately diſ- 
N atched a ſervant with a crown from her 
weekly ſtock ; part to buy for the afflicted 
creature ſome preſent accomodations, and 
part to defray the expences at ſuch a juncture 
unavoidable ; but gave a ſtrict charge, that 
the whole ſhould be employed for the re- 
lief of the diſtreſſed mother and her helpleſs 
infant, none of it fingered or enjoyed by the 
worthleſs drone her huſband. When Ca- 
millus returned, he was ſo pleaſed with this 
ſeaſonable and well judged charity, that, be- 
ſides his commendation and careſſes, he far- 
ther rewarded our conſiderate and matron 
like beneſactreſs, by making her a preſent 
of Clariſſa; for he always contrives to make 
what tends to their improvement, the mat- 
tet of their reward. If they have commit- 
tel g fault, they are forbid the priveledge of 
uin their maps. If they have behaved in 
a becoming manner, their recompence is, 
not a peice of money, or a paper of ſweet- 
meats, but ſome new inſtruction on the globe, 
ſome new leſſon on the harpſichord, which 
may at once delight and improve them. 


To prevent a haughty carriage, and to 
worm out all inordinate ſelf- love, he teaches 
mhm to conſider their neighbours as mem- 
bers of the ſame univerſal family, and chil- 
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Iren of the ſame Almighty Father, Hows 
| ever poor in their circumſtances, or mean in 
their aſpect, they are the objects of God's in- 


finitiely tender regards.—Of that God, who, 
has given his own Son to ſuffer death for 


their pardon, and has prepared a heaven of 
endleſs bliſs for their final reception; for 
which reaſon they ſhould deſpiſe none, but 
honour all ; ſhould be as ready to do them 
good, as the hand is ready to ſooth the eye 


when it ſmarts, or eaſe the head when it aches. 


One afternoon, when he was going to treat 


them with an orange, he bid each of them 
bring a fine toy, lately received for a preſent. 


It was made in the ſhape of a knife, the han- 


dle of ivory and inlaid with the gayeſt co- 
lours ; the blade of glaſs moſt dazzlingly 


bright, but without an edge. Cut the orange 


in two,“ ſaid their Papa. When they both tri 
ed with their pretty knives, and, to their no 
ſmall mortification, both failed. He fur- 


niſhed them with another of more ordinary. 
appearance, but tolerably ſh 
they eafily pierced the rhind, and came at 
the delicious juice. Who now, ſaid Ca- 
millus, would not prefer one ſuch ſervicea- 
ble, though plain utenſil, toa hundred of thoſe 
glittering, but worthleſs trifles? and you, my 
dear children, if you have no other recom- 


mendations than a ſhewy perſon, and the 
trappings of dreſs, you will be as contempti- 


ble in your generation as that inſignificant 
T | | 


arp. With this 


„ 
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bable. But, if it is the deſire of your hearts 
and the endeavour of your lives, to be exten- 
fively uſetul, you will gain, and what is bet- 
ter, youwll deſerve reſpect ; your names will 
be precious, and your memories bleſſed, 


With equal watchfulneſs he diſcounte- 
nances all thoſe acts of petulant barbarity, 
which children are ſo apt to exerciſe on the 
reptile creation. He will allow no court 

of inquiſition to be erected within his houſe; 
no, not upon the moſt deſpicable, or even 
tte noxious. animals. The very nuiſances 
that are endued with life, he thinks ſhould 
be diſpatched, not with a lingering butchery 
but with a merciful expedition. To rend 
in pieces a poor- fly, and feaſt their eyes 
with the mangled limbs, ſhivering and con- 
vulſed in the | angs of death; to impale a 
wretched 1 inleck on the needle or bodkin; 
and, what is ſtill more ſhocking, to take 
' pleaſure in hearing its paſſionate moan, and 
ſeeing its agonizing ſtruggles: ſuch practices « 
he abſolutely forbids, as inſufferable viola- 
tions of nature's law. Such as tend to ex- 
tinguiſh the ſoft emotions of pity, and inure 
the mind to a habit of inhumanity.— He 
often informs. his lovely pupils, that every 
living creature is ſenſible of pain ; that none 
can be abuſed in this cruel manner, without 
ſuffering very exquiſite miſery. To turn 
their torments into paſtime, and make ſport 
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with their anguiſl:, is a rigour more than 
tyrannical, worſe than brutal z is the very 
reverſe of that benign Previdence, whoſe 
lender mercies are over ALL Lis cos rc. | 


ropoſes to give them a teſte of na- 
tural He prope hy, and to accomodate them 
with the beſt microſcopes ; that the uſe of 
theſe inftruments, and a ſpice of at know- 
ledge, may inſpire them with an early ad- 
miration of nature's works, and with the 
deepeſt vengration of nature s almighty 
Author. Camillus has no deiign to fin- 
iſh a couple of female philoſophers, or to 
divert their attention from thoſe domeſtic 
arts, which are the trueſt accompliſhments 
of the ſex: yet neither would he have his 
daughters debarred from that rational and. 
exalred delight, which is to be found in con- 
templating the. curioſities of the great Crea- 
tor's cabinet. Why may they not, with- 
out departing from their cn, cr encroach- 
ing on the maſculine character, why may 
| they not be acquainted with the accurately 
nice ſtructure of an animal; or with the 
proceſs and effects of vegeration ? why may 
they not learn the admirab! e operations o. 
the air, or the wonderfnl properties of the 
water? have ſome general notion of the im- 
8 magnitudes, the prodigious diſtances, 
and the ſtill more amazing revolutions of 
the heavenly orbs ? he apprehends it very 


5 
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practicable to conduct an entertainment 
with dignity, and order a family with propri- 
ety, even while they retain ſome tolerable 
idea of theſe magnificent laws which regulate 
the ſyftem of the univerſe. 


Tke microſcope, whenever they are in- 
clined to amuſe themſelves, will ſhew them 
_ a profuſion of ſplendid ornaments, in ſome 
of the moſt common and contemptible ob- 
jects. It will ſhew them gold and embroi- 
dery, diamonds and pearl, azure, green, 
and vermilion, where unaſſiſted eyes behold 
nothing, but provocatives of their abhor- 
rence. This inſtrument will ſhew them 
the hrighteſt varniſh, and the moſt curious 
carving, even in the minuteſt ſcraps of ex- 
iſtence. Far more ſurpriſing than the ma- 
vic feats of the moſt dexterous juggler, it 
will treat their ſight, not with deluſi ve, but 
with real wonders. A huge elephant ſhall 
ſtalk, where a puny mite was wont to crawl. 
Blood ſhall bound from the beating heart, 
and eyes ſparkle with a lively luſtre; limbs 
ſhall play the moſt ſp:ightly motions, or 
ſtand compoſed in the moſt graceful attitudes, 
where nothing ordinarily appeared but a 
confuſed ſpeck of animated matter. A tinc- 
ture of philoſophy will be the coſmetie f 
nature; will render all her ſcenes lovely, and 
all her apartments a theatre of diverſion: di- 
verſions infinitely ſoperior to thoſe dange- 
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rous delights, which are ſo apt to inveigle 

the affections, and debauch the minds of 
young people.— When philoſophy lends 
her opties, an unclouded morning, beauti- 
ful with the riſing ſun; a clear night, brilli- 
ant with innumerable ſtars; will be a more 
pleaſing ſpectacle, than the gaudieſt illu- 
minations of the aſſembly- room. The me- 
lody of birds, and the murmur of fountains; _ 
the humming inſect, and the ſighing gale, 

will be a higher gratification then the fineſt 
airs of an opera. A field covered with corn 
or a meadow beſprinkled with daiſies; a 
marſh planted with oſiers, or a mountain 
ſhaded with oaks, will yield a far more 
agreeable proſpect than the moſt pompous 
ſcenes that decorate the. ſtage. Should 
clouds overcaſt the heavens, or winter dif- 
robe the flowers; an inquiry into the cauſes 
of theſe grand viciſſitudes, will more than 
compenſate the tranſitory lots. A diſcove- 
ry of the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, in 
theſe ſeemingly diſaſtrous changes, will im- 
part gaiety to the moſt gloomy ſky, and 
make the moſt unornamented ſeaſons ſmile, 


It is fer want of ſuch truly elegant and ſa- 

tisfactory amufe ments, that ſo many ladies 

of the fitſt diſtinction, and fineſt genius, have 

no employ for their delicate capacities; but 

l ofe their happineſs in flights of caprice, or 

fits of the vapcur; loſe their time in the moſt 
| 1 | 
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inſipid chat, or the moſt whimſical vaga- 
ries ; while thought is a burthen, and re flec- 
tion, is adrudgery ; ſolitude fills them with 
horror and a ſerious diſcourſe makes them 
e 1 
Above all, Camillus is moſt earneſtly 
deſirous to have his tender charge ground- 
ed in the principles, and actuated with 
the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. No ſcheme, 
he is thoroughly perſuaded, v:as ever ſowiſe- 
ly calculated to ſweeten their tempers, to 
exalt their aff.- 'chons, and form them to fe- 
licity, either in this world, or another. It 
15 therefore his daily endeavour, by the moſt 
eaſy and endearing methods of inſtruction, 
to fill their minds with the knowledge: of 
thoſe heavenly doctrines, and win "their 
hearts to the love of that invalnable book in 
which they are delincated. —He longs to 
have a ſenſe of God Almighty's goodneſs 
impreſſed on their ſouls, From this ſource, 
under the influences of the ſanctifying Spirit, 
he would derive all the graces and all the 
duties of godlinefs. , With this view he 
- ſpeaks of the divine Majeſty, not only as 
ſupereminently great, but as moſt tranſcen- 
dently poſſeſſed of every: delightful, every 
charming excellence. He repreſents all 
the comforts they enjoy, and every bleſſing 
they receive, as the gifts of his bountiful 
kand, and as an carneft cf unſpeakably rich- 
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er favours. He often reminds them, that 
whatever their heavenly Father commands, 
ferbids, inflis, proceeds from his overflow- 
ing kindneſs, and is intended for their e- 
ternal good, if, by theſe expedients, he may 
awaken in their minds an habitual gratitude 
to their everlaſting Benefactor. The ac- 
tings of which noble principle are not only 
fruitful in every good work, but produttive 
of the trueſt ſatis faction; ſomewhat like 
the fragrant ſtreams of conſecrated incenſe, . 
which, while they honored the great. object 
of devout worſhip, regaled with their plea- - 
ſing perfumes. FS 


Nothing is more diſpleaſing to Camillus 
than the fond flatteries' which their injudici- 
ous admirers beſtow on their ſhape and com- 
plexion, the gracefulneſs of their carriage, 
and the vivacity of their wit. He would 
fain make them ſenſible that theſe embel- 
liſnments are of the loweſt value, and moſt 
fading nature ;—that, if they render their 
poſſeſſors vain and ſelf- conceited, they are 
far greater blemiſhes than a hump on the 
back, a wen in the neck, or ſtuttering in 
the ſpeech —He would have them tho- 
roughly convinced, that, notwithſtanding 
all their filks, diamonds, and other marks of 
their ſuperior circumſtances, they are ignor- 
ant, guilty, impotent creatures; blind to 


truths of the laſt importance; deſerving the 
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yengeance of ete*nal fire, and unable of 
themſelves to think a good thought. That, 
from ſuch convictions, they may perceive 
their abſolute need of a Saviour: a Saviour 
in all his offices as a prophet, to teach 
them heavenly wiſdom as a prieſt, to atone 
for all their many, many ſins—as a king, to 
ſubdue their iniquities, write his laws in 
their hearts, and make them, in all their 
converſation, holy. | 


In ſhort, the point he chiefly labours, is 
to work in their hearts a deep, an abiding 
ſenſe, that God is their ſupreme, their only 
good; that the bleſſed Teſts 3 is the rock of 
their hopes, and the fountain of their ſalvati- 
on : that all their dependence for acquiring 
the beauties of holineſs, and taſting the joys 
of the ſublimeſt virtue, is to be placed on 
the Holy Ghoſt the comforter.—Amidſt 
all theſe efforts of his own; he never fails to 
to plead that precious promiſe of our.un- 
changeable Jehovah ; I will pour my ſpirit 
upon thy ſeed, and my blefſmng upen thy effspring ; 
and they ſhallgrowup in knowledge and grace, 
as willews by the water-courſes. 


A lady of brilliant parts, but no very: ex- 
traordinary piety, told Camillus, that he 
weuld ſpoil the pretty dears ; would extin- 
guiſh that decent pride, and fondneſs for 


pleaſure, which are ſhining qualifications in 
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an accompliſhed- young lady, which gave 
her an eleyation of ſentiment, and a delica- 
cy of taſte, greatly ſuperior to the ignoble 
vulgar.— To whom he rephed : © Far from 
extirpating their paſſions, I only attempt 
to turn them into a right channel, and di- 
rect them to the worthieſt objects. Willing 
I am that they ſhould have a decent ambiti- 
on; an ambition, not to catch the the giddy 
coxcomb's eye, or be the hackneyed toaſt 
of rakes; but to pleaſe their parents, to make 
a huſband happy, and to promote the glory 
of God. They may entertain a fondneſs ' 
for pleaſure ; but ſuch pleaſure as will enno- 
ble their ſouls, afford them ſubſtantial ſatis- 
faction, and prepare them for the fruition- 
of immortal bliſs. Let them be covetous 
alſo, if you pleaſe, Madam; but covetous of 
redeeming their time, and of gaining intel- 
lectual improvement; covetous of thoſe 
riches, which no moth can corrupt,nor thief 
ſteal, which neither time nor death can de- 
ſtroy.“ | 


In all theſe inſtances of parental ſolicitude, 
his beloved Emilia takes her conſtant, her 
willing ſhare. Contributes her advice in 
every plan that 1s concerted, and her hear- 
ty concurrence 1n every expedient that 1s 
executed ; every expedient tor poliſhing the 
human jewel, and making their manners as 


faultleſs as their forms. May the God of 
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infinite goodneſs, the ſacred ſcurce of all 
perfection proſper their endeavours ! that, 
as the young ladies are adorned in their per- 
ſons, with native beauty, they may be en- 
riched in their underſtandings, with refined 
knowledge, and dignified in their fouls with 
the ſpirit of the bleſſed Jeſus.— Then, ſure- 
ly, more amiable objects the eye of man can- 
not behold ; more deſirable partners the 
heart of man cannot wiſh, 
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ax fromthe dwellings of commercial life, - 
The toils of bus'neſs and the haunts of 
pride; 
Alike remov'd from envy, noiſe and ſtriſe. 
Religions patron, 8 lived and died.“ 
Of converſe free, inſtructive and divine, 
Of temper grave, yet innocently gay: 
In him did virtue, truth and goodneſs ſhine, 
The Chriſtian's riches, and cke ſaints array. 
"A F 
Behold him preaching to the ſerious fetuf, 
How fixt SEG and how juſt the 
plauſe ! 
How + und his reaſonings in the good man's 
| view | 
His zeal, how fervent in his Maſter's cauſe ? 


+ © Fee bis Life. 

+ This term refers not to the number of his hearers, fas lie had 
2 very large congregation, but to the profeſſors of religion in the 
5 74 who in compaxiſod with the. bulk of mankind, truly ans. 
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How meek and humble, like his blefſed Lord 
T' advance whoſe glory was his conſtant 
aim; 
How would he gladly Jeſu's love record, 
And boldly ſpread the honours of his name. 
V. 


View him alone, within the hallowed fane“*, 
Sage ly converſing with the letter'd Vor 
Where Death, in triumph, regiſters his ſlain, - 
And titles, wealth and beauty charm no 
more. | 
1 
Fromſculptur'd tombs of everyrank and age, 
What uſeful leſſons does he give to all; 
Our faith to 2 and our hopes en- 
gage, 
While we with patience walt the ſolemn 
call. 
VII. 


Behold him walking ' midſt the flowery race f, 

While birds melodious hail the op'ning 
day: 

How well he paints the wond'rous works of 


grace, 
From thoſe of nature which the felds dif- 


play 


* Mcditations among the tombs. 


+ Meditations in 2 flower garden. 
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Then view him teaching all created things*, #8 


In heav'n and earth, to ſing their Maker's 
praiſe ; | 
Andjoin with them t'adore the King of kings 
The God of nature, juſt in all his ways. 

IX. | 
When evening draws her ſhadowy curtains 
round, | 
And gently darkens into peaceful night : 
Whi ” ſtars unnumber'd deck the blue pro- 
found, | 


And riſing Cynthia yields a filver light: 
X | - 


Then trace his footſteps o'er the dewy meads, 
While every object wrapt in ſilence lies; 
And mount with him, as contemplation leads 
To view the planets rolling through the - 
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When dreary winter rules the changing year, 
And ſtorms and tempeſts rage along the 
plains ; 

When Hervey wills, they ſpeak in reaſon's ear 

And tell the joyfulnews, I Saviour reigns7, 
_— 

When Jeſu's righteouſneſs becomes the 
theme, | 

And good Aſpe/io's every doubt removes, 


* Deſcant on creation. 
+ Meditations on the Night and Starry Heavens. 
See the Winter Piece. 
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Convinc'd with Theryn, * the gracious 
ſcheme, 
Wien Jeſu's croſs, our crown . of glory | 


e 
XIII. 


In various lett ers to his ſeveral friends... 
The pious Hervey does thro' all appear 
The real Chriſtian, whilſt he recommends 
The love of God, ingenuous and ſince re . 
| XIV. 
And tho' he's dead, as man is born to die, 
Ye weeping kindred give your. ſorrows 
o'er; . 
| For, ſure as Chriſt forever reigns on hight, 
_ . Hervey. ſtill lives above, to die no more. 


6. ah 


© © Theron and . Dialogue o the moſt important 
and intereſting Subje Ss. | 


+ See his letters. 


4 John, xiv.. 2—zvii. 24 


